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PhD degrees and, 6
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‘ACF and clinical
programme’, 7-8
selection of programme for,
14-17
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Academic Clinical
Lectureship (ACL)
application process for,
11-12
description of, 10-11

interview structure and
general content for, 42-4
NIHR checklists for, 12
in Northern Ireland, 12-13
prerequisites for, 11
selection of programme for,
14-17
white space questions
for, 34-6
academic ethical scenarios,
89-90
Academic Foundation
Programme (AFP)
application process for, 3, 5
description of, 1-2
interview structure and
general content for, 42-4
in Northern Ireland, 12-13
posts available and
applicants to, 2, 3
programme structures in,
2-3,4
in Scotland, 13
selection of programme for,
14-17
SJT exam prior to, 5
timeline for application to, 5
white space questions for,
32-3,97-9
academic national training
number (NTN[A])
ACEF application process
and, 7-9
ACF guarantee of, 5, 6
after ACL, 10
academic portfolio, 17
advice for building, 17
clinical audits in, 24-6
clinical experience in, 18-19
interview questions about,
44-56
leadership and management
experience in, 27-8
mentorship in, 28
non-medical and non-
academic skills in, 28
QIPs in, 24, 26
research experience in,
19-24

teaching experience in, 26-7
tips for, 30
academic post, interview
questions about pursuit
of, 61-2
academic projects. See research
projects
Academic Units of Application
(AUoA), 3-5
interview questions about
reasons for applying
to, 61-2
posts available and
applicants to, 2, 3
programme structures in,
2-3,4
ACF. See Academic Clinical
Fellowship
achievement
demonstration of, 44-5
interview questions about
greatest, 48-9
ACL. See Academic Clinical
Lectureship
AFP. See Academic Foundation
Programme
application
academic portfolio for,
17-28, 30
ACEF process of, 6-9
ACL process of, 11-12
AFP process of, 3, 5
awards and prizes listed
on, 37
CV for, 17, 28-9
online portal for, 31
presentations listed on, 36-7
publications listed on, 36
references listed on, 37-8
selection of programme for,
14-17
white space questions of,
3-5,31-6
arrival, for interview, 40
audits
in academic portfolio, 24-6
interview questions about,
83, 84-5
typical ACL questions on, 34
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AUOA. See Academic Units of
Application
awards
in academic portfolio, 23
on application form, 37
typical ACL questions on, 35

blank cheque question, 86-7
body-language, 41

CAMP structure, for interview
questions, 40-1
Cancer Research UK
(CRUK), 68
career
interview questions about,
44-56
programme selection
considerations and, 14
pursuit of academic, 56-7,
61-2, 66, 67
pursuit of clinical, 67
career goals, interview
questions about, 51-2
career pathways, academic. See
academic career pathways
case reports
in academic portfolio, 21
interview questions about,
75, 76-7
clinical audits
in academic portfolio, 24-6
interview questions about,
83, 84-5
typical ACL questions
on, 34
clinical benchmarking, ACF,
7, 8-9
clinical career, interview
questions about pursuit
of, 67
clinical experience
in academic portfolio, 18-19
importance of, 17
interview questions about,
77-85
clinical governance, interview
questions about, 82-3
Clinical Lectureship. See
Academic Clinical
Lectureship
clinical mistakes, interview
questions about, 80-1
clinical research projects, in
academic portfolio, 20
clinical scenarios, 77-80

clothes, for interview, 40
cohort studies
in academic portfolio, 20
interview questions about,
75, 76-7
commitment, demonstration
of, 44-5, 51-2, 57, 91-2
communication skills, typical
ACL questions on, 35
competitive candidates, 17
conference presentations
in academic portfolio, 22-3
typical ACL questions on, 35
consent for minors, interview
questions about, 81-2
core surgical training (CST),
ACEF application process
and, 7-9
course attendance, 18-19
critical analysis, of abstracts or
papers, 72
CRUK. See Cancer
Research UK
CST. See core surgical training
curriculum vitae (CV)
advice for writing, 28-9
early start of, 17
interview questions about,
44-56
structure of, 29

