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In much of the Muslim world, Islamic political and economic move-
ments appear to have a comparative advantage. Relative to similar
secular groups, they are better able to mobilize supporters and sus-
tain their cooperation long term. Nowhere is this more apparent than
in Turkey, a historically secular country that has experienced a sharp
rise in Islamic-based political and economic activity. Drawing on rich
data sources and econometric methods, Avital Livny challenges existing
explanations – such as personal faith – for the success of these move-
ments. Instead, Livny shows that the Islamic advantage is rooted in
feelings of trust among individuals with a shared, religious group iden-
tity. This group-based trust serves as an effective substitute for more
generalized feelings of interpersonal trust, which are largely absent
in many Muslim-plurality countries. The book presents a new argu-
ment for conceptualizing religion as both a personal belief system and
a collective identity.

Avital Livny is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Sci-
ence, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She is the recipient of
several awards from the National Science Foundation, the US Depart-
ment of Education, and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Her
dissertation research also received the Juan Linz Award from the APSA
Comparative Democratization Section.

www.cambridge.org/9781108707237
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-70723-7 — Trust and the Islamic Advantage
Avital Livny 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Trust and the Islamic Advantage

Religious-Based Movements in Turkey and the Muslim

World

AVITAL LIVNY

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

www.cambridge.org/9781108707237
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-70723-7 — Trust and the Islamic Advantage
Avital Livny 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, usa

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of  
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org  
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108707237
doi: 10.1017/9781108751667

© Avital Livny 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,  
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020
First paperback edition 2022

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

isbn  978-1-108-48552-4  Hardback
isbn  978-1-108-70723-7  Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or  
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in  
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,  
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108707237
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-70723-7 — Trust and the Islamic Advantage
Avital Livny 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

To my family

www.cambridge.org/9781108707237
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-70723-7 — Trust and the Islamic Advantage
Avital Livny 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Figures page ix
List of Tables xi
Acknowledgments xii

1 Introduction 1
Lessons from the Turkish Case 4
A Trust-Based Theory of Islamic-Based Movements 5
Existing Theories of Islamic Politics and Economics 11
Preview of Findings 13
Plan of the Book 14

P A R T I Theoretical Development

2 Understanding the Rise of Islamic-Based Movements
in the Muslim World 21
2.1 Political and Economic Activity in the Muslim World 24
2.2 Existing Theories of Islamic-Based Mobilization 29
2.3 A Theoretical Evaluation of Existing Explanations 35

3 Evaluating Existing Theories of the Islamic Advantage 37
3.1 Empirical Implications of the Grievance Theory 38
3.2 Assessing the Faith-Based Theory of “Transvaluation” 45
3.3 The Role of Information in Islamic Politics 59
3.4 The Puzzle of the Islamic Advantage 64

4 Generalized Distrust and the Participation Gap
in the Muslim World 65
4.1 The Value of Interpersonal Trust 67
4.2 Trust and Trustworthiness in the Muslim World 78
4.3 Can Trust Expectations Be Improved? 84
4.4 The Trust Problem in the Muslim World 91

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108707237
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-70723-7 — Trust and the Islamic Advantage
Avital Livny 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

viii Contents

5 Muslim Identity and Group-Based Trust 94
5.1 Trust within Identity Groups 96
5.2 Islam as a Group Identity 105
5.3 Conclusion 121

P A R T II Applications and Empirics

6 Explaining the Islamic Advantage in Political Participation 125
6.1 The Trust Problem in Mass Political Movements 126
6.2 The Trust-Based Islamic Advantage in Mass Politics 132
6.3 State Repression and the Islamic Advantage 140
6.4 Conclusion 145

7 Islam, Trust, and Strategic Voting in Turkey 148
7.1 The Complexities of the Turkish Electoral System 150
7.2 The Trust Problem in Voter Coordination 158
7.3 Trust and the Success of Turkey’s Islamic Parties 166
7.4 Conclusion 178

8 The Quasi-Integration of Firms in an Islamic Community:
The Case of MÜSİAD 181
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