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       Th e Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium 

 Th is book explores how the Virgin Mary’s life is told in hymns, sermons, 

icons, art and other media in the Byzantine Empire before AD 1204. 

A  group of international specialists examines material and textual evi-

dence from both Byzantine and Muslim- ruled territories and seeks to 

explain why Byzantine artisans and writers chose to tell stories about 

Mary, the Mother of God, in such diff erent ways. Sometimes the variation 

refl ected the theological or narrative purposes of story- tellers; sometimes 

it expressed their personal spiritual preoccupations. Above all, the variety 

of aspects that this holy fi gure assumed in Byzantium reveals her para-

doxical theological position as meeting- place and mediator between the 

divine and created realms. Narrative, whether ‘historical’, theological or 

purely literary, thus played a fundamental role in the development of the 

Marian cult from late antiquity onward. 

  THOMAS ARENTZEN  is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Faculty of 

Th eology at the University of Oslo and currently a Fellow in Byzantine 

Studies at Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection in 

Washington, DC. He earned his habilitation in Church History at Lund 

University in 2018. He has published books and articles in the fi elds 

of Marian Studies, Byzantine homiletics and hymnography as well as 

Eastern Christianity. His publications include  Th e Virgin in Song: Mary 

and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist  (2017). 

  MARY B.  CUNNINGHAM  is Honorary Associate Professor of Historical 

Th eology at the University of Nottingham. She has published books and 

articles in the fi elds of Byzantine hagiography, homiletics and theology. 

Her collection of translations of twelve eighth- century Marian homilies, 

titled  Wider than Heaven: Eighth- Century Homilies on the Mother of God  

(2008), along with her co- edited book (with Leslie Brubaker),  Th e Cult 

of the Mother of God in Byzantium: Texts and Images  (2011), refl ect her 

ongoing research on Byzantine veneration of the Virgin Mary.   

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

iii

   Th e Reception of the Virgin 

in Byzantium 

 Marian Narratives in Texts and Images 

 Edited by 

 Thomas Arentzen 
 University of Oslo 

 Mary B.  Cunningham 
 University of Nottingham        

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org 
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108700139

DOI: 10.1017/9781108696791

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2019

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions 
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take  
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2019
First paperback edition 2023

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data

Names: Arentzen, Thomas, 1976– editor. | Cunningham, Mary
(Lecturer in historical theology and orthodox christian studies), editor.
Title: The reception of the Virgin in Byzantium : Marian narratives in texts and images /
edited by Thomas Arentzen, Mary B. Cunningham.
Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom; New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2019. |
Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2019000712 | ISBN 9781108476287 (hardback) |
ISBN 9781108700139 (paperback)
Subjects: LCSH: Mary, Blessed Virgin, Saint – Devotion to – Byzantine Empire. |
Mary, Blessed Virgin, Saint – In literature. | Mary, Blessed Virgin, Saint – Art. |
Byzantine literature – History and criticism. | Byzantine Empire – Religious
life and customs. | Art, Byzantine – Themes, motives.
Classification: LCC BT652.B99 R43 2019 | DDC 232.9109495–dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019000712

ISBN   978-1-108-47628-7   Hardback 
ISBN   978-1-108-70013-9   Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence 
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this  
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will  
remain, accurate or appropriate.

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

v

v

   Contents    

  List of Plates   [page   vii  ]  

  List of Figures   [  ix  ]  

  List of Contributors   [  xiv  ]  

  Preface   [  xvii  ]  

  List of Abbreviations   [  xviii  ]  