deaneries. See also specific

deaneries

ACEF application process
in, 7

ACF programme structures
in, 6

AFP applicants and posts
per, 2,3

AFP application process
in, 3-5

AFP programme structures
in, 2-3, 4

AFP white space questions
of, 32-3, 97-9

applicant selection of, 15

interview feedback from, 92

interview questions about
reasons for applying
to, 61-2

teaching training in, 27

Duty of Candour, interview

questions about, 80-1

East Anglia (Cambridge)
job structure in, 4

posts available and
applicants to, 3
white space questions for,
32-3,97
East Anglia (Norfolk and
Norwich)
job structure in, 4
posts available and
applicants to, 3
East Midlands
job structure in, 4
posts available and
applicants to, 3
white space questions for, 97
EBH. See Essex, Bedfordshire
and Hertfordshire
EBM. See evidence-based
medicine
electives, 18
Essex, Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire (EBH)
posts available and
applicants to, 3
white space questions
for, 97
ethical approval, for research
studies, 63
ethical scenarios, 89-90
evidence pyramid, interview
questions about, 75,
76-7
evidence-based medicine
(EBM), interview
questions about, 74-5
extracurricular interests
in academic portfolio, 28
as answer to greatest
achievement
question, 48-9

feedback, after
interview, 92
Foundation Programme (FP)
academic work in, 1-2
AFP application and, 3-5
funding, for research projects,
63, 68
future goals, interview
questions about, 51-2,
64, 65-6

Gillick and Fraser competence,
interview questions
about, 81-2

goals, interview questions
about, 51-2, 64, 65-6
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grant proposals, interview
questions about, 63, 68

handshake, at interview, 42

Health Research Authority
(HRA), 63

hierarchy of evidence,
interview questions about,
75, 76-7

hobbies, in academic
portfolio, 28

HRA. See Health Research
Authority

IATP. See Integrated Academic
Training Pathway
IMT. See internal medicine
training
informed consent, interview
questions about, 81
in-press publications, on
application form, 36
Integrated Academic
Training Pathway (IATP),
1, 2, 12. See also Academic
Clinical Fellowship;
Academic Clinical
Lectureship; Academic
Foundation Programme
in Northern Ireland, 12-13
in Scotland, 13
in Wales, 13
intercalated degrees, 23
internal medicine training
(IMT), ACF application
process and, 7-9
interview, 39
ACF, 7, 8-9, 42-4
ACL, 11-12,42-4
AFP, 4-5, 42-4
answer advice for, 40-2, 44
arrival for, 40
career and portfolio
questions in, 44-56
clinical questions in, 77-85
end of, 91-2
feedback on, 92
first few questions in, 42
‘mean’ or ‘nasty’ interviewer
advice for, 90-1
miscellaneous questions in,
86-90
practical considerations
before, 40
practice, 39-40, 93-6
preparation for, 39-40

research questions in,
56-75, 76-7

results of, 92

steps to take after, 92

structure and general
content of, 42-4

jargon, 41, 61-2

journal publications
in academic portfolio, 21-2
on application form, 36
critical analysis of, 72
interview questions about,

68-72

typical ACL questions on, 35

laboratory work, in academic
portfolio, 20
leadership experience
in academic portfolio, 27-8
interview questions
about, 54-5
typical ACL questions on, 35
letter to the editor, in academic
portfolio, 21
levels of evidence, interview
questions about, 75, 76-7
logbooks, for surgical
procedures, 18
London and South East, posts
available and applicants
to, 3

management experience
in academic portfolio, 27-8
typical ACL questions on, 35
Masters in Medical
Education, 27
MBPHD degrees, 23
‘mean’ interviewers, 90-1
medical achievements,
interview questions about
greatest, 48-9
medical education
in academic portfolio, 26-7
interview questions
about, 52-4
typical ACL questions on, 34
Medical Research Council
(MRC), 68
medical research societies, in
academic portfolio, 24
mentorship, in academic
portfolio, 28
meta—analysis, interview
questions about, 75, 76-7

mock interviews, 39-40, 93-6
MRC. See Medical Research
Council

‘nasty’ interviewers, 90-1
National Institute for Health
Research (NIHR)
ACEF positions, 6-7
ACL application checklists
of, 12
ACL posts, 10, 11-12
research funding by, 68
national selection interview,
ACEF application process
and, 8-9
National Student Association
of Medical Research
(NSAMR), 24
national training
number (NTN)
ACEF application process
and, 7-9
ACEF guarantee of, 5, 6
for ACL application, 10
NHS contract, for ACLs, 10-11
NIHR. See National Institute
for Health Research
North West of England
job structure in, 4
posts available and
applicants to, 3
white space questions for, 98
Northern
job structure in, 4
posts available and
applicants to, 3
white space questions for, 97
Northern Ireland
IATP adoption in, 12-13
posts available and
applicants to, 3
white space questions for, 98
NSAMR. See National Student
Association of Medical
Research
NTN. See national training
number
NTNIJA]. See academic
national training number

