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Abstract: Utilitarians identify morality with the impartial promotion of
well-being. This Element asks how utilitarianism might develop in
possible futures broken by climate change or transformed by new

technologies. It argues that concern for future people should dominate
our ethical thinking, that an adequate utilitarian future ethic must be

collective and pessimistic, and that future utilitarians must think
imaginatively about the nature of well-being, the value of possible

future populations, and the threat of human extinction. Utilitarianism is
presented as a living ethical tradition, not an abstract set of timeless

principles or a purely historical artefact.
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