    Introduction   [  1  ] 
 Thomas Arentzen and Mary B. Cunningham   

  Part I     Telling Visual Stories: The Virgin 

Mary in Art 

     1     Embodied Word: Telling the Story of Mary in Early 

Christian Art   [  17  ] 
 Maria Lidova   

     2     Female Devotion and Mary’s Motherhood before 

Iconoclasm   [  44  ] 
 Andrea Olsen Lam   

     3     Th e Th eological Substance of St Anna’s Motherhood in 

Byzantine Homilies and Art   [  62  ] 
 Eirini Panou   

     4     Krater of Nectar and Altar of the Bread of Life: Th e Th eotokos 

as Provider of the Eucharist in Byzantine Culture   [  77  ] 
 Maria Evangelatou   

     5     Th e Virgin at Daphni   [  120  ] 
 Leslie Brubaker    

  Part II     Song and Celebration: Festal 

Hymnography on the Theotokos 

     6     Th e Dialogue of Annunciation: Germanos of Constantinople 

versus Romanos the Melode   [  151  ] 
 Thomas Arentzen   

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

vi Contents

vi

     7     Singing Mary: Th e Annunciation and Nativity in Romanos 

the Melode   [  170  ] 
 Georgia Frank   

     8     Mary and Adam on the Th reshold of Lent: Counterpoint and 

Intercession in a Kanon for Cheesefare Sunday   [  180  ] 
 Derek Krueger   

     9     Th e Spiritual and Material Temple: Byzantine Kanon 

Poetry for the Feast of the Entrance   [  192  ] 
 fr Damaskinos Olkinuora    

  Part III     Preaching Her Story: Narrative 

Discourse in Homiletics 

     10     Th e Coptic  Homily on the Th eotokos  Attributed to Cyril of 

Jerusalem: An Aberrant and Apologetic ‘Life’ of the Virgin 

from Late Antiquity   [  217  ] 
 Stephen J. Shoemaker   

     11     Mary as ‘Scala Caelestis’ in Eighth-  and Ninth- Century 

Italy   [  235  ] 
 Francesca Dell’Acqua   

     12     Christological and Ecclesiological Narratives in Early 

Eighth- Century Greek Homilies on the Th eotokos   [  257  ] 
 fr Evgenios Iverites   

     13     Th e Homilies of James of Kokkinobaphos in their 

Twelft h- Century Context   [  281  ] 
 Elizabeth Jeffreys    

  Part IV     New Narratives in the Middle Byzantine 

Period: Marian Hagiography 

     14      Th e Life of the Th eotokos  by Epiphanios of Kallistratos: A 

Monastic Approach to an Apocryphal Story   [  309  ] 
 Mary B. Cunningham   

     15     Th e Story of an Edition: Antoine Wenger and John Geometres’ 

 Life  of the Virgin Mary   [  324  ] 
 fr Maximos Constas    

    Aft erword   [  341  ] 
 Susan Ashbrook Harvey   

  Index   [  349  ]  

  Th e colour plate section can be found between pp. 172 and 173.   

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

vii

vii

   Plates  

  (For full details, see List of Figures)  

     1.1     Annunciation, a fragment of a hanging textile, fi ft h century (?), 

Victoria and Albert Museum, London, UK.  

     1.2     Old and New Testament Scenes, reliquary, fourth century, 

Archaeological Museum of Zadar, Croatia.  

     2.1     Adana medallion with scenes of the incarnation, ca. AD 600, 

Archaeological Museum, Istanbul, Turkey.  

     4.1     Th e Virgin  orans , the Communion of the Apostles, busts of 

hierarchs, and medallions with Christ’s ancestors and prophets, 

sanctuary apse of the Church of the Virgin Peribleptos (today 

St Clement of Ohrid), late thirteenth century, Ohrid, North 

Macedonia.  

     4.10     Virgin with Christ above the Communion of the Apostles and 

portraits of frontal hierarchs, sanctuary apse of the Church of 

St Sophia, eleventh century, Ohrid, North Macedonia.  

     5.6     Nativity of Christ, mosaic, late eleventh–early twelft h century, 

Daphni, Greece.  

     5.11     Birth of the Virgin Mary, mosaic, late eleventh–early twelft h 

century, Daphni, Greece.  

     11.2     Detail of the Dormition, Assumption, and Coronation of the 

Virgin, Duccio di Buoninsegna, late thirteenth century, apse of 

Siena Cathedral, Italy.  

     13.2     Icon of the Virgin Brephokratousa enthroned with saints, twelft h 

century, St Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai, Egypt.   

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ix

ix

   Figures    

     1.1     Annunciation, a fragment of a hanging textile, fi ft h century (?), 

resist painted and dyed linen, Akhmim, Egypt, Victoria and 

Albert Museum, London, UK (photo © Victoria and Albert 

Museum).   [ page   21  ]  

     1.2     Old and New Testament scenes, reliquary, fourth century, embossed 

copper, Archaeological Museum of Zadar, Croatia (photo: author 

© Archaeological Museum of Zadar).   [  24  ]  

     1.3     Annunciation, so- called Pignatta sarcophagus, late fourth– early 

fi ft h century, marble, Ravenna (photo: Cristina Carile).   [  28  ]  

     1.4     Nativity and Adoration of the Magi, Adelphia Sarcophagus, second 

half of the fourth century, marble, Archaeological Museum, Syracuse, 

Italy (photo: David Mauro © Wikemedia Commons).   [  31  ]  

     1.5     Adoration of the Magi, doors of Santa Sabina, early fi ft h 

century, wood, Santa Sabina church, Rome, Italy (photo: Center 

for Early Christian Studies, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech 

Republic).   [  32  ]  

     1.6     Annunciation at the Spring, Mary with two women, Mary 

enthroned, Adelphia Sarcophagus, second half of fourth century, 

marble, Archaeological Museum, Syracuse, Italy (photo: David 

Mauro © Wikemedia Commons).   [  38  ]  

     1.7     Marian and Christological cycle, so- called Werden casket, ca. 800, 

imitating a fi ft h- century original, ivory, Victoria and Albert Museum, 

London, UK (photo © Victoria and Albert Museum).   [  39  ]  

     1.8     Virgin enthroned with Child Christ and narrative scenes, fi ve- part 

ivory cover of Etchmiadzin Gospels, Matenadaran library (Ms. 

