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PREFACE

It has been a decade since the first edition of this book, and it is with great
regret that I have had to revise it without the watchful eye of my long-
term colleague David Oliver. The course upon which this book is based
continues to be taught at the Law Faculty of the University of Cambridge
in essentially the same manner as it has since 2001. The publication of the
first edition brought with it an increase in popularity of that course which
has been maintained to the present day. More than ever, international tax
has been making headline news, and its controversial nature shows no
sign of abating.

The book is still designed for postgraduate students and junior practi-
tioners. It is more than an introduction to the subject. It challenges the
reader to think about tax issues conceptually and holistically, while
illustrating the structure with practical examples. More-senior tax practi-
tioners and academics may also find it useful as a means of refreshing
their understanding of the basics, and the conceptual framework may
challenge them to think more deeply about tax issues than they currently
do. Given the ever-increasing importance of having a global perspective
and recent constitutional turmoil, this edition has been substantially
revised to reduce its former focus on the UK. Copious amounts of new
material have been introduced (well over 60 per cent), which brings with
it a more-balanced global view of developments.

While there has been an attempt to contain the size of this book to a
manageable level, the burgeoning nature of the topic makes that a
struggle. No doubt containment makes the reading a little dense at
points. Where that happens, the reader should consider it an invitation
for pause and collection of thoughts.

The law in this book is stated as at the end of 2019.

XV
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