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KIERKEGAARD’S THE SICKNESS UNTO DEATH

The Sickness unto Death (1849) is commonly regarded as one of
Kierkegaard’s most important works — but also as one of his most
difficult texts to understand. It is a meditation on Christian existen-
tialist themes including sin, despair, religious faith and its redemptive
power, and the relation and difference between physical and spiritual
death. This volume of new essays guides readers through the philo-
sophical and theological significance of the work, while clarifying the
complicated ideas that Kierkegaard develops. Some of the essays
focus closely on particular themes, others attempt to elucidate the
text as a whole, and yet others examine it in relation to other
philosophical views. Bringing together these diverse approaches, the
volume offers a comprehensive understanding of this pivotal work. It
will be of interest to those studying Kierkegaard as well as existen-
tialism, religious philosophy, and moral psychology.
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References to Kierkegaard’s journals and notebooks have been provided
to available versions, including the following editions.

JP Soren Kierkegaard's Journals and Papers, edited and translated by
Howard V. and Edna H. Hong, assisted by Gregor
Malantschuk. 2nd ed. Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 1990.

KJN Kierkegaard's Journals and Notebooks, edited by Niels Jorgen
Cappelorn et al., 11 vols. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University
Press, 2007—2019.

Pap. Soren Kierkegaards Papirer, edited by P. A. Heiberg et al., 16
vols. Copenhagen: Gyldendal, 1909-1978.

Whenever possible correlating references to the authoritative scholarly
edition of Kierkegaard’s works in Danish have been provided by volume
and page number or in the case of the journals and notebooks by volume
and entry number.

SKS Soren Kierkegaards Skrifter, edited by Niels Jorgen Cappelorn
et al., 55 vols. Copenhagen: Gads Forlag, 1997—2013.
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