2374), sixth century, Yerevan, Armenia (photo: © ‘Matenadaran’ 

Mesrop Mashtots Institute of Ancient Manuscripts).   [  41  ]  

     2.1     Adana medallion with scenes of the incarnation, Archaeological 

Museum, Istanbul, Turkey (photo: Henry Maguire).   [  47  ]  

     2.2     Adana medallions with Christological scenes of the incarnation 

(left ) and Christ’s miracles  (right), Archaeological Museum, 

Istanbul, Turkey (photo: aft er H. Pierce and R. Tyler,  L’Art 

Byzantin , 1934).   [  47  ]  

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

x List of Figures

x

     2.3     Gold marriage medallion, Christian Schmidt Collection, Munich, 

Germany (photo: Dr Christian Schmidt).   [  51  ]  

     2.4     Tapestry- woven fragment with alternating depictions of the 

Annunciation and Visitation scenes, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 

USA (photo: © 2018 Museum of Fine Arts, Boston).   [  56  ]  

     2.5     Textile fragment with two Visitation scenes, Royal Museum 

of Art and History, Brussels, Belgium (photo: © RMAH, 

Brussels).   [  57  ]  

     4.1     Th e Virgin  oran s, the Communion of the Apostles, busts of 

hierarchs and medallions with Christ’s ancestors and prophets, 

sanctuary apse of the Church of the Virgin Peribleptos (today 

Church of St Clement of Ohrid), late thirteenth century, Ohrid, 

North Macedonia (photo: Erich Lessing/ Art Resource, NY).   [  78  ]  

     4.2     Enthroned Mary and Christ with bowing archangels and 

co- celebrating hierarchs converging towards the Melismos 

(Christ on the altar) below the window, in front of the church 

altar, sanctuary apse of the Church of St George, 

late twelft h century, Kurbinovo, North Macedonia 

(photo: David Lewis).   [  85  ]  

     4.3     Th e Virgin’s Entrance into the Temple, the Virgin fed by an angel 

in the Holy of Holies, Church of the Chora Monastery, fourteenth 

century, Istanbul, Turkey (photo: Rossitza Schroeder).   [  92  ]  

     4.4     Christ’s Presentation in the Temple, main church of the Monastery 

of Hosios Loukas, eleventh century, Boeotia, Greece (photo: 

Vasilis Marinis).   [  93  ]  

     4.5     East part of the Church of St George, late twelft h century, 

Kurbinovo, North Macedonia (photo: Erich Lessing/ Art 

Resource, NY).   [  97  ]  

     4.6     Sanctuary decoration, with the Ascension of Christ in the vault 

above Mary  orans  and the Communion of the Apostles in the apse, 

Church of the Virgin Peribleptos (today Church of St Clement 

of Ohrid), late thirteenth century, Ohrid, North Macedonia 

(photo: Erich Lessing/ Art Resource, NY).   [  98  ]  

     4.7     Mary  orans  with one co- celebrating hierarch on the left , sanctuary 

apse in the Enkleistra of St Neophytos, late twelft h century, Paphos, 

Cyprus (photo: Vasilis Marinis).   [  101  ]  

     4.8     Mary  orans  with three co- celebrating hierarchs on the right, 

sanctuary apse in the Enkleistra of St Neophytos, late twelft h 

century, Paphos, Cyprus (photo: Vasilis Marinis).   [  101  ]  

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xiList of Figures

xi

     4.9     Christ’s Ascension above and Mary  orans  with co- celebrating 

hierarchs below, sanctuary apse in the Enkleistra of 

St Neophytos, late twelft h century, Paphos, Cyprus 

(photo: Vasilis Marinis).   [  102  ]  

     4.10     Virgin with Christ above the Communion of the Apostles and 

portraits of frontal hierarchs, sanctuary apse of the Church of 

St Sophia, eleventh century (and Ottoman pulpit added in the 

fourteenth century), Ohrid, North Macedonia (photo: 

