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  Africa       5  –     6   ,   76   
  Allen, Sarah      122  ,   124  ,   126  ,   137   
  alterity      33   
  Ames, Roger      127  ,   133  ,   146n8   
  ancestors      43  ,   62  ,   63  ,   101  ,   106  ,   120  ,   123  ,   128  , 

  130  ,   131  ,   132  ,   134  ,   136  ,   144  ,   150  
  divine      125    

  ancestral rites, stripping from a person-spirit   
   110  ,   111  ,   114   

  ancestral substances      102  ,   105   
  anti- hierarchies      27   
  apotropaic      84   
  archaic, the      1  ,   5  ,   18   
  Arendt, Hannah      13   
  Arnason, Johan      7n1  ,   10  ,   15  ,   16   
  aspiration,      see    self- cultivation  
  astronomical observation      119  ,   121   
  axial civilisations    

  and religions      13  ,   14  ,   90  ,   97          

   bakhti       29   
  barbarism      24  ,   27  ,   34  ,   36  ,   142  ,   171  ,   180   
  Barker, Graeme      117   
  Barth, Fredrik      35   
  Bastian, Adolf      9   
  Beard, Mary      4   
  Bellah, Robert      13   
  Billioud, Sebastien and Thoreval, Joel      170   
  Bloch, Maurice      15   
  Boas, Franz      10   
  bodily substances      49  ,   74   
  boiling and steaming      50  ,   56  ,   58  ,   61  ,   74   
  border zones of civilisations      135   
  boundaries, porosity of,      84   
  Braudel, Fernand      19   
  bread      56  ,   65  ,   66  ,   68  ,   70   

  Buddhism    
  maritime      91   
  as a transformative civilisation      139  , 

   141  –     46   ,   147    
  bureaucratisation      134  ,   136  ,   155         

  centres      38  ,   41   
  centring       41  –     42   ,   108  ,   127  ,   136  ,   145  ,   152  ,   154  , 

  158n2  ,   159  ,   177   
  ceramics and pottery      50  ,   53  ,   54  ,   55  ,   56  ,   66  , 

  68  ,     82  ,   117   
  Chang Kwang- chih      106  ,   119   
  change    

  additive      73   
  irreversible, transformative and 

transgressive      136  ,   138  ,   141  ,   143  ,   146  ,   154    
  chaos/ order      12  ,   38  ,   152  ,   160  ,   170  ,   171  ,   177   
  charisma      15  ,   159   
  Childe, Gordon      75   
  China and Africa      6   
  cities      5  ,   17  ,   118  ,   120  ,   122   
  civil society      167   
  ‘civilisation’, a new word,      156   
  civilisation, summarised      46   
  civilisational spread      9  ,   11  ,    33  –     35   ,   49  ,   89  ,   183   
  Clark, Kenneth       3  –     4    
  clash of civilisations      10   
  coastal networks    

  Neolithic      79  ,   87  ,   119    
  collective representations      8   
  Confucian learning    

  and self- cultivation      143  ,   166  ,    167  –     70     
  Corfi eld, Penelope      20   
  correlative thinking and calculation      134   
  cosmocracy      33  ,   129  ,   150   
  cosmogony      137  ,   159   
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  cosmology      38  ,   126  ,   150   
  Crapanzano, Vincent      21   
  criticism    

  an axial age potential,      97    
  critique of hierarchy in civilisations      109  ,   114   , 

 see also    renunciation  
  culinary differences      49   
  cults of affl iction      86  ,   102   
  culture areas      1  ,   9  ,   35   ,  see also    civilisational 

spread      
  cultural preference as genetic selective 

force      58  ,   66         

  Damon, Fred      26  ,   36   
  Daoist religion      139  ,   158   
  demonic and demon- controlling powers   

   148  ,   151  ,   159   
  descent      44  ,   140   
  Descola, Philippe      44   
  Diamond, Jared      45   
  differentiation, modes of      42   
  diffusion      80  ,   121  ,   133   
  Diop, Cheikh Anta      78   
  disorder,      see    chaos  
  divination      123  ,     134  ,   141   
  divine emperors      138   
  dominant minorities (Toynbee)      2  ,   3   
  Dumont, Louis       25  –     30   ,   46  ,   95  ,   109   
  Durkheim, Emile      7         

  earth cults      102  ,   103  
  as an expanding network of territorial 

cults      104    
  egalitarianism      26  ,   28  ,   40   ,  see also  

  Woodburn, James  ;   Lewis, Jerome  ; 
  Walker, Harry  

  Eisenstadt, Shmuel      15  ,   16   
  Elias, Norbert       22  –     24    
  empire, emperor      136  ,   147   
  encompassment      25  ,    39  –     41   ,   45  ,   129  ,   147  ,   182   
  espiritismo (Cuban)      110   
  Espirito Santo, D.      110   
  ethnology      12   
  Eurasia      14  ,   75  ,   90         

