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relation between language and communication. It is essential reading for
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ûeldwork. I got to know languages vastly different from those I was familiar
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quest. It forced me to let go of many assumptions and hence made way for new

discoveries.

Often what I learned came through their comments. And often I did not

understand, but I had learned enough that I understood that they always knew

what I needed to know.

Two particular comments stuck with me. The ûrst one frommyHalkomelem

consultant. She kept saying it, so it was clearly important.
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this monograph. And years later, I ûnally think I understand what they

tried to teach me. The answers I found are nothing beyond what they already

said.

I have learned that when we use language to communicate, the language we

use reûects this interactive mode. Hence there is a difference between just

saying something and telling someone. When we “tell someone,” the language

of interaction emerges. It is very personal; we do so much more than just

exchange our knowledge about the world. We typically have attitudes and

feelings about what we think is going on in the world and we might even

have some ideas about how they might affect the person we are talking to. The

language of interaction allows us to express and convey our attitudes toward

what we are saying. It allows us to put ourselves into the sentence.
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In trying to understand the comments of my consultants, I was led on a path

to pursue the language of interaction; it opened a new world of data, a new way

of collecting data, a body of research on interaction I didn’t know. It taught me

a new way of thinking about the essence of language, thought, and the human

condition.

xviiPrologue

www.cambridge.org/9781108741446
www.cambridge.org