DeAgostini/ Getty Images).   [  103  ]  

     4.11     Th e Ascension of Christ above the enthroned Virgin and 

Child in the apse conch, sanctuary of the Church of St Sophia, 

eleventh century, Ohrid, North Macedonia (photo: Hemis/ Alamy 

Stock).   [  104  ]  

     4.12     Enthroned Mary holding a medallion with Christ Emmanuel 

(detail of Figures 4.10– 11), apse conch, sanctuary of the Church 

of St Sophia, eleventh century, Ohrid, North Macedonia 

(photo: DeAgostini/ Getty Images).   [  105  ]  

     4.13     Th e Communion of the Apostles, with Christ, angels, Paul and 

Peter (detail of Figure 4.10), apse, sanctuary of the Church of 

St Sophia, eleventh century, Ohrid, North Macedonia. Photo in the 

public domain ( https:// commons.wikimedia.org/ wiki/ File:Frescos_ 

from_ St._ Sophia_ Church_ in_ Ohrid_ 035 .JPG ).   [  106  ]  

     4.14     St Basil of Caesarea performing the Eucharist (detail of Figure 

4.15), north wall, sanctuary of the Church of St Sophia, eleventh 

century, Ohrid, North Macedonia. Photo in the public domain 

( https:// commons.wikimedia.org/ wiki/ File:Frescos_ from_ St._ 

Sophia_ Church_ in_ Ohrid_ 055.JPG ).   [  107  ]  

     4.15     View of the apse and sanctuary, with Mary enthroned holding 

Christ, the Communion of the Apostles below, and St Basil 

celebrating the Eucharist on the north wall to the left , Church 

of St Sophia, eleventh century, Ohrid, North Macedonia 

(photo: Ivan Drpić).   [  108  ]  

     4.16     Mary Blachernitissa, Communion of the Apostles, co- celebrating 

hierarchs converging towards the Melismos, sanctuary apse, 

Church of St Panteleimon, second half of the twelft h century, 

Gorno Nerezi, North Macedonia (photo: Ivan Drpić).   [  109  ]  

      4.17     Wooden  panagiarion  decorated in the interior with the Virgin 

and Child (right) and the Hospitality of Abraham (left ), Russian 

creation following Byzantine models, around 1500 or later, 

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xii List of Figures

xii

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, USA (photo in the public 

domain at  https:// metmuseum.org/ art/ collection ).   [  112  ]  

     4.18     Virgin  Galaktotrophousa  (‘milk- nourishing’), incensed 

by two angels, north apse of the triconch sanctuary, 

Church of the Red Monastery, sixth century, Sohag, Egypt 

(photo: B. O’Kane/ Alamy Stock).   [  116  ]  

     4.19     Virgin Blachernitissa incensed by archangels Michael and 

Gabriel, sanctuary apse, Church of Archangel Michael, 1474, 

Pedoulas, Cyprus (photo: Bildagentur- online/ Sunny Celeste/ Alamy 

Stock Photo).   [  117  ]  

     4.20     Enthroned Virgin with Christ, incensed by archangels holding 

candles on stands, above the Communion of the Apostles, 

sanctuary apse, Church of Panagia Podithou, 1502, Galata, 

Cyprus (photo: Ivan Vdovin/ Alamy Stock).   [  118  ]  

     5.1     Daphni, schematic plans, showing location of scenes 

and interior view, with plan (plans designed and created 

by Matilde Grimaldi).   [  124  ]  

     5.2     Annunciation to Anna and Joachim, Daphni, Greece 

(photo: Josephine Powell Photograph, GR.3– 105. Courtesy of 

Special Collections, Fine Arts Library, Harvard University).   [  126  ]  

     5.3     Synagogue leaders blessing Mary, Daphni, Greece (photo: Ephorate 

of Antiquities of Western Attica, Greek Ministry of Culture and 

Sport, Fund of Archaeological Proceeds).   [  127  ]  

     5.4     Entrance of Virgin Mary into the Temple, Daphni, Greece 

(photo: Josephine Powell Photograph, GR3.109. Courtesy 

of Special Collections, Fine Arts Library, Harvard 

University).   [  128  ]  

     5.5     Annunciation to the Virgin Mary, Daphni, Greece (photo: Makis 

Skiadaresis, Corpus for Wall Mosaics in the North Adriatic 

Area, ca. 1974– 1990s, Dumbarton Oaks, Trustees for Harvard 

University, Washington, DC).   [  128  ]  

     5.6     Nativity of Christ, Daphni, Greece (photo: Makis Skiadaresis, same 

as Figure 5.5).   [  129  ]  

