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POLITICAL THOUGHT IN THE FRENCH WARS

OF RELIGION

Through its close, critical reading of the political treatises and polemical
literature produced in France in the sixteenth century, this book offers a
valuable new contribution to the intellectual history of the EarlyModern
era. Sophie Nicholls analyses the political thought of the theologians and
jurists in the Holy League as they pursued their crusade against heresy in
the French kingdom, during the wars of religion (1562–1629).
Contemporaries portrayed the Leaguers as rebellious anarchists,
who harboured dangerously democratic ideas. In contrast,
Nicholls demonstrates that the intellectuals in the movement were
devoted royalists, who had more in common with their moderate
counterparts, the ‘politiques’. In paying close attention to the
conceptual language of politics in this era, this book shows how
members of the League presented visions of sovereignty that subtly
replenished medieval ideas of kingship and priesthood, and endeav-
oured to replace them with a new synthesis of intellectual tradition
and political power. In a period when ‘the state’ was still emerging as
an idea, analysing League thought in the context of Jesuit and
Second Scholastic sources positions the Leaguers in relation to
innovative attempts in European Catholic circles to re-think the
nature of belonging to a political community.

sophie nicholls is a College Lecturer in Early Modern History
at the University of Oxford. She specialises in the French wars of
religion and her interests range from the intersection between
theological and juridical conceptions of politics, to developing
conceptions of citizenship and rights in the Early Modern era.
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IDEAS IN CONTEXT

Edited by David Armitage, Richard Bourke and Jennifer Pitts

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and of
related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were generated
will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary
frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of the evolution of
such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it is hoped that
a new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts. By
this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the various
sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.

The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/IdeasContext
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This book is dedicated to the memory of my father
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