   fa       149  ,   159   
  von Falkenhausen, Lothar      130  ,   132   
  famine (Great Leap Forward)      172   
  Fei Xiaotong      166   
  Fernandez- Armesto, F.      4   
  fi lial piety      144  ,   166   
  Fong, Vanessa      165   

  food    
  sharing of      43  ,   47  ,   48  ,   63  ,   72  ,   98   
  global Neolithic network of      80  ,   83    

  Fortes, Meyer      6  ,   99  ,   100   
  Foucault, Michel      23   
  Freedman, Maurice      6  ,   100   
  Freud, Sigmund       20  –     21          

  galactic systems      33   
  Geertz, Clifford      94   
  genealogy      124  ,   134   
  Geschiere, P.      98   
  Gluckman, Max      102   
   goma  drum      103   
  Goody, Jack      17  ,   18  ,   75   
  Graeber, David      90   
  grain      56  ,   58   
  Granet, Marcel      116  ,   124   
  Great Traditions      32   
  grinding      50  ,   54  ,   55  ,   64  ,   65  ,   118         

  ter Haar, Barend      151n10   
  habitus      21   
  healing practices      85   
  heritage      155  ,   180  ,   186   
  heterarchy      31  ,   42  ,   127  ,   148  ,   185   
  hierarchy      17  ,   19  ,   26  ,   95  ,   98  ,   107  ,   120  ,   121  ,   123  , 

  141  ,     150  ,   153  ,   158  
  of recognition      21  ,   40   
  of statuses      62    

  high- end states      14  ,   139   
  historical human types      29   
  histories,      see    long- term histories  ;   human 

history  
  holistic integration      11   
   homo aegalis       28  ,   29   
   homo hierarchicus       28  ,   29   
  human history, history of humanity      2  ,   13   
  human interpersonal relations      174   
  Humbold, Alexander      30   
  hunter- gatherers      26   
  Huntingdon, Samuel      11         

  ideology      25  ,   28  ,   30  ,   40  ,   43  ,   156   
  immanence      14  ,   30  ,   97  ,   127  ,   184   
  immortality      120  ,   131  ,   134  ,   135  ,   140  ,     145  ,   152  , 

  154  ,   158   
  incense      72  ,   79  ,   86   
  individualism      109  ,   173   
  inhibition      21   
  integument      116   
  invisible/ visible      43  ,   44  ,   98  ,   128  ,   152         
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  Jansen, J.      103   
  Jaspers, Karl      13   
  Jullien, Francois      152         

  Keightley, D.      106   
  king’s body      94   
  kingship      102   
  knowledge, modes of transmission of      35   , 

 see also    learning, mode of  
  Kotkin, S.      23   
  Kultur      20  ,   22   
  Kulturkreis,      see    culture areas        

  Lan, David      102   
  Leach, Edmund      34   
  learning, mode of      36  ,   37  ,   39  ,   42  ,   154  ,  

  160  ,   178   
  Lenz, Carola      103   
  Levi- Strauss, Claude      75  ,   89   
  Lewis, Jerome      26   
  life force      3   
  lineages,      see    ancestors  ;   genealogy  
  local deities      143  ,   144  ,   148   
  long- term histories      5  ,   40  ,   116   ,  see also  

  sequences        

  MacGaffey, W.      111  ,   113   
  Mandate of Tian (heaven)      157   
  masquerades      107   
  mass mobilisation      164   
  Mauss, Marcel       7  –     12   ,   84   
  Mbeki, Thabo      77   
  meritocratic hierarchy      28  ,   156  ,   180   
  Metzger, Thomas      167  ,   168   
   minkisi       111  ,   112   
  Mintz, Sidney      23  ,   110   
  modernisation      155  ,   160   
  moral milieus, moral person      8  ,     10  ,   43  ,   161   , 

 see also    public good  
  moral vacuum      174   
  Morris, Ian      14  ,   20  ,   45  ,   139         

  nation      170  ,   179   
  natural harmony and creativity      31   
  Needham, Joseph      116   
  neolithic civilisation (neolithicity)      89  ,   94   
  neolithic society      75         

  objects      45  ,   149  
  encompassing      27   
  keystone      125  ,   176   
  stranger      84   

  as subjects      101   
  totalising      26    

  obsidian      82   
  Olusuga, David      4   
  ontology      45   
  orphan souls      146  ,   147   
  outrigger canoes      81  ,   85   
  outside/ inside      12  ,   39  ,   40  ,   108  ,  

