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The United States and Israel have long had a “special relationship.”
The USA became the first country in the world to recognize the state of
Israel in 1948, and has been an important ally and benefactor ever since.
A critical component of the special relationship is the pro-Israel lobby.
Although the lobby has been a controversial topic in public affairs, it has
been widely understudied. Israel’s Armor fills a gap in the existing
literature by examining the origins and early history of the Israel
lobby, looking at its influence on American foreign policy and
weaving its activities into the diplomatic history of the first generation
of the Palestine conflict. Covering the period roughly from World War II
to the pivotal June 1967 War, Walter L. Hixson demonstrates that from
the outset the Israel lobby played a crucial role in mobilizing US support
for the Zionist state.

Walter L. Hixson is Distinguished Professor of History at the University
of Akron. He is the author of several books focused on the history of
US foreign relations, including: American Foreign Relations: A New
Diplomatic History (2016); American Settler Colonialism: A History
(2013); The Myth of American Diplomacy: National Identity and
US Foreign Policy (2008); Parting the Curtain: Propaganda, Culture
and the Cold War, 1945-1961 (1997); and George F. Kennan: Cold
War Iconoclast (1989).
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This series showcases cutting-edge scholarship in US foreign relations that employs
dynamic new methodological approaches and archives from the colonial era to
the present. The series will be guided by the ethos of transnationalism, focusing on
the history of American foreign relations in a global context rather than privileging the
US as the dominant actor on the world stage.

Also in the Series

Sarah Steinbock-Pratt, Educating the Empire: American Teachers and Contested
Colonization in the Philippines

Aurélie Basha i Novosejt, “I Made Mistakes”: Robert McNamara’s Vietnam War
Policy, 1960-1964

Greg Whitesides, Not above the Fray: Science and American Foreign Relations since
World War 11

Jasper M. Trautsch, The Genesis of America: US Foreign Policy and the Formation of
National Identity, 1793-1815

Hideaki Kami, Diplomacy Meets Migration: US Relations with Cuba during the Cold
War

Shaul Mitelpunkt, Israel in the American Mind: The Cultural Politics of US-Israeli
Relations, 1958-1988

Pierre Asselin, Vietnam’s American War: A History

Elisabeth Leake, The Defiant Border: The Afghan-Pakistan Borderlands in the Era of
Decolonization, 1936-1965

Tuong Vu, Vietnam’s Communist Revolution: The Power and Limits of Ideology

Michael E. Neagle, America’s Forgotten Colony: Cuba’s Isle of Pines

Lloyd E. Ambrosius, Woodrow Wilson and American Internationalism

Geoffrey C. Stewart, Vietnam’s Lost Revolution: Ng6 Dinh Di¢m’s Failure to Build an
Independent Nation, 1955-1963

Renata Keller, Mexico’s Cold War: Cuba, the United States, and the Legacy of the
Mexican Revolution

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108705325
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70532-5 — Israel's Armor
Walter L. Hixson

Frontmatter

More Information

Israel’s Armor

The Israel Lobby and the First Generation of the
Palestine Conflict

WALTER L. HIXSON
University of Akron, Ohio

! CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108705325
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70532-5 — Israel's Armor
Walter L. Hixson

Frontmatter

More Information

-~ CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108705325

DOI: 10.1017/9781108594424
© Walter L. Hixson 2019

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2019
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data
NAMES: Hixson, Walter L., author.
TITLE: Israel’s armor : the Israel lobby and the fi rst generation of the Palestine conflict /
Walter L. Hixson.

DESCRIPTION: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge University
Press, 2019. | Series: Cambridge studies in us foreign relations | Includes
bibliographical references and index.

IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2018055108l ISBN 9781108483902 (hardback) | 1sBN
9781108705325 (paperback)

SUBJECTS: LCSH: United States — Foreign relations — Israel. | Israel — Foreign relations —
United States. | Zionists — Political activity — United States. | Zionism — United States —
History. | American Zionist Emergency Council — History. | American Israel Public
Affairs Committee — History. | Lobbying — United States — History. | Bisac: history
/ United States / 2oth Century.

CLASSIFICATION: LCC ET83.8.17 H58 2019 | DDC 327.7305694-dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2018055108

ISBN  978-1-108-48390-2 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-70532-5 Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108705325
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70532-5 — Israel's Armor
Walter L. Hixson

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

List of Figures
List of Abbreviations

Introduction
Prologue: “Erect a Jewish State at Once”
1 “Friendship of the American People for the Zionist Ideal”

2 “New Forms of Propaganda Had to Be Found”
3 “We Should Not Be Deterred by Political Pressures”
4 “What Kind of Relationship Was This?”
5 “The Best Friend that Israel Could Have”
6  “Let the Israelis Do This Job Themselves”
7 “Israel Will Remain Where She Is”
Conclusions
Notes
Bibliography
Index

page vi
viil
I

13
31
56
86
116
147
178
208

235

241
286
297

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108705325
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70532-5 — Israel's Armor
Walter L. Hixson

Frontmatter

More Information

Figures

1 Map of Israeli expansion in the Middle East 1920-67 page x
2 Israeli diplomat Abba Eban and Isaiah L. Kenen 3
3 Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver and Rabbi Stephen Wise 33
4 Rep. Emanuel “Manny” Celler (D-NY), speaking in 1944 41
5 Freda Kirchwey, editor and publisher of The Nation from 1937

to 1955 52
6 Count Folke Bernadotte of Sweden 58
7 Democratic Party strategist, fundraiser and longtime Zionist

activist Abraham L. Feinberg 62
8 Louis Lipsky, a veteran Zionist from Rochester 65

