
Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-71431-0 — East Africa after Liberation
Jonathan Fisher
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

|East Africa after Liberation

Between 1986 and 1994 East Africa’s postcolonial, political settlement was

profoundly challenged as four revolutionary ‘liberation’ movements seized

power in Eritrea, Ethiopia, Rwanda and Uganda. After years of armed

struggle against vicious dictatorships, these movements transformed from

rebels to rulers, promising to deliver ‘fundamental change’. This study

exposes, examines and underlines the acute challenges each has faced in

doing so.

Drawing on over 130 interviews with the region’s post-liberation elite,

undertaken over the course of a decade, Jonathan Fisher takes a fresh and

empirically grounded approach to explaining the fast-moving politics of

the region over the last three decades, focusing on the role and influence of

its guerrilla governments. East Africa after Liberation sheds critical light

on the competing pressures that post-liberation governments contend with

as they balance reformist aspirations with accommodation of countervail-

ing interests, historical trajectories and their own violent organisational

cultures.

jonathan fisher is Reader in African Politics in the International

Development Department at the University of Birmingham and Research

Fellow at the Centre for Gender and Africa Studies at the University of the

Free State, South Africa. His research focuses on the intersection between

authoritarian rule, political transformation and (in)security in East Africa.

His work has been funded by the AHRC, British Academy, ESRC, Face-

book and the Newton Fund and has been published in journals such as

African Affairs, International Affairs and World Development.
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