  151  ,   179   
  ovens      54  ,   66         

  Parry, Jonathan      97  ,   98   
  Pentecostalism      114   
  people      169  ,   170  ,   175  ,   176   
  pharmakon      85  ,   86   ,  see also    healing 

practices  ;   apotropaic  
  place, sense of      150   
  political economy      17  ,    20  –     21   ,   45  ,   98   
  porridge and beer      54  ,   68  ,   87   
  pottery,      see    ceramics  
  public good      161  ,   162  ,   170  ,   176   
  public sphere      168   
  Puett, Michael      108  ,   124  ,   133  ,   134  ,   137   
  Punt, land of      86         

   qi       137  ,   150  ,   152  ,   157  ,   158   
   qun       163         

  racism      37  ,   39   
  Ray, Himananshu      91   
  recluse,      see    renunciation/ renouncers  
  redemptive societies      175   
  religions      12  ,   92   ,  see also    axial religions  ; 

  salvation, religions  
  renunciation/ renouncers      16  ,   29  ,   97  ,   109  ,   114  , 

  127  ,   145   
  repression      22   
  Redfi eld, Robert      32   
  Rio, Knut and Smedal, Olaf      26  ,   28   
  rites      123  ,   133  ,   144  ,   149  ,   159   
  ritual      15  ,   43  ,   44  ,   73  ,   74   
  rituals of hospitality      184   
  roasting and baking      49  ,   70  ,   74   
  role ethics      146n8  ,   158   
  Runciman, W. G.      98   
  rupture      156  ,   176         

  sage rule      120  ,   133  ,   134  ,   154  ,   157  ,     167  ,   168  , 
  175  ,   176   

  sagehood      133  ,   140  ,   157   
  Sahlins, Marshall      17  ,    33  –     34   ,   155   
  Said, Edward      11   
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  salvation    
  religions      14  ,   97  ,   139  ,   146   
  secularised      98    

  Schaffer, Edward      92   
  Scharma, Simon      4   
  Schoffeleers, M.      102   
  Schrempp, Gregory      153   
  science of the concrete      75  ,   84   
  Scott, James      10n2  ,   34   
  segmentary lineage      105   
  self- constraint      22   
  self- cultivation      24  ,   145  ,   154  ,   156  ,   158  ,   160  ,   165  , 

  176  ,   179   
  self- fashioning constraint      30   
  self- regulating individual      23  ,   156   
  self- salvation, self- strengthening      160  ,   161   
  sequences      46   
  shamans      44  ,   119  ,   125  ,     147   
  spectacle, the past as      179   
  spirit writing      146   
  Stalinist civilisation      23  ,   172   
  Stargardt, Janet      91   
  statecraft      163  ,   167  ,   170   
  states      5  ,   76  ,   87  ,   88  ,   90  ,   118  ,   119  ,   134  ,   154  , 

  163  ,   165  ,   175   ,  see also    high- end states  ; 
  violence  

  Steiner, Franz      24   
  sticky/glutinous cereals      58  ,   60   
  stranger king      33  ,   104  ,   107         

  Tambiah, Stanley      33  ,   35   
  tastes and disgusts      48  ,    52  –  53    
  temporality      153  ,   156  ,   175  ,   178  ,   179   
  territory      25  ,   43  ,   143   ,  see also    local deities  

  theatre state      94   
  Thireau, Isabelle and Hua Linshan      168   
  Toynbee, Arnold       2  –     3    
  trading civilisations      183   
  transcendence      13  ,   95  ,   96     see also  

  immanence  
  Trapido, J.      114   
  Turner, Victor      15  ,   101   

  Vernant, Jean- Pierre      70   
  violence    

  and states, cities and writing      90  ,   93          

  Walker, Harry      27   
  Wang Mingming      5   
  Wang Hui      163   
  Warnier, J- P      104   
  water      126   
  Weber, Max      12  ,   15   
  Wengrow, David      87  ,   88  ,   90   
   wenming       165  ,   166  ,   180   ,  see also      

‘civilisation’  
  witchcraft      98  ,   107  ,   113  ,   151n10   
  witch- fi nding cults      108   
  Wolf, Eric      17   
  Woodburn, James      23  ,   26   
  Wordsworth, William      30   
  Wordsworth, Jonathan      31   
  writing      1  ,   12  ,   16  ,    17  –     19   ,   89  ,   121   ,  see also    spirit 

writing        

  Yan Yunxiang      165  ,   173         

  Zito, Angela      108  ,   158n2      
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