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FLEMISH TEXT ILE WORKERS IN ENGLAND,
   –    

In the fourteenth century, with the encouragement of King Edward III,
textile workers from the Low Countries – predominantly Flanders but
also Brabant – settled in England. Using extensive and original resources
from both sides of the English Channel, Milan Pajic argues that the
exponential growth of the English textile industry was due to the skill
and influence of Flemish immigrants, challenging interpretations from a
section of economic historians in the latter half of the twentieth century
who concluded that immigrants did not contribute to the economic
development of England. The book explores the geography of immigra-
tion, the reasons behind the movement of people and the varied social
encounters with local populations. In so doing it uncovers an important
and vibrant history which provides essential historical context for con-
temporary debates on the free movement of people.

  is the Alexander von Humboldt postdoctoral fellow at Freie
Universität Berlin. This is his first book.

www.cambridge.org/9781108733625
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73362-5 — Flemish Textile Workers in England, 1331–1400
Milan Pajic
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and Thought
Fourth Series

______________________________________________________________
General Editor:

 . 
Professor of Medieval History, University of Cambridge, and Fellow of King’s College

Advisory Editors:
 

Associate Professor in Medieval British Social and Economic History, University of Cambridge,
and Fellow of Selwyn College

 

Associate Professor in Early Medieval History, University of Oxford, and Fellow of Balliol College
 . 

Professor of History, Columbia University
 

Associate Professor in History, University of Cambridge, and Fellow of Peterhouse
______________________________________________________________

The series Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and Thought was inaugurated by
G. G. Coulton in 1921; Professor John H. Arnold now acts as General Editor of
the Fourth Series, with Dr Christopher Briggs, Dr Helen Gittos, Professor Adam
J. Kosto, and Dr Magnus Ryan as Advisory Editors. The series brings together
outstanding work by medieval scholars over a wide range of human endeavour
extending from political economy to the history of ideas.

This is book 122 in the series, and a full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/medievallifeandthought

www.cambridge.org/9781108733625
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73362-5 — Flemish Textile Workers in England, 1331–1400
Milan Pajic
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

FLEMISH TEXT ILE WORKERS
IN ENGLAND ,    –   

Immigration, Integration and Economic Development

MILAN PAJIC
Freie Universität Berlin

www.cambridge.org/9781108733625
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73362-5 — Flemish Textile Workers in England, 1331–1400
Milan Pajic
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cb2 8ea, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 

a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108733625

i: 10.1017/9781108774215

© Milan Pajic 2024

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions

of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take 

place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2024

First paperback edition 2025

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data

nae: Pajic, Milan, 1985- author.

ie: Flemish textile-workers in England, 1331-1400 : immigration, integration and economic

development / Milan Pajic.

eciin: 1 Edition. | New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, 2024. | Series:

Cambridge studies in medieval life and thought: fourth series | Includes bibliographical

references and index.

ieniie: ccn 2023022922 (print) | ccn 2023022923 (ebook) | ibn 9781108489201

(hardback) | ibn 9781108733625 (paperback) | ibn 9781108774215 (epub)

bec: c: Textile industry–England–History–14th century. | Weavers–England–History–

14th century. | England–Emigration and immigration–History–14th century. | Flemings–

England–History–14th century. | Social integration–England–History–14th century. |

Economic development–England–History–14th century.

caiicain: cc 9861.7.e53 35 2024 (print) | cc 9861.7.e53 (ebook) | c 338.4/

767709362–dc23/eng/20230720

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023022922

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023022923

ibn   978-1-108-48920-1   Hardback

ibn   978-1-108-73362-5   Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence

or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this 

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will 

remain, accurate or appropriate. 

www.cambridge.org/9781108733625
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73362-5 — Flemish Textile Workers in England, 1331–1400
Milan Pajic
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

CONTENTS

List of Figures page vii
List of Maps viii
List of Tables ix
Acknowledgements xi
Note on Currency, Weights and Measures xiv
List of Abbreviations xvi

 

 -  , 
      

   

      

   – 

     

      

       

 :    

   

        

   

 -    ’

   

 

Appendix : List of Rebels Banished from Bruges , ,
,  

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108733625
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73362-5 — Flemish Textile Workers in England, 1331–1400
Milan Pajic
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Appendix : List of People Banished from Dixmuide Who Were
Offered a Pardon in  

Appendix : Testament of Belia Petressone, London  

Appendix : Testament of Lelia Blawer, London  

Select Bibliography 

Index 

vi

Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108733625
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73362-5 — Flemish Textile Workers in England, 1331–1400
Milan Pajic
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