online portals, 31
Oxford
job structure in, 4
posts available and
applicants to, 3
white space questions for, 33
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panel, interview, 42
papers. See research papers
patient safety, in answers to
interview questions,
78-80, 82-3, 84
PDSA framework, 26, 84
person you admire question,
87, 88-9
personal homeostasis, for
interview, 40
personal questions
‘tell me about yourself, 44-5
typical ACL, 34
personal skills, typical ACL
questions on, 35
PhD, ACF candidates with, 6
portfolio. See academic
portfolio
Postgraduate Diploma in
Medical Education, 27
postgraduate exams, 19
practice interviews,
39-40, 93-6
preparation, for interview,
39-40
presentations
in academic portfolio, 22-3
on application form, 36-7
typical ACL questions on, 35
prizes
in academic portfolio,
23
on application form, 37
typical ACL questions on, 35
programme selection, 14
location considerations
in, 15
personal and career
considerations in, 14
project considerations in,
16-17
project proposals, job-winning,
16-17
publications
in academic portfolio, 21-2
on application form, 36
critical analysis of, 72
interview questions about,
68-72
typical ACL questions on, 35

quality improvement projects
(QIPs)
in academic portfolio, 24, 26
interview questions
about, 84-5

randomised controlled trials
(RCTs), interview
questions about, 75, 76-7
references, on application
form, 37-8
registrar, ACF application as, 9
research
audits compared with,
83, 84
trainee involvement in, 72-3
research experience
in academic portfolio, 19-24
additional degrees, 23
interview questions about,
56-75, 76-7
presentations, 22-3
prizes, 23
projects, 16-17, 19-21
publications, 21-2
society membership, 24
typical ACL questions on, 35
research goals, interview
questions about, 64, 65-6
research papers
in academic portfolio, 21-2
on application form, 36
critical analysis of, 72
interview questions about,
68-72
typical ACL questions on, 35
research projects
in academic portfolio, 19-21
early start on, 17
funding for, 63, 68
identification of
potential, 64
interview questions about,
57-60, 62-4, 65-6
job-winning, 16-17
research question, 62
research skills courses, 24
research societies, in academic
portfolio, 24
research study design,
interview questions
about, 62-4
review articles, in academic
portfolio, 21
role model question, 87, 88-9

Scotland
IATP adoption in, 13
job structure in, 4
posts available and
applicants to, 3
white space questions for, 33

Scottish Clinical Research
Excellence Development
Scheme (SCREDS), 13

Severn, job structure in, 4

shoot-foot questions, 50,
65-6, 80

SJT exam, AFP application
after, 5

South West

job structure in, 4
posts available and
applicants to, 3
white space questions for, 98
specialist training (ST), ACF
application process
and, 7-9

specialty, interview questions
about pursuit of, 46, 47-8

sponsorship, for research
studies, 63

SSC. See student selected
component

ST. See specialist training

STARSurg group. See Student
Audit and Research in
Surgery group

strength, interview questions
about greatest, 49, 50

Student Audit and Research in
Surgery (STARSurg)
group, 25-6

student selected component
(SSC), 18

study design, interview
questions about, 62-4

study protocol, 63

summer projects, 17

supervisor, identification of
potential, 64

surgical procedures, logbooks
for, 18

systematic review

in academic portfolio, 20
interview questions about,
75, 76-7

taster weeks, 18
teaching experience
in academic portfolio, 26-7
interview questions
about, 52-4
typical ACL questions on, 34
team working skills
interview questions
about, 55-6
typical ACL questions on, 35
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‘tell me about yourself’
question, 44-5

Thames, job structure
in, 4

trainees, interview questions
about, 72-3

travel, for interview, 40

UK academic career pathways.

See academic career
pathways

unlimited funds question,
86-7

Wales
IATP adoption in, 13
job structure in, 4

posts available and
applicants to, 3
white space questions
for, 98-9
WCAT. See Welsh Clinical
Academic Training
weakness, interview questions
about greatest, 50, 51
Wellcome Trust, 68
Welsh Clinical Academic
Training (WCAT), 13
Wessex
job structure in, 4
posts available and
applicants to, 3
white space questions
for, 99

West Midlands
job structure in, 4
posts available and
applicants to, 3
white space questions
for, 99
white space questions,
3-5,31-6
advice for answering, 31-2
typical ACF, 34
typical ACL, 34-6
typical AFP, 32-3, 97-9

Yorkshire and Humber
job structure in, 4
posts available and

applicants to, 3
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