     5.7     Nativity of Christ, Hosios Loukas, Greece (photo: Josephine Powell 

Photograph, GR.2– 80. Courtesy of Special Collections, 

Fine Arts Library, Harvard University).   [  136  ]  

     5.8     Adoration of the Magi, Daphni, Greece (photo: Josephine Powell 

Photograph, GR.3– 47. Courtesy of Special Collections, 

Fine Arts Library, Harvard University).   [  138  ]  

iii

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xiiiList of Figures

iii

     5.9     Anastasis, Daphni, Greece (photo: Makis Skiadaresis, same as 

Figure 5.5).   [  139  ]  

     5.10     Anastasis, Hosios Loukas, Greece (photo: G. Sloen/ De Agostini/  

Getty Images).   [  141  ]  

     5.11     Birth of the Virgin Mary, Daphni, Greece (photo: Makis 

Skiadaresis, same as Figure 5.5).   [  142  ]  

     5.12     Crucifi xion of Christ, Daphni, Greece (photo: Makis Skiadaresis, 

same as Figure 5.5).   [  143  ]  

     11.1     Duccio di Buoninsegna, late thirteenth century, stained- glass 

roundel, apse, Siena cathedral, Italy (photo: © Opera della 

Metropolitana, aut. no. 567/ 2016).   [  236  ]  

     11.2     Duccio di Buoninsegna, late thirteenth century, stained- glass 

roundel, detail of the Dormition, Assumption, Coronation 

of the Virgin, apse, Siena cathedral, Italy (photo: © Opera della 

Metropolitana, aut. no. 567/ 2016).   [  238  ]  

     11.3     Assumption, late sixth– eighth century, linen brocade, 65 × 80 cm, 

Trésor de la Cathédrale de Sens, inv. no. TC B 283, Sens, France 

(photo: E. Berry ©Musées de Sens).   [  240  ]  

     11.4     Christ in majesty, 824– 42, mural painting, former monastery 

of San Vincenzo al Volturno (Isernia), ‘Crypt’ of abbot 

Epiphanius, vault, Italy (photo: Francesca Dell’Acqua).   [  245  ]  

     11.5     Mary assumpta, 824– 42, mural painting, former monastery 

of San Vincenzo al Volturno (Isernia), ‘Crypt’ of abbot 

Epiphanius, vault, Italy (photo: Francesca Dell’Acqua).   [  246  ]  

     11.6     Mary assumpta, detail, 824– 42, mural painting, former monastery 

of San Vincenzo al Volturno (Isernia), ‘Crypt’ of abbot 

Epiphanius, vault, Italy (photo: Francesca Dell’Acqua).   [  247  ]  

     13.1     Couch of Solomon, Paris. Gr. 1208, fol. 109 v , eleventh 

century (photo: Bibliothèque nationale, Paris).   [  288  ]  

     13.2     Icon of the Virgin Brephokratousa enthroned with saints, 

twelft h century, St Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai, Egypt (photo: 

Getty images).   [  301  ]   

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xiv

xiv

    Contributors     

     Thomas Arentzen  is Post- Doctoral Research Fellow at the University 

of Oslo and currently a Fellow in Byzantine Studies at Dumbarton Oaks, 

Washington, DC. He earned his habilitation in Church History at Lund 

University in 2018. He has published books and articles in the fi elds of 

Marian Studies, Byzantine hymnography and homiletics, as well as Eastern 

Christianity. His publications include  Th e Virgin in Song:  Mary and the 

Poetry of Romanos the Melodist  (2017).  

   Leslie Brubaker  is Professor of Byzantine Art and Director of the Centre 

for Byzantine, Ottoman, and Modern Greek Studies at the University of 

Birmingham. She has published numerous books and articles in the fi elds 

of Byzantine art, Gender Studies, and iconoclasm, including (with John 

Haldon),  Byzantium in the Iconoclast Era: A History  (Cambridge, 2011).  

   fr Maximos Constas  is the Senior Research Scholar at Holy Cross Greek 

Orthodox School of Th eology, Brookline, MA, where he teaches Patristic 

and Byzantine theology. His Marian publications include  Proclus of 

Constantinople and the Cult of the Virgin in Late Antiquity  (2003); ‘Weaving 

the Body of God: Proclus of Constantinople, the Th eotokos, and the Loom 

of the Flesh’,  JECS  3 (1995): 169– 94; and Mother of the Light: Prayers to the 

Th eotokos by Ephraim Graecus (2018).  

