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The Great Exodus from China

Dominic Meng-Hsuan Yang examines one of the least understood

migrations in modern East Asia – the human exodus from China to

Taiwan whenChiang Kai-shek’s regime collapsed in 1949. Peeling back

layers of Cold War ideological constructs, he tells a very different story

from the conventional Chinese civil war historiography that focuses on

debating the reasons for Communist success and Nationalist failure.

Yang lays bare the traumatic aftermath of the Chinese Communist

Revolution for the hundreds of thousands of ordinary people who were

forcibly displaced from their homes across the sea. Underscoring the

displaced population’s trauma of living in exile and their poignant

“homecomings” four decades later, he presents a multiple-event

trajectory of repeated traumatization with recurring searches for home,

belonging, and identity. This thought-provoking study challenges

established notions of trauma, memory, diaspora, and reconciliation.

Dominic Meng-Hsuan Yang is Assistant Professor at the University of

Missouri-Columbia.
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Note to the Reader

Romanization of Chinese Characters

I use the Pinyin system for most of the Chinese characters in the book.

Wade-Giles and other alternative forms are adopted in the following three

situations: (1) well-known historical figures/terms, such as Chiang Kai-

shek, Pai Hsien-yung, Peng Ming-min, and Kuomintang, etc.; (2) geo-

graphical names of cities, towns, and counties in Taiwan; (3) the

Taiwanese scholars who published in English or whose names I have

mentioned in the acknowledgments.

English Translation of Chinese Works

Many of the Chinese books and articles I cite provide an English transla-

tion for their titles. I try to stick to these original translations as they

appear in print. But I have also made some minor changes as I see fit.
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NPC National People’s Congress

NTD New Taiwan Dollar

NTUH National Taiwan University Hospital

PLA People’s Liberation Army

PRC People’s Republic of China

PTSD post-traumatic stress disorder

ROC Republic of China

SSCLR Society for the Study of Chinese Local References

VAC Veterans Affairs Council

VHM Veterans’ Homebound Movement
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Map 1 China

Source: CIA Maps

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/cia-maps-publica

tions/China.html
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Map 2 Taiwan

Source: Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection, the University of

Texas at Austin.

https://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/taiwan.gif
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