Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-74615-1 — Democracy and Population Health
Series: Elements in the Politics of Development
Frontmatter

More Information

Cambridge Elements™

Elements in the Politics of Development
edited by

Melani Cammett
Harvard University

Ben Ross Schneider
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

@ MIT CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

S| g

DEMOCRACY AND
POPULATION HEALTH

James W. McGuire
Wesleyan University

a2 CAMBRIDGE

%7 UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108746151
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-74615-1 — Democracy and Population Health
Series: Elements in the Politics of Development
Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University's mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108746151
DOI: 10.1017/9781108778725

© James W. McGuire 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-74615-1 Paperback
ISSN 2515-1584 (online)
ISSN 2515-1576 (print)

Additional resources for this publication at [insert URL here].

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108746151
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-74615-1 — Democracy and Population Health
Series: Elements in the Politics of Development
Frontmatter

More Information

Democracy and Population Health
Elements in the Politics of Development

DOI: 10.1017/9781108778725
First published online: June 2020

James W. McGuire
Wesleyan University

Author for correspondence: James W. McGuire, jmcguire@wesleyan.edu

Abstract: This Element explores the association between political
democracy and population health. It reviews the rise of scholarly
interest in the association, evaluates alternative indicators of
democracy and population health, assesses how particular dimensions
of democracy have affected population health, and explores how
population health has affected democracy. It finds that democracy —
optimally defined as free, fair, inclusive, and decisive elections plus
basic rights — is usually, but not invariably, beneficial for population
health, even after good governance is taken into account. It argues that
research on democracy and population health should take
measurement challenges seriously; recognize that many aspects of
democracy, not just competitive elections, can affect population health;
acknowledge that democracy’s impact on population health will be
large or small, and beneficial or harmful, depending on circumstances;
and identify the relevant circumstances by combining the quantitative
analysis of many cases with the qualitative study of a few cases.
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