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ENGLAND RE-ORIENTED

What does the love between British imperialists and their Asian male partners

reveal about orientalism’s social origins? To answer this question, Humberto

Garcia focuses on westward-bound Central and South Asian travel writers

who have long been forgotten or dismissed by scholars. This bias has obscured

how Joseph Emin, Sake Dean Mahomet, Shaykh I’tesamuddin, Abu Talib

Khan, Abul Hassan Khan, Yusuf Khan Kambalposh, and Lutfullah Khan

found in their conviviality with Englishwomen and men a strategy for inhabit-

ing a critical agency that appropriated various media to make Europe com-

mensurate with Asia. Drama, dance, masquerades, visual art, museum

exhibits, music, postal letters, and newsprint inspired these genteel men to

recalibrate Persianate ways of behaving and knowing. Their cosmopolitanisms

offer a unique window on an enchanted third space between empires in which

Europe was peripheral to Islamic Indo-Eurasia. Encrypted in their mediated

homosocial intimacies is a queer history of orientalist mimic men under the

spell of a powerful Persian manhood.

  is Associate Professor and Vincent Hillyer Chair of

Literature at the University of California, Merced. He is the author of Islam

and the English Enlightenment, 1670–1840 (2012).
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Critical Perspectives on Empire

Editors

Professor Catherine Hall

University College London

Professor Mrinalini Sinha

University of Michigan

Professor Kathleen Wilson

State University of New York, Stony Brook

Critical Perspectives on Empire is a major series of ambitious, cross-disciplinary works

in the emerging field of critical imperial studies. Books in the series explore the

connections, exchanges and mediations at the heart of national and global histories,

the contributions of local as well as metropolitan knowledge, and the flows of people,

ideas and identities facilitated by colonial contact. To that end, the series not only offers

a space for outstanding scholars working at the intersection of several disciplines to

bring to wider attention the impact of their work; it also takes a leading role in

reconfiguring contemporary historical and critical knowledge, of the past and of

ourselves.

A full list of titles published in the series can be found at:

www.cambridge.org/cpempire
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Love is a stranger with a strange language,
like an Arab in Persia. I have brought a story;
it is strange, like the one who tells it.

Jalal al-Din Rumi
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challenge involved in writing this anomalous book: first, how to connect histor-
ies of empire and gender by working across siloed disciplines in the humanities
that still operate under the shadow of the nation-state paradigm, and, second,
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NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION

For Persian, Arabic, and Urdu words, I have followed the transliteration system
of the International Journal of Middle East Studies with few exceptions. To make
the book accessible to non-specialists, diacritic marks have been preserved in-text
only for ‘ayn and hamza, marked as a single opening quotation mark and a single
closing quotation mark, respectively. To facilitate research, diacritic marks are fully
transliterated for the applicable names and titles listed in Appendices A and B. For
historical accuracy, non-technical terms in Persian, Arabic, and Urdu are spelled
in English according to eighteenth- and nineteenth-century British usages.
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