Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-70861-6 — Postcognitivist Beckett

Olga Beloborodova
Frontmatter
More Information

Cambridge Elements™

Elements in Beckett Studies
edited by

Dirk Van Hulle
University of Oxford

Mark Nixon
University of Reading

POSTCOGNITIVIST
BECKETT

Olga Beloborodova
University of Antwerp

8 CAMBRIDGE

%5 UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108708616
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-70861-6 — Postcognitivist Beckett
Olga Beloborodova

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108708616
DOI: 10.1017/9781108771108

© Olga Beloborodova 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.
ISBN 978-1-108-70861-6 Paperback
ISSN 2632-0746 (online)
ISSN 2632-0738 (print)
Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108708616
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-70861-6 — Postcognitivist Beckett
Olga Beloborodova

Frontmatter

More Information

Postcognitivist Beckett
Elements in Beckett Studies

DOI: 10.1017/9781108771108
First published online: April 2020

Olga Beloborodova
University of Antwerp

Author for correspondence: Olga Beloborodova,
olga.beloborodova@uantwerpen.be

Abstract: The aim of this Element is to offer a reassessment of Beckett's
alleged Cartesianism using the theoretical framework of extended
cognition — a cluster of present-day philosophical theories that
guestion the mind’s brain-bound nature and see cognition primarily as
a process of interaction between the human brain and the environment
it operates in. The principal argument defended here is that despite the
Cartesian bias introduced by early Beckett scholarship, Beckett's
fictional minds are not isolated ‘skullscapes’. Instead, they are
grounded in interaction with their fictional storyworlds, however
impoverished those may have become in the later part of his writing
career.
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