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the importance of Arts education to children’s development and learning 

while connecting each Arts area to the Australian Curriculum. The 

third edition provides the same comprehensive coverage and exciting 

introduction to Arts education in Australia as previous editions, with 

updated content and new, interactive features. The book covers the key 

areas of dance, drama, media arts, music and visual arts, with chapters 

full of teacher tips, practical examples and suggestions for classroom 

activities.

This new edition’s enhanced eBook content includes:

•	 interactive questions and answers

•	 links to videos of Arts activities

•	 over 30 downloadable lesson plans

•	 links to online resources to support students in their learning.

This book is a vital resource for all pre-service early childhood and 

primary teachers, emphasising the often-overlooked yet fundamental 

nature of the Arts in schools. Through the Arts, if we can instill a love of 

learning, then we can all learn to love.
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Preface

In the 21st century, the educational landscape is changing quickly. With changing global 

economic priorities, population shifts and demographics, education is once again being 

recognised as a leading agent of change. The Arts, more so than ever before, are needed for 

creative solutions, shared communication and social and personal development. STEM 

may well develop technologies, but it is the Creative Arts that will discover them first.

Too often, the Arts have been marginalised, or perceived to be elite. This third edition 

is significantly updated to further empower all teachers and Initial Teacher Education 

(ITE) students to not only have knowledge of teaching the Arts, but security and confi-

dence in doing so successfully, to allow their students to be successful, ongoing learners. 

At the time of writing this third edition there is a call to educate more Mathematics and 

Science teachers for secondary schools from the highest education official in Australia. 

There is a quote misattributed to Albert Einstein that states the definition of insanity is 

doing the same thing over and over expecting a different outcome. Yet this is where many 

Western education systems are at the moment. Rather than attempting bold moves to 

enable imaginative and creative solutions to seemingly intractable problems they merely 

seek to give us more of the same.

How very sad.

Australia has developed the Australian Curriculum, with individual State and Territory 

implementation and adaptation. This edition takes that into account and additionally rec-

ognises the core Arts practices that apply internationally as well, allowing teachers across 

multiple international jurisdictions to use this text to support their classroom practice.

In this third edition we have undertaken to unify the chapter sections, with a multi-

tude of practical supports and resources, both within the text and online. Teaching the 

Arts draws important links to the Australian Curriculum and the Early Years Learning 

Framework while including substantial references to Indigenous histories and cultures, 

relationships with Asia, and sustainability. New to the text is a widened focus on diversity 

and inclusion for all students.

Generously illustrated and featuring excellent online resources, Teaching the Arts is an 

indispensable resource for pre-service teachers.

The third edition also features enhanced and updated content:

•	 significant extension to each chapter particularly on the five art forms of dance, 

drama, media, music and visual arts

•	 additional practical activities

•	 additional current research and theory

•	 additional curriculum information linked to the Australian Curriculum: The 

Arts, while still maintaining the depth of content for the Early Years Learning 

Framework and individual State curricula

•	 additional online resources, including lecture PowerPoints for academics.
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Prefacexii

We would particularly like to recognise the students and academics who have engaged 

with and supported this text. Without their support, usage and helpful feedback the text 

would not have been so successful and widely used. Indeed, it is because of the positive 

feedback and requests for additional content that we have been able to create this third 

edition. We aim to even further support the needs of teachers in training across Australia 

and elsewhere, as well as our academic colleagues.

There is a growing recognition that for our children to be successful in society we need 

to have innovative and creative thinkers who see education as an opportunity to explore 

possibilities rather than confirm probabilities. It is our sincere hope that this greatly 

expanded third edition will support us all in recognising and implementing the Arts and 

their importance in education. Water is the giver of life. We need STEAM in academia and 

education, not just a STEM that will never grow.

David, Bill and Amy
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Click on bold terms to display pop-up definitions of key 

concepts.

 navigation and search

Move between pages and sections in multiple ways, includ-

ing via the linked table of contents and the search tool.

Using your Vitalsource eBook

Once you have registered your VitalSource access code (see the inside front cover for 

instructions), you will have access to the interactive eBook via your VitalSource Bookshelf. 

The below navigation instructions provide a general overview of the main features used 

within the interactive eBook.

icons This icon is used throughout the textbook to indicate the presence of an 

interactive component in the eBook. A descriptor below indicates the type of 

content available.
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Using your Vitalsource eBook xv

 review questions

At the end of the chapter, respond to the 

review questions and use the prompts to assess 

your responses. Note that the solution pop-

ups can be moved about the page.

Videos and links 

View relevant video and online content to extend 

your knowledge on the topics presented in the 

book. Click the icon, which links to the video or 

website.

 Downloadable lesson plans and additional resources

Throughout the book there are over 30 lesson plans featuring 

aims, overviews, intended outcomes and links to the curricu-

lum that can be conveniently downloaded as Word documents.

Questions and activities 

Spotlight on Arts education boxes 

explore theory to practice through look-

ing at artists or aspects of arts history, 

while In the classroom boxes pro-

vide suggestions for activities that can 

be used in the classroom. Reflection 

activity boxes enable students to con-

template arts teaching and learning, 

and Teacher tip boxes offer practical, 

 experience-based hints for pre-service teachers

Read the question and type your answer in the box. Submit your answers to view the 

guided solutions and assess your results. Note that the solution pop-ups can be moved 

about the page.
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