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Temporary Marriage in Iran

Proposing a methodology that brings feminist theories of embodiment to
bear on the Iranian literary and cinematic tradition, this study examines
temporary marriage in Iran, not just as an institution but also as a set of
practices, identities, and meanings that have transformed over the course of
the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Based on analysis of novels and
short stories from the Pahlavi era, and cinematic works produced after the
Islamic Revolution, Claudia Yaghoobi looks at the representation of
sigheh women, or those who entered into temporary marriages. Each
work reflects the manner in which the practice of sigheh impacts women
by calling into question how sexuality works as a form of political analysis
and power, revealing how a sigheh woman’s sexual bodily autonomy is
used as ammunition against what governments deem inappropriate
gendered expression. While focusing mainly on modern Iranian cultural
productions, Yaghoobi moves beyond the literary and cinematic realms to
offer an in-depth examination of this controversial social institution, which
has been the subject of disdain for many Iranian feminists and captured the
imagination of many Western observers.

CLAUDIA YAGHOOBI is Roshan Institute Assistant Professor in Persian
Studies at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. She is the author
of Subjectivity in ‘Attar, Persian Sufism, and European Mysticism (2017),
co-editor of Sex and Marriage in the Medieval Islamicate World: Women,
Family, and Love with Aisha Musa (forthcoming), co-editor of the book
series Sex, Marriage, and Culture in the Middle East, and winner of the
Hammed Shahidian Critical Feminist prize, awarded by the Iranian
Women’s Studies Foundation in 2014.
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The Global Middle East series seeks to broaden and deconstruct the
geographical boundaries of the “Middle East” as a concept to include
North Africa, Central and South Asia, and diaspora communities in
Western Europe and North America. The series features fresh
scholarship that employs theoretically rigorous and innovative
methodological frameworks resonating across relevant disciplines in
the humanities and the social sciences. In particular, the general editors
welcome approaches that focus on mobility, the erosion of nation-state
structures, traveling ideas and theories, transcendental techno-politics,
the decentralization of grand narratives, and the dislocation of
ideologies inspired by popular movements. The series will also
consider translations of works by authors in these regions whose
ideas are salient to global scholarly trends but have yet to be
introduced to the Anglophone academy.
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For all the Iranian women and men continuing
the fight for gender equality
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Note on Transliteration, Dates,

and Translation

For transliteration, I have used the Journal of Iranian Studies system.
However, common pronunciation has guided how Iranian names
appear in the manuscript. Similarly, when using direct quotes I have
used the original transliteration. All translations, summaries, and
paraphrasing of the Persian primary and secondary sources are mine
unless otherwise stated. All dates are presented in the Gregorian
calendar.
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