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Israel’s Armor

The United States and Israel have long had a “special relationship.”

The USA became the ûrst country in the world to recognize the state of

Israel in 1948, and has been an important ally and benefactor ever since.

A critical component of the special relationship is the pro-Israel lobby.

Although the lobby has been a controversial topic in public affairs, it has

been widely understudied. Israel’s Armor ûlls a gap in the existing

literature by examining the origins and early history of the Israel

lobby, looking at its inûuence on American foreign policy and

weaving its activities into the diplomatic history of the ûrst generation

of the Palestine conûict. Covering the period roughly fromWorldWar II

to the pivotal June 1967War,Walter L. Hixson demonstrates that from

the outset the Israel lobby played a crucial role in mobilizing US support

for the Zionist state.

Walter L. Hixson is Distinguished Professor of History at the University

of Akron. He is the author of several books focused on the history of

US foreign relations, including: American Foreign Relations: A New

Diplomatic History (2016); American Settler Colonialism: A History

(2013); The Myth of American Diplomacy: National Identity and

US Foreign Policy (2008); Parting the Curtain: Propaganda, Culture

and the Cold War, 1945–1961 (1997); and George F. Kennan: Cold

War Iconoclast (1989).
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This series showcases cutting-edge scholarship in US foreign relations that employs
dynamic new methodological approaches and archives from the colonial era to
the present. The series will be guided by the ethos of transnationalism, focusing on
the history of American foreign relations in a global context rather than privileging the
US as the dominant actor on the world stage.
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figure 1 Map of Israeli expansion in the Middle East 1920–67
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