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Imperial Emotions

Emotions are not universal, but are experienced and expressed in diverse
ways within different cultures and times. This overview of the history of
emotions within nineteenth-century British imperialism focuses on the
role of the compassionate emotions, or what today we refer to as empa-
thy, and how they created relations across the empire. Jane Lydon
examines how empathy was produced, qualified and contested, includ-
ing via the fear and anger aroused by frontier violence. She reveals the
overlooked emotional dimensions of relationships constructed between
Britain, her Australasian colonies and Indigenous people, showing that
ideas about who to care about were frequently drawn from the intimate
domestic sphere, but were also developed through colonial experience.
This history reveals the contingent and highly politicized nature of
emotions in imperial deployment. Moving beyond arguments that emo-
tions such as empathy are either ‘good’ or ‘bad’, this study evaluates
their concrete political uses and effects.

Jane Lydon is Professor of History and Wesfarmers Chair of Australian
History at The University of Western Australia. Her research centres
upon Australia’s colonial past and its legacies in the present. She worked
as an archaeologist before becoming a historian, and retains an interest
in diverse forms of evidence for the past, especially photographic
archives.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108735759
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73575-9 — Imperial Emotions: The Politics of Empathy across the British Empire

Jane Lydon
Frontmatter
More Information

Critical Perspectives on Empire

Editors

Professor Catherine Hall
University College London

Professor Mrinalini Sinha
University of Michigan

Professor Kathleen Wilson
State University of New York, Stony Brook

Critical Perspectives on Empire is a major series of ambitious, cross-disciplinary
works in the emerging field of critical imperial studies. Books in the series explore
the connections, exchanges and mediations at the heart of national and global
histories, the contributions of local as well as metropolitan knowledge, and the
flows of people, ideas and identities facilitated by colonial contact. To that end,
the series not only offers a space for outstanding scholars working at the
intersection of several disciplines to bring to wider attention the impact of their
work; it also takes a leading role in reconfiguring contemporary historical and
critical knowledge, of the past and of ourselves.

A full list of titles published in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/cpempire.
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For Tim, Roy and Dash, for keeping the home fires
burning.
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