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Despite increasingly hardened visions of racial difference in colonial govern-
ance in French Africa after World War I, interracial sexual relationships
persisted, resulting in the births of thousands of children. These children,
mostly born to African women and European men, sparked significant debate
in French society about the status of multiracial people — debates historians
have termed “the métis problem.” Drawing on extensive archival and oral
history research in Gabon, Republic of Congo, Senegal, and France, Rachel
Jean-Baptiste investigates the fluctuating identities of métis. Crucially, she
centers claims by the métis themselves to access French social and citizenship
rights amid the refusal by fathers to recognize their lineage and in the context
of changing African racial thought and practice. In this original history of
race-making, belonging, and rights, Jean-Baptiste demonstrates the diverse
ways in which métis individuals and collectives carved out visions of racial
belonging as children and citizens in Africa, Europe, and internationally.

RACHEL JEAN-BAPTISTE is Associate Professor of History at the University of
California, Davis. She has previously published Conjugal Rights: Marriage,
Sexuality, and Urban Life in Colonial Libreville, Gabon (2014) as well as
articles in edited books and academic journals. She is Co-President of the
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African Studies Association and the UK editorial collective of Gender
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AFRICAN IDENTITIES: PAST AND PRESENT

GENERAL EDITORS

Toyin Falola, The University of Texas at Austin
Carina Ray, Brandeis University

African Identities: Past and Present offers scholars a unique publishing platform
for exploring the multivalent processes through which collective identities have
come into being. Books in this series probe the work that African identities have
been made to do, the varied investments that historical and contemporary actors
have made in them, and the epistemological dilemmas and intellectually fraught
politics of writing about such contingent categories of being. The focus on African
identities makes clear the series’ commitment to publishing histories of the complex
and ongoing processes of identity formation through which Africans have taken on
shared senses of being. This series calls upon its authors to unpack the flexible, fluid,
contingent, and interactive nature of collective African identities, while also
exploring how historical actors have alternatively sought to delimit, expand or
otherwise challenge the boundaries of such identities.
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