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Slavery in the Late Antique World, 150–700 CE

Slavery in the Late Antique World, 150–700 CE investigates the
ideological, moral, cultural, and symbolic aspects of slavery, as well
the living conditions of slaves in the Mediterranean Basin and Europe
during a period of profound transformation. It focuses on socially
marginal areas and individuals on an unprecedented scale. Written by
an international team of scholars, the volume establishes that late
ancient slavery is a complex and polymorphous phenomenon, one
that was conditioned by culture and geography. Rejecting
preconceived ideas about slavery as static and without regional
variation, it offers focused case studies spanning the late ancient
period. These case studies provide in-depth analyses of authors and
works, and consider a range of factors relevant to the practice of
slavery in speciûc geographical locations. Using comparative and
methodologically innovative approaches, this book revisits and
questions established assumptions about late ancient slavery. It also
enables fresh insights into one of humanity’s most tragic institutions.

Chris L. de Wet is Professor of New Testament and Early Christian
Studies at the University of South Africa andHonorary Research Fellow
at the Australian Lutheran College. He is the author of Preaching
Bondage: John Chrysostom and the Discourse of Slavery in Early
Christianity (2015) and The Unbound God: Slavery and the
Formation of Early Christian Thought (2018).

Maijastina Kahlos is Research Fellow at the Helsinki Collegium for
Advanced Studies at the University of Helsinki. She is the author of
Debate and Dialogue: Christian and Pagan Cultures, c. 360–430

(2007), Forbearance and Compulsion: The Rhetoric of Tolerance and
Intolerance in Late Antiquity (2009), and Religious Dissent in Late
Antiquity (2020).

Ville Vuolanto is Senior Lecturer in the Department of History at
Tampere University. He has published extensively on children and
family in the Roman and Late Antique periods. His publications
include Children and Asceticism in Late Antiquity (2015) and
Children and Everyday Life in the Roman and Late Antique World
(ed. 2017, with C. Laes).
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Preface

This volume has its origins in the seminar on Slavery in Late Antiquity
held in the Tvärminne zoological station of the University of Helsinki in
November 2016. The symposium was the twenty-fourth in the series of
Finnish Symposia of Late Antiquity, and it was organized by Maijastina
Kahlos, Ulla Tervahauta, and Ville Vuolanto. The theme of slavery was
chosen as the research on slavery in the late Roman Empire and in the
post-Roman kingdoms has been expanding and evolving in recent dec-
ades, with many of the self-evident truths cherished in previous studies
having been challenged. We aimed to approach late antique slavery from
awide perspective, including social, economic, political, legal, ideological,
and religious levels. With these viewpoints in mind, we had three key-note
speakers in the symposium: Chris L. de Wet (University of South Africa),
Marianne Bjelland Kartzow (University of Oslo), and Marja Vierros
(University of Helsinki).

The symposium exceeded our expectations, both intellectually and
socially, and we decided to organize this edited volume on late antique
slavery, with contributors to the symposium, along with other researchers
of slavery in Late Antiquity, in order to enrich the volume even further. In
this endeavour, our aim has been to involve and bring together contribu-
tors with different backgrounds, both geographically and intellectually.
Even if in today’s global academic world one’s scholarly and national
backgrounds are no longer as signiûcant as they used to be, we hope that
this variety present in our volume will be visible in a positive way and
provoke new research in previously unconsidered directions.

xiii
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Wewish to thank the Finnish Academy Centre of Excellence in Reason
and Religious Recognition, Faculty of Theology, Department of World
Cultures, Faculty of Humanities, University of Helsinki, and Jaakko
Frösén Fund, University of Helsinki, for supporting the symposium.
Many thanks are also due to the research assistants Irinja Bickert and
Riikka Juntunen at Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies for their
meticulous work with systematizing the notes and bibliography.
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A Note on Abbreviations and Sources Used