FIGURES

. Number of cases involving people from the Low Countries
compared with the total number of cases before the
Colchester borough courts between  and  page 

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108733625
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73362-5 — Flemish Textile Workers in England, 1331–1400
Milan Pajic
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

MAPS

 England and the Low Countries c.  – Towns of
immigrants’ origin and settlement page 

 London parishes c. – 

 Colchester c. – 

 Great Yarmouth c. – 

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781108733625
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73362-5 — Flemish Textile Workers in England, 1331–1400
Milan Pajic
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

TABLES

. Number of surviving court rolls: Colchester – page 
. Number of surviving court rolls: Great Yarmouth – 

. Names of Flemings appearing both in London sources
between  and  and on the lists of exiles of
 and those pardoned in  

. Positions in civic office and guilds held by the exiles before
their arrival in England 

. Flemings who left voluntarily traced from the sources
linked with the rebellion 

. Names of Flemings appearing both in the Colchester
borough court rolls between  and  and on the
lists of exiles of  and those pardoned in  

. Occupations of male immigrants from the Low Countries
in Great Yarmouth 

. Names of Flemings appearing both in the Great Yarmouth
borough court rolls between  and  and on the
lists of exiles of  and those pardoned in  

. Names of Flemings appearing both in Norwich and Lynn
sources between  and  and on the lists of exiles
of  and those pardoned in  

. Names of Flemings appearing in Lincolnshire and Yorkshire
sources between  and  and on the lists of exiles of
 and those pardoned in  

. Pleas brought to Colchester borough court – 

. Pleas brought by immigrants to Colchester borough court
– 

. Types of plea brought to Great Yarmouth borough court
– 

. Types of plea brought by immigrants to Great Yarmouth
borough court – 

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108733625
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73362-5 — Flemish Textile Workers in England, 1331–1400
Milan Pajic
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

. Bailiffs of the Flemish weavers in London – 

. Size of the industry in terms of employment – 

. Quantity and types of cloth brought to the alnager of
London – 

. Quantities and types of cloth alnaged in London by
Flemings – 

. Quantities and types of cloth alnaged in London by
Flemings – 

. Quantities and types of cloth alnaged in London by
Flemings – 

. Number of cloths brought to the alnager of London by
different groups of textile workers – 

. Names of Flemish exiles that appear in English sources
and the types of cloth they supplied to the city authorities
of Bruges in the years preceding the exile – 

. Names of Flemish exiles that appear in the English sources
and the types of cloth they supplied to the city authorities
of Ghent in the years preceding the exile – 

. Quantities of wool exported by Flemish exiles and other
textile workers from the Low Countries as evidenced in
the particulars of the customs accounts for Great
Yarmouth  March – March  

. Value of the goods found with exiles at the time of their
arrest by the authorities of Great Yarmouth in  

. Quantities of wool exported by Flemish exiles and other
textile workers from the Low Countries as evidenced in
the particulars of the customs accounts for London
 October – September  

. Number of women from the Low Countries in England
– 

x

List of Tables

www.cambridge.org/9781108733625
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73362-5 — Flemish Textile Workers in England, 1331–1400
Milan Pajic
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Over the past few years, I have had to be on the move and search for
evidence in numerous archives across several locations in order to com-
plete this exciting project. However, this would not have been possible
without the support and help of many people who were around in these
places. In the following sentences, I would like to express my gratitude
to them.
First and foremost, I am grateful to my supervisors, Christophe

Tournu and Marc Boone, for their guidance and support. During my
MA degree, Christophe Tournu’s enthusiasm was particularly inspiring
for the development of my interest in immigration history, as well as for
the framing of the topic for the doctoral thesis. Even though I had no
prior training in medieval history, Marc Boone accepted to co-supervise
this work, and his belief in me was instrumental in the eventual success.
Since then, it has been almost a decade, and whenever I had any
scientific, personal or administrative problem, they were more than ready
to help and encourage me. In the same manner, I would also like to
thank my colleagues and friends Jan Dumolyn, Nora Berend, Bart
Lambert and Miri Rubin. I have benefited from many fruitful exchanges
with them over the past few years, be it at work, in the library, in the
archives, at dinners or lunches, or during coffee breaks. Their guidance
and advice were of crucial help. I would like to single out Jan, who was
my ‘unofficial’ supervisor and introduced me to many practical and
methodological aspects of the historians’ craft that actually allow me to
call myself a medievalist.
I am grateful to all involved in the book’s production at Cambridge

University Press, and to Chris Briggs in particular for all his suggestions
and comments on different versions of the manuscript. Since this work
was first proposed, the editors, John Arnold, Liz Friend-Smith and Liz
Hanlon, have been extremely patient and supportive. Thank you to

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108733625
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73362-5 — Flemish Textile Workers in England, 1331–1400
Milan Pajic
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Chris Jackson for copyediting the material, and anonymous readers for
their feedback on the draft chapters.

