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Preface

The idea for this volume began with a workshop, Morphological Typology
and Linguistic Cognition, that we organized in July 2017 in conjunction with
the Linguistic Society of America’s Linguistic Institute at the University of
Kentucky. The workshop featured sixteen oral presentations and eight poster
presentations by scholars representing twenty-five universities in nine coun-
tries. A select group of presenters was invited to submit chapters for this vol-
ume, based on thematic connections among their presentations. In most cases
the chapters in the present volume reflect further developments in the authors’
research since their presentations at the workshop, and the chapters engage
with more recent developments in the field. The authors also discuss their ideas
in more depth than was possible at the workshop. The present volume is thus
an outgrowth of the workshop more than a proceedings volume.

Several core questions emerged as themes at the workshop, three of which
form the organizational structure for the volume:

1. In what ways is language processing tuned to the morphological structure
of a language?

2. What role does cue informativity play in learning and how the lexicon evolves
over time?

3. How do system-level principles of morphological organization emerge?

The chapters all engage with one or more of these questions in some manner.
In broad terms, the central hypothesis of the volume is that morphological
structures interact dynamically with lexical processing, storage, and learning.
Nine of the ten chapters present original research exploring the nature of this
interaction from different perspectives. The remaining chapter, which serves
as an introduction, highlights connections among the chapters and gives an
overview of historical trends in the field that are reflected in the chapters. By
bringing together research by different types of linguists — experimentalists,
computational modelers, and formalists — our goal was to encourage discussion
across subdisciplinary boundaries, to highlight the current state of research,
and to help shape a research agenda that integrates these different methods and
approaches.

XV
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