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PREFACE

A�er many years of teaching �rst-year linguistics from a variety of textbooks, piles of notes, 

selected readings and so on, we decided to write the textbook we had always wanted – a text-

book that:

• covered a full year of content to save on textbook costs for students

• included comprehensive exercises, discussion points, ideas for research projects to facilitate 

team teaching and course planning

• showcased the applications of linguistics to real life

• focused on a small number of ‘case-study languages’ so students could get a deeper sense 

of language diversity

• was accessible but provided strong foundations for later years. 

Each of these choices has had an in�uence on the book you are now reading – and 

challenged us to think about new ways to juggle the competing priorities we set ourselves. 

Following is a brief summary of how the book is set up as a result.

CONTENT

�e text is arranged into six parts:

• Part I – ‘Using language to expose language’: Setting the scene

• Part II – ‘In the beginning was the word’: Words, their structure and meaning

• Part III – ‘�e deep grooves of language’: Sounds and grammar

• Part IV – ‘Language is a social fact’: Variation and change

• Part V – ‘Language that rolls up its sleeves’: Language at work

• Part VI – ‘Language is the dress of thought’: Language, mind and world.

We imagine that two or three parts of the text would be enough to �ll a twelve- to 

 thirteen-week semester. As a result, there may be sections of the text that students do not 

cover in class. �ese could be set as pre-reading for later courses.

We chose this breadth of content to provide lecturers with �exibility regarding what they 

covered and also to demonstrate to students the relevance that linguistics has to so many areas 

of life. Naturally, if a unit focuses quite deeply on a speci�c topic, an additional reading or two 

may be needed.

SUPPORTING MATERIALS

�e book is best read and used in conjunction with the supporting materials available on the 

website. �ese include additional exercises and research projects as well as more information 

on the case-study languages and referencing conventions.
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xviii Preface

CASE-STUDY LANGUAGES

Why case-study languages? And why these particular choices? Our case-study languages are 

Auslan, English, German, Gurindji (and Gurindji Kriol), Japanese, Mali, Māori, Russian and 

Turung. Each of these languages is introduced to readers on the website. We wanted to focus 

on a smaller number of languages than included in the typical introductory text so that stu-

dents could gain familiarity with new languages and see how methods and concepts from 

linguistics aid this type of learning. We included English as a starting point in many chapters 

since, in our experience, it can be helpful to start students o� with what they already know. 

It was also important to us to include Auslan, Māori and an Australian Aboriginal language 

because some awareness of these languages is important in many of the professions in which 

linguistics students �nd themselves working later in life. Other people may have made dif-

ferent choices – with around 6000 languages to choose from, there are lots of interesting 

options!

STYLE AND REFERENCING

We have used the friendly writing style we associate with popular science writing in this text 

and tried to write in the way we sound when we give lectures. �is approach increases acces-

sibility for readers new to linguistics. Consistent with this approach, we have avoided in-text 

referencing. Obviously this is not the model that students should follow in writing essays. In 

order to demonstrate the di�erence, we provide guidelines for presenting work, as well as an 

extract from our book with appropriate academic referencing and supporting discussion, in 

the online materials.

LINGUISTICS MATTERS

In this book, we seek to expose the wondrous workings of language – as well as we can in 

eighteen short chapters. At the same time, we want to highlight many of the ways in which 

people’s lives are a�ected by language. We trust it will be a comfort to students to know that 

the things they learn in this book will prove useful. In particular, we want to show what can 

go wrong when people don’t know enough about language and how it actually works.

�roughout the book, we address questions to do with: beliefs about class and dialect; 

bilingualism and language pro�ciency; correctness and incorrectness; manipulation through 

advertising and propaganda; the in�uences of language on thinking and behaviour; linguis-

tic discrimination; and the maintenance of power. When a radio talkback caller condemns 

another for a dropped consonant or an aberrant apostrophe, the comment appears harmless 

enough. But the ‘commonsense’ beliefs people hold about their language o�en inform deci-

sions that a�ect the life chances of others, and the consequences can be catastrophic.

Sociolinguist Diana Eades describes a signi�cant legal case, a murder trial, where the 

oral evidence and reports of four linguists were central to shaping the judge’s �nal decision. 