During my research stays in the UK, the late Mark Ormrod was always
generous and helped with archival research, and provided comments on
initial drafts which always pushed me to see the broader picture. His
kindness and insightful advice were an inspiration for my career choices,
and all I can say is that he is greatly missed. While I was in London for
almost a year, I made several important findings among the documentary
evidence held at the London Metropolitan Archives (LMA). This was
possible only because of the availability of Professor Caroline Barron,
whose suggestions were always encouraging during our numerous con-
versations at the Institute of Historical Research. I owe a big thanks to
the personnel of different archives in London, Chelmsford, Norwich,
Ghent, Bruges, Brussels and Lille, and especially to Paul Dryburgh and
Jonathan Mackman from the National Archives (TNA). In the same
manner, also to Catherine Otten, for providing me with good and useful
paleography classes, and to Thérèse de Hemptine, who was ready to
jump in whenever my paleographic skills failed me. Over the past few
years I have benefited from discussions with numerous historians during
seminars and conferences that I attended, and to all of them I am very
grateful, in particular to John Lee, John Oldland, James Davis, Liesbeth
van Houts, the late Richard Britnell, Maryanne Kowaleski, Jelle
Haemers, Vedran Sulovsky, John Baker, Jean-Philippe Genet, Martha
Carlin, Marcel Elias, Elodie Lecuppre-Desjardin, Sarina Kuersteiner,
Thomas Ertl, Jim Bolton, Catherine Casson, Benoit Tock, Matthew
Champion, the late Derek Keene, and Sarah Wroot and Davor
Salihovic (both of whom also produced the maps in this book).

This research would have not been possible without financial help
from various funding bodies. Thus, I am grateful to IAP (Inter-
University Attraction Pole) phase VII/ Belgian Science Policy
Project: ‘City and society in the Low Countries (–): Between
resilience and vulnerability’; also to BOF (Bijzonderonderzoek fonds),
which funded my research with the special research fund for a joint
doctorate; to FWO, which funded my research stay in London; as well as
to Collège Doctoral Européen, for funding my travels to conferences and
for the several months needed to finalise the writing up of the disserta-
tion. After my Ph.D., I was privileged to be elected a Junior Research
Fellow at St Catharine’s College at the University of Cambridge. I am
grateful to the Master and Fellows not only for allowing me to conduct
my research in the best possible circumstances for three years, but also for
their hospitality and endlessly constructive conversations. I owe a big
thank you to FSR and to the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation for

xii

Acknowledgements

www.cambridge.org/9781108733625
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-73362-5 — Flemish Textile Workers in England, 1331–1400
Milan Pajic
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

funding my postdoctoral fellowships at the Université Catholique de
Louvain and Freie Universität Berlin.
Parts of this book are based on research conducted for articles pub-

lished in connection with the project IAP City and Society. Sections on
Flemings in London and Colchester in Chapter  and sections on the
massacre of Flemish immigrants in London during the Peasants’ Revolt
of  in Chapter  draw extensively from: B. Lambert and M. Pajic,
‘Drapery in exile: Edward III, Colchester and the Flemings, –’,
History: The Journal of the Historical Association, : (), –;
M. Pajic, ‘Xénophobie et intégration: Le cas de la communauté flamande
de Colchester –’, Revue du Nord (), –; M. Pajic,
‘Flemish rebels in exile: Their perception in th-century London and
the creation of new identities’, in T. Silec and A. Stazzone (eds), Peuples
conquérants, peuples conquis: Perceptions identitaires au Moyen Âge en Europe
(Ixe–XVe siècle), volume issu du colloque international du Centre
d’Études Médiévales Anglaises Paris Sorbonne (– novembre ),
Bulletin des Anglicistes Médiévistes (), pp. –; B. Lambert and
M. Pajic, ‘Immigration and the common profit: Native cloth-workers,
Flemish exiles and royal policy in fourteenth-century London’, Journal of
British Studies, : (), –. Several sections in Chapter  are
taken from J. Dumolyn and M. Pajic, ‘Enemies of the count and of the
city: The collective exile of rebels in fourteenth-century Flanders’, The
Legal History Review, :– (), –. While most of the pub-
lished work reused here is reinforced with additional new research and
rewritten accordingly, statistical data and some examples from archival
sources taken from the aforementioned articles were less subject to major
adjustments.
Of course, the writing of this book was made a lot more pleasant

because of the hospitality of colleagues during my stays in Ghent and
Cambridge. Special thanks go to the late Philip Oliver, Hester Lees-
Jeffries, Jonas Braekevelt, Koen Vanheule, Ewoud Vaerniers, Stefan
Meysman, Matthew O’Farrell and Emerance Delancenserie.
Finally, I am grateful to Céline, who was there for me in the worst

moments, and I owe her a special debt of gratitude for her support,
affection and tolerance.
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NOTE ON CURRENCY, WEIGHTS
AND MEASURES

