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STUDENT REVOLT IN 1968

Student Revolt in 1968 examines the origins, course and dissolution of
student protest at three universities in the 1960s — the Free Univer-
sity of Berlin in West Germany, the campus of Nanterre in France,
and the Faculty of Sociology at Trento in Italy. It traces how student
revolts over space, speech, sociology and cultural democratisation
catalysed a dynamic protest movement within universities in the
mid-1960s that expanded dramatically beyond the university in
1968. Differing visions of democratisation — mass access to educa-
tion, the dissolution of high culture, the democratic control of the
university — clashed and competed in a radical re-evaluation of the
meaning of university education and democratic culture. The study
also evaluates the most ambitious experiments in higher education in
the 1960s — the ‘Critical Universities’ of West Berlin and Trento,
which sought to establish democratic control of higher education
before dissolving in the politics of social revolution — and offers a new
and clear-sighted perspective on the 1960s.
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National University. He is the author of numerous journal articles,
including in French Politics, Culture é‘Society, Journal of the History of
Ideas and Journal of Modern History, and a contributor to The Oxford
Handbook of European History 1914—1945 (2016).
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