Texts in standard editions and reference works are used. Works of Latin
and Greek literary authors have been abbreviated by the Latin title. The
full list of these abbreviations and editions can be found in Oxford Latin
Dictionary (rev. ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press 2012, www.oxford
scholarlyeditions.com/page/abbreviations) and Lewis and Short Latin
Dictionary (Oxford: Clarendon Press 1879) (see also https://perseus.uchi
cago.edu/LewisShortAbbreviations.html), for the Latin texts, and in
Liddell-Scott-James Greek Lexicon (ninth ed., Oxford: Oxford
University Press 1940) (see also http://stephanus.tlg.uci.edu/lsj/01-author
s_and_works.html) and Diccionario Grieco-Español (Madrid: CSCI
2019) (http://dge.cchs.csic.es/lst/2lst-int.htm), for the Greek texts. For
papyri, see the Checklist of Editions of Greek, Latin, Demotic, and
Coptic Papyri, Ostraca, and Tablets, founding editors John F. Oates and
WilliamH.Willis, online at https://papyri.info/docs/checklist. The follow-
ing list gives the information for some lesser-known publications and
editions, especially for the early medieval period and for the Arabic
sources, as well as abbreviations for inscriptions, for legal material, and
for some other abbreviations that may need further speciûcation.

ACO =Acta conciliorum oecumenicorum, E. Schwartz (ed.). Berlin 1959.
Acts of Thomas = A. F. J. Klijn (ed.), The Acts of Thomas: Introduction,
Text, and Commentary, Supplements to Novum Testamentum 108.
Leiden: Brill 2003.

AE = L’Année Épigraphique. Paris (1888–).

xv
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Allen and Datema 1987 = Pauline Allen and Cornelius Datema (eds.),
Leontii Presbyteri Constantinopolitani Homiliae. Turnhout: Brepols
1987.

Amato 2014 = Eugenio Amato (ed.), Procopius of Gaza, Op. XI. Procope
de Gaze, Discours et fragments. Paris: Les Belles Lettres 2014.

al-AndalusıË, Bahr = al-AndalusıË AbuË H#ayya� n Muh #ammad ibn YuË suf, al-
Bah#r al-muh#ıËt #. Ed. ¿A� dil al-H#amd ¿Abd al-MawjuËd et al. Nine volumes.
Beirut: Da� r al-Kutub al-¿Ilmiyya 2001.

al-Bayd #a� wıË, TafsıËr = al-Bayd #a� wıË, Na� s #ir al-DıËn, Al-TafsıËr al-musamma�
anwa� r al-tanzıËl wa-asra� r al-ta¾wıËl. Two volumes. Beirut: Da� r al-
Kutub al-¿Ilmiyya 2008.

Binazzi 1989 = Gianfranco Binazzi, Inscriptiones christianae Italiae sep-
timo saeculo antiquiores, VI. Bari: Edipuglia 1989.

CE = Codex Euricianus, in Leges Visigothorum. Monumenta Germaniae
Historica, Leges Nationum Germanicarum 1, K. Zeumer (ed.).
Hannover 1902, 1–32.

CIL = Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum. 1863–.
C. Th. = Codex Theodosianus.
Cod. Iust. = Codex Iustinianus.
Conc. = La colección canónica Hispana: Concilios hispanos, segunda
parte. Volumes 4–6. Monumenta Hispaniae sacra. Serie canónica 4–6,
G. Martínez Díez and F. Rodrígues (eds.). Madrid 1984–2002.

Constas 2003 =Nicholas Constas, Proclus of Constantinople and the Cult
of the Virgin in Late Antiquity: Homilies 1–5, Texts and Translations.
Leiden; Boston: Brill 2003.

CSLA = Cult of Saints, a database, see http://csla.history.ox.ac.uk.
Dagron and Feissel 1987 = Gilbert Dagron and Denis Feissel, Inscriptions
de Cilicie. Paris: De Boccard 1987.

Daley 2017 = Brian E. Daley, Leontius of Byzantium: Complete Works.
Oxford: Oxford University Press 2017.

Datema 1978 = Conelius Datema (ed.), Amphilochii Iconiensis Opera.
Turnhout: Brepols 1978.

Divjak 1987 = J. Divjak (ed.),Oeuvres de Saint Augustin 46B: Lettres 1*-
29*, 2nd ed. Paris 1987.