9 Israeli diplomat Abba Eban presides as President Harry Truman
confers with Israeli Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion at the

White House in May 1949 85
10 Eleanor Roosevelt, a longtime champion of the Zionist cause 89
11 Journalist Dorothy Thompson, who became a leading

spokesperson for American Friends of the Middle East 97
12 Rabbi Elmer Berger, pictured in 1956 98

13 President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Secretary of State
John Foster Dulles, discussing Egyptian nationalization of the

Suez Canal in a radio address on August 3, 1956 1T
14 Philadelphia attorney and deputy special counsel Myer “Mike”

Feldman 119
15 Israeli patriarch David Ben-Gurion meeting with the new

American president John F. Kennedy 122
16 Senator Jacob Javits (R-NY), with Senator Robert

F. Kennedy (D-NY) and Rabbi Isaac Alcalay 126
17 Diplomat and counterinsurgency specialist Robert W. Komer 127
18 Senator J. William Fulbright (D-AR) 139

Vi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108705325
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70532-5 — Israel's Armor
Walter L. Hixson

Frontmatter

More Information

19

List of Figures

A partial view of the Dimona nuclear power plant in the
Negev Desert in 2002

20 Jurist and diplomat Arthur Goldberg, pictured here in 1975

2T

22

23
24

Arthur and Mathilde Krim with their daughter Daphna,
flanked by Lyndon and Lady Bird Johnson at a reception at
the Krims’ New York City home near the end of the Johnson
presidency

A US Navy officer looks on at the battered remnants of the
USS Liberty

Moshe Dayan, shown on June 23, 1967

President Lyndon Johnson receives Israeli Prime Minister
Levi Eshkol at Randolph Air Force base in Texas

on January 7, 1968

vil

160
190

194

200
217

227

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108705325
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70532-5 — Israel's Armor

Walter L. Hixson
Frontmatter
More Information

AC]J
ACPC
ADL
AEC
AFME
AHC
AIPAC
AJA
AJC
APC
APCs
AWF
AZC
AZCPA
AZEC
BBIA
CIA
DDE
DOS
DMZ
FARA
FRG
FRUS
HSTL
IAEA
IDF

Abbreviations

American Council for Judaism

American Christian Palestine Committee
Anti-Defamation League

Atomic Energy Commission

American Friends of the Middle East

Arab Higher Committee

American Israel Public Affairs Committee
American Jewish Archives

American Jewish Committee

American Palestine Committee

Armored personnel carriers

Ann Whitman File

American Zionist Council

American Zionist Committee for Public Affairs
American Zionist Emergency Council
B’nai B’rith International Archives

Central Intelligence Agency

Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library
Department of State

Demilitarized zones

Foreign Agents Registration Act

Federal Republic of Germany

Foreign Relations Series of the United States
Harry S. Truman Library Institute
International Atomic Energy Agency

Israel Defense Forces

viil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108705325
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70532-5 — Israel's Armor
Walter L. Hixson

Frontmatter

More Information

List of Abbreviations ix
IRMEP Institute for Research: Middle East Policy
JA Jewish Agency
JCs Joint Chiefs of Staff
JFKL John F. Kennedy Presidential Library
JNF Jewish National Fund
KP Kenen Papers
LBJL Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Library
LOC Library of Congress
NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization
NER Near East Report
NSF National Security Files
NIE National Intelligence Estimate
NSA National Security Agency
NSC National Security Council
oT Occupied territories
PCC Palestine Conciliation Commission
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization
RG 59 Record Group 59 (General Records of Department of
State)
SFRC Senate Foreign Relations Committee
UAR United Arab Republic
UN United Nations
UNGA United Nations General Assembly
UNSC United Nations Security Council

UNSCOP  United Nations Special Committee on Palestine
UNRWA United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine

WRB War Refugee Board

WRHS Western Reserve Historical Society
WZC World Zionist Congress

WZ0O World Zionist Organization

ZOA Zionist Organization of America

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108705325
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70532-5 — Israel's Armor
Walter L. Hixson

Frontmatter

More Information

PALESTINE LEBANON o PALESTINE N £ pam®
British Mandate (1920-48) (French Mandate)=”” DaMASCUs | | ;'\ "2 ition plan (1947) Y 7 DEWERAS
Jewish y - Jewish state .

settlements
1947 SYRIA |[|[Jarabstate SYRIA
(French Mandate)
Haifa Haifa
B ey B N
Mediterranean Y Mediterranean Y
X '\

Jordan River

® Amman

® Amman
Dead
<
4 5 Q
\ !
/ TRANS-JORDAN
b y (British Mandate) @
I:‘ .'~
R ) o
)
EGYPT !
A 2 >
1 4
\ P
A " g /i
)' ; _/'I. _/',.

ISRAEL N Dam® ISRAEL and
(1949-67) & (DR Occupied Territory -~
efar Blum [ ] 1srael and occupied territory DL
4

following the June 1967 war

Haifa
Mediterranean

Haifa

. .
" Mediterranean

Seae. Sea
Tel Aviv-,

@\\ Gaza Strip
OO _

Gaza Strip
(Egyptian
administration),
¢ <

Red Sea

FIGURE 1 Map of Israeli expansion in the Middle East 1920-67
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