Given the nature of a study where the main subjects (artisans) under
investigation moved across numerous cities in different countries, a
variety of sources from these areas had to be used. Not only are these
primary materials in several different languages, but they also mention a
variety of currencies, weights and measures throughout the second half of
the fourteenth century that deserve some clarification.

The standard unit for all currencies mentioned in the study was the
pound. Three types of pound circulated in our evidence – pound sterling
from England, pound groot and pound Parisis from Flanders (£ groot =
£ Parisis, and is not to be confused with the livre parisis of France). One
pound (£) contained twenty shillings/schellingen (s), or  pence/
penningen (d). Further subdivisions included a mark (d) for pound
sterling and a mite (d =  miten) for pound groot. When prices, wages
or other values are recorded in Flemish currencies, this is specified by
adding groot or Parisis to the numerals (for example, £ groot). For
English currency (pound sterling), no such additional information is
provided (for example, £ s). As the currency exchange varied greatly
over time, we can only propose indicative conversion rates between
these currencies:

£ sterling = d or s d groot

As regards weights and measures, traditional medieval units were used
across different towns. Wool was sold in sacks of lbs ( kilograms)
and stones of lb (. kilograms). Cloth was measured by the yard (
feet, or . metres) or the ell, which was often as long as a yard and a

 These approximate values are based on currency exchanges observed by Hans van Werveke across
various financial sources in Flanders for the fiscal years  and . H. van Werveke,
‘Westeuropese munstelsels in de tweede helft van de veertiende eeuw’, Handelingen der
Maatschaapij voor Geschiedenis en Oudheidkunde te Gent,  (), –, at .
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quarter (.metres). Depending on the type of cloth, sizes fluctuated, but
it is considered that throughout the second half of the fourteenth century
the dimensions of a standard English broadcloth were  yards long and
 yards wide, while narrower cloths such as straits or russets from Essex
were  yards long and  yards wide.

 J. H. Munro, ‘Medieval woollens: The western European woollens and their struggles for
international markets, c. –’, in D. Jenkins (ed.), The Cambridge History of Western
Textiles,  vols. (Cambridge and New York, ), vol. I, pp. –; R. H. Britnell, Growth
and Decline in Colchester, – (Cambridge, ), p. .
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ABBREVIATIONS

ADN Archives départementales du Nord.
Benham, Court
Rolls

The Court Rolls of the Borough of Colchester, ed. W. G.
Benham and H. I. Jeayes,  vols. (Colchester,
–).

CCA Canterbury Cathedral Archives.
CCR Calendar of the Close Rolls Preserved in the Public Record

Office,  vols. (London, –).
CFR Calendar of the Fine Rolls Preserved in the Public Record

Office,  vols. (London, –).
CPMR Calendar of the Plea and Memoranda Rolls Preserved

among the Archives of the Corporation of the City of
London at the Guildhall, ed. A. H. Thomas and Philip
E. Jones,  vols. (Cambridge, –).

CPR Calendar of the Patent Rolls Preserved in the Public
Record Office,  vols. (London, –).

ERO Essex Record Office.
Espinas, Pirenne,
Recueil

Recueil des documents relatifs à l’histoire de l’industrie
drapière en Flandre, ed. G. Espinas and H. Pirenne,
 vols. (Brussels, ).

Fenwick, Poll
Taxes

The Poll Taxes of , , and , ed. C. C.
Fenwick,  vols. (Oxford, ).

HRO Hampshire Record Office.
Letter Books Calendar of Letter-Books of the City of London: A–L, ed.

R. R. Sharpe (London, ).
LMA London Metropolitan Archives.
NRO Norfolk Record Office.
PROME The Parliamentary Rolls of Medieval England, ed.

C. Given-Wilson et al.,  vols. (Woodbridge, ).
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RAG Rijksarchief Gent.
SAB Stadsarchief Brugge.
SAG Stadsarchief Gent.
SRO Suffolk Record Office.
TNA The National Archives.
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