   Mary B.  Cunningham  is Honorary Associate Professor of Historical 

Th eology at the University of Nottingham. She has published books and 

articles in the fi elds of Byzantine hagiography, homiletics, and theology. Her 

collection of translations of twelve eighth- century Marian homilies,  Wider 

than Heaven: Eighth- Century Homilies on the Mother of God  (2008), along 

with her co- edited book (with Leslie Brubaker),  Th e Cult of the Mother of 

God in Byzantium: Texts and Images  (2011), refl ect her ongoing research on 

Byzantine veneration of the Virgin Mary.  

   Francesca Dell’Acqua , since 2005, is Assistant Professor of Medieval 

Art at the University of Salerno, Italy, and holds the Italian habilitation 

to Associate Professorship (ASN 2012). She has been Marie Skłodowska- 

Curie Research Fellow in the Centre for Byzantine, Ottoman and Modern 

xv

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xvList of Contributors

xv

Greek Studies at the University of Birmingham, England (2015– 17), and 

is affi  liated to the project ‘Moving Byzantium’ led by Claudia Rapp at 

the Austrian Academy of Sciences (2017– 20). Professor Dell’Acqua has 

published many articles and books in the fi elds of early medieval Western 

and Byzantine art and culture, focusing especially on the relationship 

between texts and images. Her book,  Iconophilia. Religion, Politics, and 

Sacred Images in Italy c. 680– 880 , is forthcoming.  

   Maria Evangelatou  is Associate Professor in the Department of History 

of Art and Visual Culture at the University of California, Santa Cruz, where 

she teaches courses on ancient Greek, Byzantine and Islamic visual culture. 

Her research and publications focus on Byzantine illuminated manuscripts 

and the interrelation of word and image, theology and art, Marian iconog-

raphy and gender constructs in Byzantine society.  

   Georgia Frank  is Professor of Religion at Colgate University in Hamilton, 

New York. She works on the role of bodies, places and pictures in the ancient 

Christian imagination between the fourth and sixth centuries. Publications 

include a monograph,  Th e Memory of the Eyes:  Pilgrims to Living Saints 

in Christian Late Antiquity  (2005) and numerous articles on lay piety, pil-

grimage and the hymns of Romanos the Melodist.  

   Susan Ashbrook Harvey  is Willard Prescott and Annie McClelland 

Smith Professor of History and Religion at Brown University, Rhode Island. 

She specialises in late antique and Byzantine Christianity, with particular 

focus on Syriac liturgical poetry. Among her publications are books on the 

sixth- century bishop, John of Ephesus, and on the ‘olfactory imagination’ in 

Early Christian theological and liturgical texts, in addition to several co-edited 

volumes, including (with David G. Hunter), the  Oxford Handbook of Early 

Christian Studies  (2008) and (with M. Mullett),  Knowing Bodies, Passionate 

Souls: Sense Perceptions in Byzantium  (2016).  

   fr Evgenios Iverites  is a member of the brotherhood of Iveron 

Monastery on Mt Athos. As a layman, he completed his PhD at Princeton 

University with a dissertation on lay piety in Byzantium during the sev-

enth century and worked as a researcher in the Faculty of Th eology at the 

University of Basel, Switzerland, as co- editor and translator of the fragments 

of the  Ecclesiastical History  of Gelasius of Caesarea (2017) and at Holy Cross 

Greek Orthodox School of Th eology in Brookline, MA.  

   Elizabeth Jeffreys  is Emeritus Bywater and Sotheby Professor of 

Byzantine and Modern Greek Language and Literature at the University 

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xvi List of Contributors

xvi

of Oxford. Recent books include  Four Byzantine Novels  (2012) and (with 

M.  Jeff reys),  Iacobi Monachi Epistolai  (2009). Professor Jeff reys has also 

edited numerous textbooks and volumes of collected essays in the fi eld of 

Byzantine Studies.  

   Derek Krueger , Joe Rosenthal Excellence Professor in the Department 

of Religious Studies at the University of North Carolina Greensboro, has 

published numerous books in the fi elds of Early Christian and Byzantine 

Studies. Th ese include  Writing and Holiness: Th e Practice of Authorship in 

the Early Christian East  (2004) and  Liturgical Subjects:  Christian Ritual, 

Biblical Narrative, and the Formation of the Self in Byzantium  (2014)  

   Andrea Olsen Lam  teaches Art History at Pepperdine University’s 

campus in Washington, DC. She completed her doctorate at the Johns 

Hopkins University with a thesis titled, ‘Th e Genesis and Transformation 

of the Visitation in Byzantine Art’, and is co- editor of  Th e Eloquence of 

Art: Studies in Honour of Henry Maguire  (2019).  

