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ENGLAND RE-ORIENTED

What does the love between British imperialists and their Asian male partners

reveal about orientalism’s social origins? To answer this question, Humberto

Garcia focuses on westward-bound Central and South Asian travel writers

who have long been forgotten or dismissed by scholars. This bias has obscured

how Joseph Emin, Sake Dean Mahomet, Shaykh I’tesamuddin, Abu Talib

Khan, Abul Hassan Khan, Yusuf Khan Kambalposh, and Lutfullah Khan

found in their conviviality with Englishwomen and men a strategy for inhabit-

ing a critical agency that appropriated various media to make Europe com-

mensurate with Asia. Drama, dance, masquerades, visual art, museum

exhibits, music, postal letters, and newsprint inspired these genteel men to

recalibrate Persianate ways of behaving and knowing. Their cosmopolitanisms

offer a unique window on an enchanted third space between empires in which

Europe was peripheral to Islamic Indo-Eurasia. Encrypted in their mediated

homosocial intimacies is a queer history of orientalist mimic men under the

spell of a powerful Persian manhood.

  is Associate Professor and Vincent Hillyer Chair of

Literature at the University of California, Merced. He is the author of Islam

and the English Enlightenment, 1670–1840 (2012).
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Critical Perspectives on Empire

Editors

Professor Catherine Hall

University College London

Professor Mrinalini Sinha

University of Michigan

Professor Kathleen Wilson

State University of New York, Stony Brook

Critical Perspectives on Empire is a major series of ambitious, cross-disciplinary works

in the emerging field of critical imperial studies. Books in the series explore the

connections, exchanges and mediations at the heart of national and global histories,

the contributions of local as well as metropolitan knowledge, and the flows of people,

ideas and identities facilitated by colonial contact. To that end, the series not only offers

a space for outstanding scholars working at the intersection of several disciplines to

bring to wider attention the impact of their work; it also takes a leading role in

reconfiguring contemporary historical and critical knowledge, of the past and of

ourselves.

A full list of titles published in the series can be found at:

www.cambridge.org/cpempire
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Love is a stranger with a strange language,
like an Arab in Persia. I have brought a story;
it is strange, like the one who tells it.

Jalal al-Din Rumi

www.cambridge.org/9781108797252
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-79725-2 — England Re-Oriented
Humberto Garcia 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

CONTENTS

List of Figures viii
Acknowledgments ix
Note on Transliteration xi

Introduction: Why Re-Orient? 1

1 The British Raj’s Mimic Men: Historicizing Genteel Masculinities
across Empires 14

2 A Bluestocking Romance: Contesting British Military Masculinity in
Joseph Emin’s Letters and Memoir 38

3 The Theater of Imperial Sovereignty: Entertaining Diplomatic Failure
in Mirza Shaykh I’tesamuddin’s London Travels 78

4 Loving Strangers in Ireland: Indo-Celtic Masculinities in the Travels
of Dean Mahomet and Mirza Abu Talib Khan 123

5 Heavenly Bodies in Motion: Performing Sexual Revolution
in Mirza Abu Talib Khan’s Theatrical Metropolis 170

6 Dreaming with Fairyland: Virtual Magic in Yusuf Khan
Kambalposh’s Travels to Victorian London 212

7 The Making of a Mohamedan Gentleman: Lutfullah Khan,
the Indian Mutiny, and Victorian Newsprint 254

Epilogue: Mirza Abul Hassan Khan, James Morier,
and the Queering of Hajji Baba 294

Appendix A: Mirza Abu Talib Khan’s “Treatise on Ethics” 316
Appendix B: Excerpts from Mirza Abu Talib Khan’s Diwan-i

Talib 322
Appendix C: Letter by Moonshee Lutfullah 329
Select Bibliography 332
Index 337

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108797252
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-79725-2 — England Re-Oriented
Humberto Garcia 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

