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eastern North America from the American Revolution to exile in Canada;
the Bannisters, a British family of colonial administrators, whistle-blowers
and entrepreneurs who operated across Australia, Canada and southern
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information about what might now be termed genocide towards Indig-
enous peoples while also pioneering humanitarian colonialism. By
recounting the conflicts that these interlinked families were involved in,
she tells a larger story about the development of British and American set-
tler colonialism and the betrayal of Indigenous peoples. Through an anal-
ysis of the changing politics of kinship and violence, Elizabeth Elbourne
sheds new light on transnational debates about issues such as Indigenous
sovereignty claims, British subjecthood, violence, land rights and cultural
assimilation.
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Critical Perspectives on Empire is a major series of ambitious, cross-disciplinary
works in the emerging field of critical imperial studies. Books in the series explore
the connections, exchanges and mediations at the heart of national and global
histories, the contributions of local as well as metropolitan knowledge, and
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A NOTE ON NOMENCLATURE

In part because struggle over Indigenous languages is an important part of the
history of settler colonialism, there is considerable variation in current usage
concerning the names of Indigenous individuals and groups. I have attempted
to balance in the book between using names that are familiar in English and
names that reflect what people called themselves in their own languages at the
time.

In several cases I use both English and Indigenous versions of names (such as
Molly Brant/Konwatsi’tsiaiénni). This is influenced by my experience of living
in a multilingual city and noting the extent of code shifting, as well as by rec-
ognition that people often in fact had more than one name and changed names
at different life stages. I use the anglicized version of the names of Europeans
working in English to reflect the documentary record (Frederick Haldimand,
rather than Frédéric Haldimand). I also use European surnames to establish
family links through time, notably with the Hill and Brant families.

A further, and related, issue is that there are some variant versions of the
spelling of names, reflecting evolution in the written versions of originally oral
languages. I have generally chosen the simpler version to facilitate ease of read-
ing unless a version is particularly well established. Names were often written
down by Europeans and may not completely capture original pronunciation.

I want to acknowledge that there are different approaches to these diffi-
cult issues and that I may not always have struck the right balance. I welcome
feedback.

Six Nations

I use Haudenosaunee (‘people of the longhouse’) rather than the older Iro-
quois (although I retain Iroquois in certain citations, including using historical
texts). The name Mohawk is widely used. It was, however, originally an out-
sider’s term. In Kanyen’kéha, the Mohawk language, people call themselves
Kanyen‘keha:ka (Kanyenkehaka, Kanienkehaka or Kanien’keha:ka), people of
the flint. T use both Mohawk and Kanyen’keha:ka but primarily Kanyenkeha:ka.
I use Kanyen’keha:ka rather than Kanien’keha:ka when referring to the Six
Nations to reflect regional variations in dialect, following dominant usage
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xii A NOTE ON NOMENCLATURE

among Haudenosaunee in New York and Ontario, even though Kanien’kehd:ka
would be used by people in my own settler territory of Québec. I have otherwise
generally used the terms Cayuga, Tuscarora, Oneida, Seneca and Onondaga,
since these are in wide usage, but I give alternatives on Map 1.1 (following Susan
Hill). The Kanyen’kéha term Onkwehon:we is used by many Haudenosaunee
people to describe Indigenous people in general.

South Africa

I use San as a collective term for communities sometimes known collectively
as ‘Bushmen’ where I don’t know the names of individual communities. It is
nonetheless important to note that ‘San’ was also originally an outsider’s term,
given by Khoekhoe herders to describe nomadic hunters. Khoekhoe generally
replaces the colonial term ‘Hottentot’. The colonial term Caffre was used in
shifting ways through time. I cite people who used it in the 1820s and 30s largely
as a synonym for Xhosa’. The term would, however, mutate by mid-century to
influence a highly offensive term beginning with k. I have substituted [Xhosa]
when the meaning is clear. I have, however, retained original language in some
quotations in which there is possible ambiguity about which groups were
being referred to, in order not to distort the historical record. I do not mean
to endorse the use of the term. Some place names have been changed in the
aftermath of the end of apartheid. For example, the colonial town of Graham-
stown is now Makhanda, and the Gariep River replaces the older Orange River.
I use new names but indicate older terms on first mention. I use the names of
language groups without prefixes for the sake of simplicity, given widespread
usage in English (so Xhosa rather isiXhosa and Tswana rather than seTswana).
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