Students can read the judgment (Western Australia v Gibson 2014) at http://www.austlii.edu 

.au/au/cases/wa/WASC/2014/240.html. Because it is a long and di�cult read (Diana Eade’s 

report alone was 10 000 words!), Diana has kindly summarised the case for us in a piece that 

appears on the website: ‘�e Relevance of Linguistics to Human Rights in Police Interviews’.
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xixPreface

Many of our colleagues, including Diana, have made it their life work to ensure that 

well-researched principles of linguistics are put above entrenched but inaccurate notions 

about how people speak (or should speak). Now, due to their hard work, linguistic evidence is 

playing a crucial role in dispensing justice in many important areas, such as the law, education 

and immigration. We wish we could do more in this book to �ag this important work.
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SYMBOLS USED IN THIS BOOK

Although linguistics relies heavily on abbreviations in a number of areas, we have tried to spell 

out most terms in this book. Where abbreviations are used, they are always introduced �rst in 

a spelt-out form. If the reader does come across an abbreviation that is not clear, the Leipzig 

Glossing Rules includes a list of standard abbreviations that provides a useful reference point 

(see https://www.eva.mpg.de/lingua/resources/glossing-rules.php).

�e reader may also �nd it useful to refer to the materials on the inside cover of the book 

that set out the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), and provide references for phonemes 

and parts of speech in English.

Other symbols that we use in the book but do not always de�ne are listed below.

[ ] = phonetic representation (in IPA – see Chapters 7 and 8)

/ / = phonemic representation (in IPA – see Chapters 7 and 8)

< > = orthographic representation (see Chapters 7 and 8)

> = historical changes (see Chapter 11)

→ = processes (see Chapter 8)

$ = syllable boundary (see Chapters 7 and 8)

. = phonological word break within grammatical word

- = a�x

= = clitic

* =  ungrammatical sentence (see Chapter 9); and reconstructed form in a 

 proto-language (see Chapter 11)
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USING THE ONLINE STUDENT 

RESOURCES

A variety of student resources to support learning are provided on the companion website to 

this text at https://www.cambridge.edu.au/academic/linguistics.

You will come across this icon in the margin throughout the book, indicating that a use-

ful video, resource or weblink is available on the companion website. Some items are tied to 

speci�c exercises in the book, while others are purely reference material to expand upon the 

content covered.

ESSENTIAL CONCEPTS

Here we provide concise de�nitions for each term. �is section will be useful for revision and 

may also help you to clarify your understanding as you read.

For a more extensive glossary of linguistics terminology, we recommend students use a 

dictionary of linguistics or an online glossary, such as the Online Dictionary of Language 

Terminology (ODLT).

RESPONSES TO EXERCISES AND DISCUSSION POINTS IN THE 

BOOK

�is section provides a range of additional prompts, and describes the responses to the exer-

cises and discussion points in each chapter.

ADDITIONAL EXERCISES, DISCUSSION POINTS AND RESEARCH 

 PROJECTS

�e best way to learn the new analytical skills and concepts associated with linguistics is 

through practice and re�ection. An additional �ve exercises or discussion points for each 

chapter have been provided online.

In addition to the research projects suggested in the book (one for each chapter), there are 

two additional research projects per chapter online.

RESEARCH PROJECT TIPS AND RESOURCES

Research projects can be a fantastic opportunity to get your hands dirty with linguistics data 

and analysis, but sometimes it can be hard to know quite where to start. �e online materials 

provide additional guidance for each research project, including links and references that will 

get you started.
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xxvi Using the online student resources

FURTHER LINKS

�e further links section provides a list of activated links, including links to further resources 

of interest, and websites that will help you to complete the exercises or discussion points and 

research projects in the chapters.

FURTHER RESOURCES

�e further resources section provides materials to extend your thinking in fun and inter-

esting ways. Each further resources section has numbered subheadings; these numbers corre-

spond to the section of the book that relates to the suggested resources.

PODCASTS

Each part commences with a short podcast in which the authors introduce and discuss rele-

vant and interesting topics in the �eld of linguistics.

LANGUAGE BIOGRAPHIES

In Chapter 1, you are introduced to the nine case-study languages discussed throughout the 

book. �e purpose of this online material is to provide an extended introduction to each lan-

guage and to signal where each language is of particular interest in the book.

GUIDE TO ACADEMIC REFERENCING

�is text follows the conventions of popular science writing and avoids detailed referencing. 

�is is done in order to make the text as readable as possible. �e online guide presents addi-

tional material to help you see how to use references, quotes and examples from other sources 

in your assessments.

IPA FLASHCARDS

Phonetics are discussed in Chapter 7, but the IPA is discussed and used throughout the text. 

You will �nd the IPA on the inside back cover of the text. On the website, you will �nd print-

able �ashcards that will enable you to revise and check your understanding of the IPA symbols.
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USING THE ONLINE INSTRUCTOR 

RESOURCES

A variety of resources for instructors are provided on the companion website to this text at 

https://www.cambridge.edu.au/academic/linguistics. �ese materials are designed to help 

instructors prepare lectures, tutorials and interactive class activities or assessments.

QUIZZES

A set of ten extra questions is available to instructors. �ese can be set as assessment tasks or 

used in other class activities to check student’s learning and progress.

POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS

A set of PowerPoint slides for each chapter provides an outline for weekly lecture presenta-

tions and covers key concepts.
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