FIGURES

2.1 Portrait of Joseph Emin by Arthur Pond. 48

2.2 Frontispiece image of Elizabeth Montagu as Anne Boleyn. 65

3.1 Shah ‘Alam conveying the grant of the Diwani to Lord Clive, August 1765, by

Benjamin West. 82

3.2 Robert Clive and Mir Jafar after the Battle of Plassey, 1757, by Francis

Hayman. 103

4.1 “Dean Mahomet, an East Indian,” The Travels. Engraved by J. Finley. 131

4.2 “Sake Dean Mahomed. Shampooing Surgeon.” Brighton, by Thomas Mann

Baynes. 133

4.3 Portrait of Mirza Abu Talib Khan (1801?), by unidentified engraver after a painting

by James Northcote, R.A. 154

4.4 Abu Talib’s diagram of European theaters. 165

5.1 “Aboo Talib Khan,” engraved by William Ridley after Samuel Drummond. 176

5.2 “Georgiana Duchess of Devonshire,” engraver unknown. 177

5.3 “A Dancing Woman, of Lueknow, Exhibiting Before an European Family,” by

Charles D’Oyly. 179

5.4 “The Proscenium of the English Opera House . . . with Walker’s Exhibition of the

Eidouranion,” by Edward Francis Burney. 207

6.1 Queen Victoria’s Procession to the Guildhall, 9 November 1837, by James

Henry Nixon. 224

6.2 “Bird’s Eye View from the Stair-case & the Upper Part of the Pavilion, in the

Colosseum, Regent’s Park.” Graphic Illustrations of the Colosseum, Regent’s

Park. 236

6.3 “South Side of the Grounds Surrounding the Colosseum.” Graphic Illustrations of

the Colosseum, Regent’s Park. 237

6.4 “Euseph Khan, Soobadar, A Pathan, Native of Hydrabad, Dekhun,” by

Colesworthy Grant. 250

7.1 “Our Moonshee,” by George Francklin Atkinson. 272

8.1 Mirza Abdul Hassan Khan Ilci (“His Excellency the Persian Ambassador”), by

Richard Dighton. 303

8.2 “Monstrosities of 1819,” by George Cruikshank. 305

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781108797252
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-79725-2 — England Re-Oriented
Humberto Garcia 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Writing this book has been a long disorienting journey. In 2011, I aspired to
reframe the social history of British imperialism between 1750 and 1857 from
the perspective of westward-bound Central and South Asian travel writers who
have received scant attention in eighteenth-century studies. My hope was that
such a provincializing approach would yield a prehistory of modern occidental-
ism as a counterweight to the orientalism that was in formation circa 1800, as
argued by the late Edward Said. Little did I then foresee that these travelers’
marginalized writings had the potential to reposition Britain’s imperial history as
marginal to the Persian-speaking world in greater Indo-Eurasia, and that the
metropolitan encounter with the so-called Orient in this period was the impetus
for the re-gendering and re-sexing of an English and Irish national body
receptive to Persian, Arabian, and Indic influences. Only after I reoriented
myself toward Persian and South Asian studies, beyond my disciplinary home
in British eighteenth-century and Romantic literature and culture, did I discover
that there was no occidentalism to write about. And what I thought was a
dominating orientalist discourse turned out to be a by-product of an insecure
queer orientation implicit in the strong friendships between British male imperi-
alists and the Asian male partners who wielded masculine authority over them.
My thesis crystalized in June 2019 as I, like my featured travelers, visited London
for the first time and was awestruck by its touristic, theatrical, and artistic
wonders. Against the backdrop of mounting tensions between the United States,
United Kingdom, and Islamic Republic of Iran during that summer and against
the “Londonistan” decried by Islamophobes, the hospitable English cosmopolis
described in this book took form.

This broad historical perspective is brought to bear on the conceptual vocabu-
lary that I deploy loosely and interchangeably. In this book, “English, “British,”
“Irish,” “Indian,” “Armenian,” “Hindustani,” “Iranian,” “Persian,” “European,”
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ies of empire and gender by working across siloed disciplines in the humanities
that still operate under the shadow of the nation-state paradigm, and, second,
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NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION

For Persian, Arabic, and Urdu words, I have followed the transliteration system
of the International Journal of Middle East Studies with few exceptions. To make
the book accessible to non-specialists, diacritic marks have been preserved in-text
only for ‘ayn and hamza, marked as a single opening quotation mark and a single
closing quotation mark, respectively. To facilitate research, diacritic marks are fully
transliterated for the applicable names and titles listed in Appendices A and B. For
historical accuracy, non-technical terms in Persian, Arabic, and Urdu are spelled
in English according to eighteenth- and nineteenth-century British usages.
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