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Abstract: Derek Parfit (1942-2017) was one of the most important and
influential moral philosophers of the late twentieth and early twenty-
first centuries. This Element offers a critical introduction to his wide-

ranging ethical thought, focussing especially on his two most
significant works, Reasons and Persons (1984) and On What Matters
(2011), and their contribution to the consequentialist moral tradition.
Topics covered include: rationality and objectivity, distributive justice,
self-defeating moral theories, Parfit's Triple Theory (according to which
consequentialism, contractualism, and Kantian ethics ultimately
converge), personal identity, and population ethics.

Keywords: Parfit, consequentialism, ethical theory, population ethics,
distributive justice
© Richard Yetter Chappell 2021

ISBNs: 9781108730532 (PB), 9781108582377 (OC)
ISSNs: 2516-4031 (online), 2516-4023 (print)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108730532
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-73053-2 — Parfit's Ethics
Richard Yetter Chappell
Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

1 Introduction 1
2 Rationality and Objectivity 2
3 Distributive Justice 10
4 Character and Consequence 20
5 The Triple Theory 27
6 Personal Identity 37
7 Population Ethics 47
8 Conclusion 54

References 56

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108730532
www.cambridge.org

