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INTERDEPENDENCE, INTERACTION, AND CLOSE RELATIONSHIPS

Interdependence theory is a powerful and applicable theory that has shaped the

study of interpersonal relationships for decades, providing foundational con-

structs and elucidating key assumptions within the burgeoning field of relation-

ship science. Research guided by interdependence theory sheds light on the

diverse phenomena within ongoing relationships, including the emergence of

co-operation, trust, dependence, power, and relationship maintenance. At its

core, interdependence theory pinpoints key elements of daily interactions that

predict specific experiences and outcomes that people have in different situations.

This handbook goes further to explain how interdependence theory continues to

be used fruitfully in research, driving our current understanding of relational

processes. We invite you to enter the world of interdependence and discover what

top scholars across disciplines are discussing in their efforts to fully understand

close, intimate relationships.
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Although scholars from a variety of disciplines have written and conversed about the importance of
personal relationships for decades, the emergence of personal relationships as a field of study is
relatively recent. Advances in Personal Relationships represents the culmination of years of
multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary work on personal relationships. Sponsored by the
International Association for Relationship Research, the series offers readers cutting-edge research
and theory in the field. Contributing authors are internationally known scholars from a variety of
disciplines, including social psychology, clinical psychology, communication, history, sociology,
gerontology, and family studies. Volumes include integrative reviews, conceptual pieces, summaries
of research programs, and major theoretical works. Advances in Personal Relationships presents first-
rate scholarship that is both provocative and theoretically grounded. The theoretical and empirical
work described by authors will stimulate readers and advance the field by offering new ideas and
retooling old ones. The series will be of interest to upper-division undergraduate students, graduate
students, researchers, and practitioners.
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