Drijvers 2003 = Han J. W. Drijvers, ‘The Acts of Thomas’, in
W. Schneemelcher (ed.), New Testament Apocrypha Volume Two:
Writings Related to the Apostles; Apocalypses and Related Subjects.
Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox 2003, 322–411.

DTV = ‘TheDonation andWill of Vincent ofHuesca: Latin Text and English
Translation’, S. Corcoran, Antiquité Tardive 11 (2003): 215–21.

xvi A Note on Abbreviations and Sources Used
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Euphemia and the Goth = F. C. Burkitt (ed.), Euphemia and the Goth,
with the Acts of Martyrdom of the Confessors of Edessa. London:
Williams & Norgate 1913.

al-Farra� ¾ = al-Farra� ¾,Ma¿a� nıË al-Qur¾a� n. Three volumes. Beirut: ¿A� lam al-
Kutub 1983.

Fear 2010 = Andrew T. Fear (trans.), Orosius: Seven Books of History
against the Pagans, Translated Texts for Historians 54. Liverpool:
Liverpool University Press 2010.

Fitzgerald 1930 = Augustine Fitzgerald (trans.), The Essays and Hymns of
Synesius of Cyrene Including the Address to the Emperor Arcadius and
the Political Speeches. Oxford: Oxford University Press 1930.

FV = Formulae Visigothicae in Miscellanea Wisigothica, 2nd ed., J. Gil
(ed.). Seville: Universidad de Sevilla 1991, 71–112.

GNO = Gregorii Nysseni Opera. Leiden: Brill 1958–2014.
Hydatius = The Chronicle of Hydatius and the Consularia
Constantinopolitana, R.W. Burgess (ed.). Oxford: Clarendon Press 1993.

Ibn ¿ArabıË, TafsıËr = Ibn ¿ArabıË, TafsıËr, ed. Mus #tafa� Gha� lib. Two volumes.
Beirut: Da� r al-Andalus n.d.

Ibn Sa¿d, T #abaqa� t = Ibn Sa¿d, Muh #ammad, al-T #abaqa� t al-kabıËr, Eduard
Sachau et al. (eds.) Nine volumes. Leiden: Brill 1905–28.

ICVR = Inscriptiones Christianae Urbis Romae. Nova series. Rome
1922–.

ILCV = E. Diehl, Inscriptiones Latinae Christianae Veteres. Berlin 1925–

67.
ILS = H. Dessau, Inscriptiones Latinae Selectae, three volumes. Berlin
1892–1916.

IMS = Inscriptions de la Mésie Supérieure. Belgrade 1976–.
InscrAqu = J. B. Brusin, Inscriptiones Aquileiae, three volumes. Udine
1991–3.

Inst. Iust. = Institutiones Iustiniani.
Ioh. Bicl. Chron. = Victoris Tunnunensis chronicon cum reliquiis ex
Consularibus Caesaraugustanis. Et Iohannis Biclarensis chronicon.
Corpus Christianorum, Continuatio Medievalia 173A, R. Collins
(ed.). Turnhout 2001.

Isid. Etym. = Isidori Hispalensis episcopi etymologiarum sive originum
libri XX. Two volumes, W. M. Lindsay (ed.). Oxford 1911.

Isid. Hist. Goth. = Las Historias de los godos, vándalos y suevos de
Isidoro de Sevilla, C. Rodrígues Alonso (ed.). Leon 1975.

A Note on Abbreviations and Sources Used xvii
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Isid. Reg. Mon. = Reglas monásticas de la España visigoda. Santos padres
españoles 2, Julio Campos Ruiz, Julio and Ismael Roca Melia (eds.).
Madrid 1971.

I.Stratonikeia = _ahin,Mehmet Çetin (ed.), Die Inschriften von Stratonikeia,
Bd. 1–3. Bonn: Habelt 1981–90.

Jala� l al-DıËn al-Mah #allıË and Jala� l al-DıËn al-SuyuË t #ıË,TafsıËr al-Jala� layn = Jala� l
al-DıËn al-Mah #allıË and Jala� l al-DıËn al-SuyuË t #ıË, TafsıËr al-Jala� layn, ed. ¿AlıË
ibn Mus #tafa� KhalluË f. Damascus: n.p. 2002.

