
Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-71932-2 — Rural Development in Southeast Asia
Jonathan Rigg 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Elements in Politics and Society in Southeast Asia
edited by

Edward Aspinal

Australian National University

Meredith L. Weiss
University at Albany, SUNY

RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Dispossession, Accumulation
and Persistence

Jonathan Rigg
University of Bristol

www.cambridge.org/9781108719322
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-71932-2 — Rural Development in Southeast Asia
Jonathan Rigg 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108719322

DOI: 10.1017/9781108750622

© Jonathan Rigg 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-71932-2 Paperback
ISSN 2515-2998 (online)
ISSN 2515-298X (print)

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108719322
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-71932-2 — Rural Development in Southeast Asia
Jonathan Rigg 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Rural Development in Southeast Asia

Dispossession, Accumulation and Persistence

Elements in Politics and Society in Southeast Asia

DOI: 10.1017/9781108750622
First published online: October 2020

Jonathan Rigg
University of Bristol

Author for correspondence: Jonathan Rigg, jonathan.rigg@bristol.ac.uk

Abstract: Rural areas and rural people have been centrally implicated in
Southeast Asia’s modernisation. Through the three entry points of

smallholder persistence, upland dispossession, and landlessness, this
Element offers an insight into the ways in which the countryside has
been transformed over the past half century. Drawing on primary

fieldwork undertaken in Laos, Thailand and Vietnam, and secondary
studies from across the region, Rigg shows how the experience of
Southeast Asia offers a counterpoint and a challenge to standard,
historicist understandings of agrarian change and, more broadly,
development. Taking a rural view allows an alternative lens for

theorising and judging Southeast Asia’s modernisation experience and
narrative. The Element argues that if we are to capture the nature – and
not just the direction and amount – of agrarian change in Southeast
Asia, then we need to view the countryside as more than rural and

greater than farming.
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