   Maria Lidova  is a post- doctoral Junior Research Fellow at Wolfson 

College, Oxford, and a former member of the research team for the 

‘Empires of Faith’ project at the British Museum. She has published articles 

on imagery associated with the cults of the Virgin Mary and of the saints in 

late antiquity and early Byzantium.  

   fr Damaskinos Olkinuora  is Lecturer of Systematic Th eology and 

Patristics at the School of Th eology of the University of Eastern Finland. 

He has published his doctoral thesis,  Byzantine Hymnography for the Feast 

of the Entrance of the Th eotokos:  An Intermedial Approach  under his lay 

name, Jaakko Olkinuora, as well as articles on Byzantine hymnography, 

homiletics, music and history of liturgy.  

   Eirini Panou  studied Art and Archaeology at the National Kapodistrian 

University of Athens and earned her PhD in Byzantine Studies from the 

University of Birmingham in 2012. She is currently adjunct faculty at the 

Open University of Patras and Cyprus. Recent publications include a mono-

graph,  Th e Cult of St Anna in Byzantium  (2018).  

   Stephen J. Shoemaker  is Professor of Religious Studies at the University 

of Oregon, but currently a Fellow at the Radcliff e Institute in Cambridge, 

MA. His recent publications include  Th e Ancient Traditions of the Virgin 

Mary’s Dormition and Assumption  (2002),  Th e Death of a Prophet: Th e End 

of Muhammad’s Life and the Beginning of Islam  (2011) and  Th e Life of the 

Virgin Attributed to Maximus the Confessor  (2012).     

xvii

www.cambridge.org/9781108700139
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-70013-9 — The Reception of the Virgin in Byzantium
Edited by Thomas Arentzen , Mary B. Cunningham
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xvii

xvii

    Preface     

  Th e majority of chapters in this volume were fi rst presented as papers at 

the workshop ‘Patristic Th eology and Apocryphal Narratives in Byzantine 

Devotion to Mary the Mother of God’, which Mary Cunningham organised 

during the seventeenth International Patristics Conference in Oxford (August 

2015). Further chapters were commissioned for the volume from scholars 

who are working in this fi eld but who were unable to attend that workshop. 

All of the contributors and conversation partners who have commented or 

discussed this project with us along the way –  including Phil Booth, Kosta 

Simić, Christos Simelidis and Niki Tsironis –  deserve our heartfelt thanks. Two 

anonymous readers also helped us, as editors and individual contributors, to 

improve the book. Moreover, we have both been fortunate enough to spend 

time as Fellows at Dumbarton Oaks during the time that we were editing 

this book. We should like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude 

to this excellent research library, along with its Director, Trustees and Senior 

Fellows for these fruitful periods. We are also very grateful to Michael Sharp 

and Sophie Taylor, as well as the production team at Cambridge University 

Press, for their expert advice in the preparation of the volume for publication. 

 Our method in the presentation of proper names –  where there exist no 

standard Anglicised forms  –  requires some explanation. We have chosen 

throughout the book to adopt the spellings that we deem to be most familiar 

to particular groups of readers. Th us the names of fi gures who belong to the 

‘patristic period’ (defi ned here as occurring before the sixth century) retain 

the more usual Latinised forms: thus ‘Nestorius’, ‘Proclus’ and so on. Names 

that belong to fi gures who lived aft er this period and wrote in Greek follow 

the current spelling conventions that are used by Byzantinists: that is, they are 

presented in their Hellenised forms, such as ‘Sophronios’, ‘Maximos’ and others. 

We realise that this leads to various inconsistencies, but unfortunately this 

would be true of any system. We use capital letters to indicate major Dominical 

or Marian feast- days, such as ‘Nativity’ (whether of Christ or the Virgin Mary), 

‘Entrance’ and ‘Dormition’. However, when we are talking about the events 

themselves (whether historical or legendary), we use lower case. Individual 

contributors have some license to adopt their own conventions, but we have 

generally tried to achieve consistency in presentation throughout the volume.   
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  Abbreviations 

    AB        Analecta Bollandiana    

  ACO      Acta Conciliorum Oecumenicorum   

   BHG        Bibliotheca hagiographica graeca , ed. F. Halkin (Brussels: 

Société des Bollandistes)   

   BMGS        Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies    
   BOR        Biserica Ortodoxă Română    

   BZ        Byzantinische Zeitschrift     
  c.      century   

  ca.      circa   

  CANT      Corpus Apocryphorum Novi Testamenti (Turnhout: Brepols)   

   CArch        Cahiers archéologiques    
  CCCM      Corpus Christianorum Continuatio Mediaevalis (Turnhout: 

Brepols)   

  CCSG      Corpus Christianorum Series Graeca (Turnhout: Brepols)   