Jerome, Vita Malchi = Christa Gray (ed.), Jerome: Vita Malchi, Oxford
Classical Monographs. Oxford: Oxford University Press 2015.

LCL = Loeb Classical Library. Cambridge MA 1912–.
LGPN = Lexicon of Greek Personal Names, www.lgpn.ox.ac.uk/index
.html.

LRV = Lex Romana Visigothorum, G. F. Haenel (ed.). Berlin 1849.
LSA = ‘Last Statues of Antiquity’ – database, http://laststatues.classics.ox
.ac.uk/.

LSJ = Liddell–Scott–Jones Greek–English Lexicon.
LTUR = M. Steinby (ed.), Lexicon Topographicum Urbis Romae. Six
volumes. Rome 1993–2000.

LV = Leges Visigothorum. Monumenta Germaniae Historica, Leges
Nationum Germanicarum 1, ed. K. Zeumer. Hannover 1902.

MAMA = Monumenta Asiae Minoris Antiquae. Manchester 1928–.
Martínez Díez and Rodríguez = Gonzalo Martínez Díez and Félix
Rodríguez (eds.), La colección canónica Hispana, Volumes 4–6.
Madrid: Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientíûcas, Instituto
Enrique Flórez 1984–2002.

Muja� hid, TafsıËr = Muja� hid ibn Jabr, TafsıËr, ed. Muh #ammad ¿Abd al-
Sala� m AbuË al-NıËl. MadıËnat Nas #r. Cairo: Da� r al-Fikr al-Isla� mıË al-
H#adıËtha 1989.

Muqa� til, TafsıËr = Muqa� til ibn Sulayma� n, TafsıËr, ed. ¿Abdalla� h Mah #muËd
al-Shaha� ta. Five volumes. Beirut: Da� r Ih #ya� ¾ al-Tura� th al-¿ArabıË 2002.

Neil and Allen = Bronwen Neil and Pauline Allen, The Letters of Gelasius
I (492–496): Pastor and Micro-Manager of the Church of Rome,
Adnotationes 1. Turnhout: Brepols 2014.

NRSV = New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.
Paschoud 1989 = F. Paschoud (ed.), Zosime: Histoire Nouvelle. Tome III.
2e partie. Paris: Budé 1989.

Perrone 2015 = Lorenzo Perrone (ed.), Origen, New Homilies on the
Psalms. Die griechischen christlichen Schriftsteller der ersten
Jahrhunderte, N.F. 19. Berlin: De Gruyter 2015.
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PG = Patrologia Graeca, J.–P. Migne (ed.). Paris 1857–66.
Pizarra = Las pizarras visigodas: entre el latín y su disgregación, la lengua
hablada en Hispania, siglos VI–VIII. Colección Beltenenebros 8,
I. Velázquez (ed. and comm.). Burgos 2004.

P.Nessana = Kraemer, Casper J., Excavations at Nessana (Auja Haûr,
Palestine): 3, Non-literary Papyri. Princeton 1958.

P.Petra I = Frösén, Jaakko, Antti Arjava, and Marjo Lehtinen (eds.), The
Petra Papyri I. Amman: American Center of Oriental Research 2002.

P.Petra II = Koenen, Ludwig, Jorma Kaimio, Maarit Kaimio, and Robert
W. Daniel (eds.), The Petra Papyri II. Amman: American Center of
Oriental Research 2013.

P.Petra III = Arjava, Antti, Matias Buchholz, and Traianos Gagos (eds.),
The Petra Papyri III. Amman: American Center of Oriental Research
2007.

P.Petra IV = Arjava, Antti, Matias Buchholz, Traianos Gagos, andMaarit
Kaimio (eds.), The Petra Papyri IV. Amman: American Center of
Oriental Research 2011.

P.Petra V = Arjava, Antti, Jaakko Frösén, and Jorma Kaimio (eds.), The
Petra Papyri V. Amman: American Center of Oriental Research 2018.

