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Every effort has been made in preparing this book to provide accurate and

up-to-date information that is in accord with accepted standards and practice

at the time of publication. Although case histories are drawn from actual

cases, every effort has been made to disguise the identities of the individuals

involved. Nevertheless, the authors, editors, and publishers can make no

warranties that the information contained herein is totally free from error,

not least because clinical standards are constantly changing through research

and regulation. The authors, editors, and publishers therefore disclaim all

liability for direct or consequential damages resulting from the use of

material contained in this book. Readers are strongly advised to pay careful

attention to information provided by the manufacturer of any drugs or

equipment that they plan to use.
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In 1674, Nicolaas Hartsoeker found sperm cells in the seminal fluid under magnification. Observing human sperm through a microscope,
Hartsoeker believed that he saw tinymen inside the sperm, which he called Homunculus. The theory of Homunculus (1694) claimed that a tiny,
formed child exists in the head of a sperm cell, which becomes engulfed in the uterus, where it grows as in an incubator. The same idea
underlies the base of IVF, i.e. to grow a child in a laboratory flask instead of in the mother’s womb.

www.cambridge.org/9781108744386
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-74438-6 — A Textbook of Clinical Embryology
Edited by Eliezer Girsh 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Chapter Co-authors

Irina Ayzikovich

Assistant Professor, Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, Novosibirsk State Medical University,
Novosibirsk, Russia

Mira Malcov

Director of PGT Lab at IVF Unit and Genetic
Institute, Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center, affiliated
to Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel

Raoul Orvieto

Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Sackler
Faculty of Medicine, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv,
Israel; Director of Infertility and IVF Unit,
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Sheba
Medical Center, Ramat Gan, Israel

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108744386
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-74438-6 — A Textbook of Clinical Embryology
Edited by Eliezer Girsh 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

I want to express my deep gratitude to the co-authors
of my textbook for their participation and help in
writing some chapters:

Professor Raoul Orvieto (M.D.) for contribution in
Chapter 6 and Chapter 7.

Dr. Irina Ayzikovich (M.D.) for contribution in
Chapter 11.

Dr.MiraMalcov (Ph.D.) for contribution in Chapter 17.

Mrs. Polina Ryabko for preparation of illustrations.

Dr. Yorgos Nikas (M.D.), Athens Innovative
Microscopy,Greece, for his kind and generous provision
of original electron-scans in Chapter 5.

I gratefully acknowledge the following individuals
who have provided me with helpful suggestions to
this text:

Dr. N. Koudinova (M.D., Ph.D.) – The Weizmann
Institute of Science, Rehovot, Israel.

Dr. G. Liberty (M.D.) – The Barzilai Medical Center,
Ashkelon, Israel.

Dr. J. Rabinson (M.D.) – The Barzilai Medical Center,
Ashkelon, Israel.

Dr. A. Harlev (M.D.) – The Barzilai Medical Center,
Ashkelon, Israel.

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781108744386
www.cambridge.org

