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Storm and Sack

During the Peninsular War, Wellington’s army stormed and sacked 

three French-held Spanish towns: Ciudad Rodrigo (1812), Badajoz 

(1812) and San Sebastian (1813). Storm and Sack is the �rst major 

study of British soldiers’ violence and restraint towards enemy com-

batants and civilians in the siege warfare of the Napoleonic era. Using 

soldiers’ letters, diaries and memoirs, Gavin Daly compares and con-

trasts military practices and attitudes across British sieges spanning 

three continents, from the Peninsular War in Spain to India and South 

America. He focuses on siege rituals and laws of war, and uncovering 

the cultural and emotional history of the storm and sack of towns. This 

book challenges conventional understandings of the place and nature of 

sieges in the Napoleonic Wars. It encourages a rethinking of the notori-

ous reputations of the British sacks of this period and their place within 

the long-term history of customary laws of war and siege violence. Daly 

reveals a multifaceted story not only of rage, enmity, plunder and atroc-

ity but also of mercy, honour, humanity and moral outrage.

Gavin Daly is Senior Lecturer in Modern European History at the 

University of Tasmania. He has published widely on Britain and France 

during the Napoleonic Wars. He is the author of The British Soldier in the 

Peninsular War: Encounters with Spain and Portugal, 1808–1814 (2013).
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Cambridge Military Histories

Edited by

HEW STRACHAN, Professor of International Relations, University  

of St Andrews, and Emeritus Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford

GEOFFREY WAWRO, Professor of Military History, and Director  

of the Military History Center, University of North Texas

The aim of this series is to publish outstanding works of research on warfare 

throughout the ages and throughout the world. Books in the series take a broad 

approach to military history, examining war in all its military, strategic, political 

and economic aspects. The series complements Studies in the Social and Cultural 

History of Modern Warfare by focusing on the ‘hard’ military history of armies, 

tactics, strategy and warfare. Books in the series consist mainly of single-author 

works – academically rigorous and groundbreaking – which are accessible to 

both academics and the interested general reader.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at: 

www.cambridge.org/militaryhistories

www.cambridge.org/9781108799393
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-79939-3 — Storm and Sack
Gavin Daly
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Storm and Sack

British Sieges, Violence and the Laws of War  

in the Napoleonic Era, 1799–1815

Gavin Daly

University of Tasmania

www.cambridge.org/9781108799393
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-79939-3 — Storm and Sack
Gavin Daly
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org 
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108799393

DOI: 10.1017/9781108863971

© Gavin Daly 2022

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions 
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take  
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2022
First paperback edition 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data

Names: Daly, Gavin, author.
Title: Storm and sack / Gavin Daly, University of Tasmania.
Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge
University Press, 2022. | Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identi�ers: LCCN 2022022792 | ISBN 9781108836142 (hardback) |
ISBN 9781108863971 (ebook)
Subjects: LCSH: Great Britain – History, Military – 18th century. |
Violence – Great Britain – Colonies – History. | Violence – Great
Britain – History – 18th century. | Violence – Great Britain – History – 19th
century. | Siege warfare – History – 19th century. | Great Britain.
Army – History – Peninsular War, 1807–1814 – Destruction and pillage. |
Great Britain. Army – History – Napoleonic Wars, 1800–1815 – Destruction
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