Pseudo-Joshua the Stylite, Chronicle = F. R. Trombley and J. W. Watt
(eds.), The Chronicle of Pseudo-Joshua the Stylite, Translated Texts for
Historians 32. Liverpool: Liverpool University Press 2000.

Querolus = Les Grincheux: Comedie de la Petite Marmite. Latin text and
translation by Catherine Jacquermard-Le Saos. Paris: Les Belles Lettres
1994.

Al-Qurt #ubıË, Ja� mi¿ = al-Qurt #ubıË, AbuË ¿Abdalla� h Muh #ammad, al-Ja� mi¿ li-
ah#ka� m al-Qur¾a� n, ¿Abdalla� h al-TurkıË (ed.). Twenty-four volumes. Beirut:
Mu¾assasat al-Risa� la 2006.

Al-Ras¿anıË, RumuËz = al-Ras¿anıË, ¿Abd al-Razza� q, RumuËz al-kunuËz, ¿Abd
al-Malik ibn ¿Abdalla� h ibn Ruhaysh (ed.). Nine volumes. Mecca:
Matktabat al-AsadıË 2008.

Al-Ra� zıË,Mafa� tıËh# = al-Ra� zıË, Fakhr al-DıËn,Mafa� tıËh# al-ghayb. Six volumes.
Cairo: BuË la� q 1861.
SC = Sources Chrétiennes. Paris: Cerf 1943–.
Selb and Kaufhold 2002 =Walter Selb andHubert Kaufhold,Das Syrisch-
römische Rechtsbuch. Vienna: Verlag der Österreichischen Akademie der
Wissenschaften 2002.

SGO = Reinhold Merkelbach and Josef Stauber (eds.), Steinepigramme
aus dem griechischen Osten, Bd. 1–5. München and Leipzig 1998–

2004.
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S. Martín de Asan Document = ‘Cuatro documentos inéditos del monas-
terio visigoda de San Martín de Asán (522–586)’, G. Tomás-Faci and
J. Carlos Martín-Iglesias (eds.), Mittellateinisches Jahrbuch 52 (2017):
261–86.

Synod of Elvira = A. W. W. Dale (ed.), The Synod of Elvira and Christian
Life in the Fourth Century: AHistorical Essay. London:Macmillan 1882.
Al-T #abarıË, Ja� mi¿ = al-T #abarıË, Ja� mi¿ al-baya� n, ¿Abdalla� h al-TurkıË (ed.).
Twenty-six volumes. Cairo: Da� r Hajr 2001.
Al-T #abarsıË,Majma¿ = al-T #abarsıË,Majma¿ al-baya� n, Ha� shim al-RusuË lıË al-
Mah #alla� ti (ed.). Ten volumes. Beirut: Da� r Ih #ya� ¾ al-Tura� th al-¿ArabıË 1979.
TAM = Tituli Asiae Minoris. Vienna 1901–.
Al-Tha¿labıË, Kashf = al-Tha¿labıË, al-Kashf wa-l-baya� n, AbuË Muh #ammad
ibn ¿A� shuË r (ed.). Ten volumes. Beirut: Da� r Ih #ya� ¾ al-Tura� th al-¿ArabıË 2002.
TM =Trismegistos. An interdisciplinary portal of the ancient world,www
.trismegistos.org (Leuven).

Vazquez de Parga 1943 = Luis Vazquez de Parga (ed.), Sancti Braulionis
Caesaraugustani Episcopi Vita S. Emiliani. Madrid: Consejo Superior
de Investigaciones Cientíûcas, Instituto Jerónimo Zurita 1943.

V Fruct. = La Vida de San Fructuoso de Braga. Estudio y edicion critica,
M. C. Diaz y Diaz (ed.). Braga 1974.

V Patrum Emeretensium = The Vitas Sanctorum Patrum Emeretensium,
J. N. Garvin (ed.). Washington DC 1946.

VonGebhardt andVonDobschütz 1922 =Oscar VonGebhardt and Ernst
Von Dobschütz (eds.), Die Akten der edessenischen Bekenner Gurjas,
Samonas und Abibos, Texte und Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der
altchristlichen Literatur, 37.2. Leipzig: Hinrichs 1911.
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