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Gregory of Nazianzus, known best for his Christology and Trinitarian
doctrine, presents an incomparable vision of the image of God. In this
book, Gabrielle Thomas offers a close analysis of his writings and
demonstrates how Nazianzen depicts both the nature and experience
of the image of God throughout his corpus. She argues that Nazianzen’s
vision of the human person as an image of God is understood best in
light of biblical and extra-biblical themes. To establish the breadth of
his approach, Thomas analyses the image of God against the backdrop
of Nazianzen’s beliefs about Christology, Pneumatology, creation, sin,
spiritual warfare, ethics and theosis. Interpreted accordingly, Nazianzen
offers a dynamic and multifaceted account of the image of God, which
has serious implications both for Cappadocian studies and contempor-
ary theological anthropology.

Gabrielle Thomas is a postdoctoral research associate at Durham Uni-
versity and a priest in the Church of England, serving as a Minor Canon
in Durham Cathedral. Her articles have appeared in Scottish Journal of
Theology, Studia Patristica, Exchange, and A Forum for Theology in
the World.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108742528
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-74252-8 — The Image of God in the Theology of Gregory of Nazianzus
Gabrielle Thomas

Frontmatter

More Information

The Image of God in the Theology
of Gregory of Nazianzus

GABRIELLE THOMAS

Durham University

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108742528
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-74252-8 — The Image of God in the Theology of Gregory of Nazianzus
Gabrielle Thomas

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

4 UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314—321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/978 1108742528

DOI: 10.1017/9781108593410
© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2019

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2019
First paperback edition 2023

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data
NAMES: Thomas, Gabrielle, 1974- author.
TITLE: The image of God in the theology of Gregory of Nazianzus / Gabrielle Thomas,
University of Durham.
DESCRIPTION: 1 [edition]. | New York : Cambridge University Press, 2019. |
Includes bibliographical references and index.
IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2018058432| ISBN 9781108482196 (hardback : alk. paper) |
ISBN 9781108742528 (pbk. : alk. paper)
SUBJECTS: LCSH: Gregory, of Nazianzus, Saint. | Image of God-History
of doctrines—Early church, ca. 30-600.
CLASSIFICATION: LCC BR65.G66 T46 2019 | DDC 233/.5092—~dc23
LC record available at https:/lccn.loc.gov/2018058432

ISBN  978-1-108-48219-6 Hardback
ISBN  978-1-108-74252-8  Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108742528
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-74252-8 — The Image of God in the Theology of Gregory of Nazianzus
Gabrielle Thomas

Frontmatter

More Information

I too am also an eikon of God ... you should worship me
Eikoov elpt kad altds Oeol . .. oU pe TpookUvnoov
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Preface

“Why choose Gregory of Nazianzus?’ I have lost count of the times I have
been asked this question, often accompanied by a mystified expression on
the face of the enquirer. On more than one occasion I have asked myself,
“Why have I chosen to spend so many years exploring, translating, and
grappling with the work of this particular theologian?’ Like many before
me, who have delved into these texts, I resonate with Gregory’s writing.
He theologises on Scripture, doctrine, pastoral care, prayer, and faith
within the context of his own experience. Gregory’s love of God, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, radiates through the pages of his work and is
contagious. The more time I spend in his company, the more I find myself
aspiring to be a good theologian.

This book represents the culmination of nearly a decade of research; no
reader would thank me for acknowledging the generosity of every person
who has contributed to its formation and completion. I am thankful for
the friends and near-strangers who have given invaluable feedback on my
ideas, commented on translations, read through drafts, provided encour-
agement, and more.

The seeds of this book began during my training for ordained ministry
in the Church of England. Desiring to continue to explore Gregory’s
theological anthropology, T pursued doctoral work at the University of
Nottingham. During this time, I was funded fully by the Church of
England Research Degrees Panel, the Sylvanus Lysons Trust, and St Luke’s
Trust. I am grateful for their support, which allowed me the luxury of
being a full-time researcher.

My supervisor, Mary Cunningham, went far beyond the call of duty at
every stage of my research and writing. The fellowship and friendship we
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shared through reading ancient texts together contributed significantly
both to my academic and spiritual formation. My other supervisors,
Simon Oliver and Alison Milbank, provided essential, critical feedback
whilst demonstrating what it means to be a scholar-priest.

Crispin Fletcher-Louis, Ben Fulford, Nick Wilshere, Suzanne Abrams
Rebillard, Ian Paul and Mark Cartledge gave particularly helpful advice
at various stages of the research. Fr. Andrew Louth, Scot Ray Douglass,
Dragos Giulea, Sophie Cartwright and Alistair McFadyen kindly shared
unpublished work with me, which made the research run more smoothly.
Thanks also to Terry J. Wright, Alex Williams, Carole Schultz, Lavinia
Cerioni, and Judy Nesbit. Long conversations with Tarah Van de Wiele
prevented me from becoming a curator of the texts. I am grateful to her
and her husband Brady for the open door to their home in Nottingham
during the two years I was based near London, making trips back
and forth.

Fr. John Behr made the journey from Crestwood, New York to exam-
ine the thesis. I have long been influenced by his work and value his
support. Along with Simeon Zahl, my other discerning examiner, he
encouraged me to pursue publication; both shared valuable insights that
contributed to the revision.

I moved from Nottingham to an equally rich and rewarding time at
Durham University, working as a Postdoctoral Research Associate within
the Centre for Catholic Studies. I am grateful for the funding from the
National Board of Catholic Women and The Caulfield Foundation,
which made this possible. During this period, I have continued to develop
the book, receiving excellent advice from Karen Kilby and Lewis Ayres.
Encouragement from them ensured that I saw the manuscript through to
completion (although, is a book ever really finished!?). My thanks also to
Beatrice Rehl and the editorial team at CUP.

Finally, my family. I am so very thankful for a mother and father who
raised me to believe that almost anything is possible through prayer and
perseverance. This belief has served me well through hitting the troughs of
research, writing, and editing. My sister, whose belief in my abilities far
exceeds reality, has refused to collaborate with me when I have doubted
my ability to complete this book.

My husband, Matthew, has been a longsuffering companion from the
day I first enthused about Gregory’s theology. He has consistently cheered
me on every step of the way; he has listened to ideas, read countless drafts,
and allowed generously Gregory into almost every aspect of our life
together. As an image of God, Matthew is indeed ‘divine’. I dedicate this
book to him.
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