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CAPITALISM AS CIVILISATION

Methodologically and theoretically innovative, this monograph draws
from Marxism and deconstruction bringing together the textual and the
material in our understanding of international law. Approaching ‘civilisa-
tion’ as an argumentative pattern related to the distribution of rights and
duties amongst different communities, Ntina Tzouvala illustrates both its
contradictory nature and its pro-capitalist bias. ‘Civilisation’ is shown to
oscillate between two poles. On the one hand, a pervasive ‘logic of
improvement’ anchors legal equality to demands that non-Western pol-
ities undertake extensive domestic reforms and embrace capitalist mod-
ernity. On the other, an insistent ‘logic of biology’ constantly postpones
such a prospect based on ideas of immutable difference. By detailing the
tension and synergies between these two logics, Tzouvala argues that
international law incorporates and attempts to mediate the contradictions
of capitalism as a global system of production and exchange that both
homogenises and stratifies societies, populations and space.

  is a Senior Lecturer at the Australian National
University College of Law. Her research focuses on the political economy,
the history, and the theory of international law.
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Established in 1946, this series produces high quality, reflective and
innovative scholarship in the field of public international law. It publishes
works on international law that are of a theoretical, historical, cross-
disciplinary or doctrinal nature. The series also welcomes books providing
insights from private international law, comparative law and trans-
national studies which inform international legal thought and practice
more generally.
The series seeks to publish views from diverse legal traditions and

perspectives, and of any geographical origin. In this respect it invites
studies offering regional perspectives on core problématiques of inter-
national law, and in the same vein, it appreciates contrasts and debates
between diverging approaches. Accordingly, books offering new or less
orthodox perspectives are very much welcome. Works of a generalist
character are greatly valued and the series is also open to studies on
specific areas, institutions or problems. Translations of the most outstand-
ing works published in other languages are also considered.
After seventy years, Cambridge Studies in International and Compara-

tive Law sets the standard for international legal scholarship and will
continue to define the discipline as it evolves in the years to come.
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Professor of Public International Law, Grotius Centre for International
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