  CCSL      Corpus Christianorum Series Latina (Turnhout: Brepols)   

  CFHB      Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae   

  CNRS      Centre National de Recherche Scientifi que (Paris, France)   

   CPG        Clavis Patrum Graecorum , ed. M. Geerart, 5 vols. (Turnhout: 

Brepols, 1974– 83)   

  CSCO      Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium   

  CSEL      Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum,  Univer-

sity of Salzburg (Vienna: Verlag der Österreichischen 

Akademie der Wissenschaft en)   

   DChAE        Deltion tes Christianikes Archaiologikes Hetaireias    
   DHGE        Dictionnaire d’histoire et de géographie ecclésiastique    

  DOML      Dumbarton Oaks Medieval Library   

   DOP        Dumbarton Oaks Papers    
  DOS      Dumbarton Oaks Studies   

   DS        Dictionnaire de Spiritualité    

   EEBS        Epeteris Hetaireias Byzantinon Spoudon    

   EO        Échos d’Orient    
  ETL      Ephemerides Th eologicae Lovanienses   
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xix

  GCS      Die griechischen christlichen Schrift stellern der ersten 

drei Jahrhunderte   

   GRBS        Greek, Roman and Byzantine Studies    

   HA        Handes Amsorya    

   HTh R        Harvard Th eological Review    

   JAChr        Jahrbuch für Antike und Christentum    

   JECS        Journal of Early Christian Studies    

   JNES        Journal of Near Eastern Studies    

   JÖB        Jahrbuch der Österreichischen Byzantinistik    

   JSAH        Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians    

   JTS        Journal of Th eological Studies    

   JWCI        Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes    

  LSJ       Greek– English Lexicon , ed. H. Liddell, R. Scott and H. S. 

Jones (Oxford University Press)   

  MGH Capit.      Monumenta Germaniae historica:  Capitularia regum 

Francorum (Hanover: Hahn, 1883– 97)   

  MGH Epist.      Monumenta Germaniae historica:  Epistolarum, 8  vols. 

(Berlin, 1887– 1939)   

  MGH SRL      Monumenta Germaniae historica:  Scriptores rerum 

Langobardicarum et italicarum saec. VI– IX (Hanover: 

Hahn, 1878)   

  MGH SRM      Monumenta Germaniae historica:  Scriptores rerum 

merovingicarum, 7 vols. (Hannover: Hahn, 1885– 1920)   

   MS        Medieval Studies    

  NPNF      Nicene and Post- Nicene Fathers   

  OCA      Orientalia Christiana Analecta   

   OCP        Orientalia Christiana Periodica    

   ODB        Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium , ed. A. Kazhdan (Oxford 

University Press, 1991), 3 vols.   

  PG      Patrologiae cursus completus, Series graeca, ed. J.- P. 

Migne, 161 vols. in 166 pts. (Paris, 1857– 66)   

  PL      Patrologiae cursus completus, Series latina, ed. J.- P. 

Migne, 221 vols. in 222 pts. (Paris, 1944– 80)   

  PTS      Patristische Texte und Studien, im Auft rag der Patristischen 

Kommission der Akademien der Wissenschaft en zu 

Göttingen, Heidelberg, München und der Akademie der 

Wissenschaft en und der Literatur zu Mains, ed. K. Aland 

and W. Schneemelcher (Berlin and New York: Walter de 

Gruyter, 1964– )   
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xx

   RAChr        Rivista di archeologia christiana    
   RBén        Revue Bénédictine    
   REA        Revue des études augustiniennes    
   REB        Revue des études byzantines    
   ROC        Revue de l’Orient chrétien    
   RSBN        Rivista di studi bizantini e neoellenici    
  SC      Sources chrétiennes (Paris: Les Éditions du Cerf)   
  SP      Studia Patristica   
  SPBS      Society for the Promotion of Byzantine Studies (series)   
  ST      Studi e Testi   
  SVS      St Vladimir’s Seminary   
   SVTQ        St Vladimir’s Th eological Quarterly    
  TLG      Th esaurus Linguae Graecae, A Digital Library of Greek 

Literature   
   TM        Travaux et mémoires    
  TTH      Translated Texts for Historians (Liverpool University 

Press)   
  TU      Texte und Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der altchris t-

lichen Literatur (Leipzig: J.C. Hinrichs)   
   VAMZ        Viestnik hrvatskoga arkeologičkoga družtva (Journal of 

the Croatian Archaeological Society)    
   VetChr        Vetera Christianorum    
   VigChr        Vigiliae Christianae    
  VigChrSupp      Supplements to Vigiliae Christianae      
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