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Series Editors’ Preface

This fascinating book seeks to conceptualise the extension of the
European Union’s internal market to third countries without member-
ship of the EU and to provide a legal analysis of the twofold ‘boundaries’
of the concept of the internal market. These boundaries are principally
geographical but also have a substantive dimension. The book offers
a comprehensive analysis of the conditions under which the internal
market can be effectively expanded by exporting the acquis to allow for
the participation of third countries without sacrificing its defining
characteristics. This work is most timely in view of Brexit and the
negotiations on the future relationship between the European Union
and the United Kingdom, but its canvas stretches way beyond Brexit
issues to examine the substantive scope of the internal market, the
required level of uniformity within flexible integration, the role of
foundational principles in the EU’s market edifice and the institutional
framework and related concerns (such as the autonomy of the EU’s legal
order which is keenly guarded by the Court of Justice) of extending the
internal market beyond the Union’s borders. Instead of looking at the
effectiveness of norms transport from the point of view of the third
countries involved, the book discusses the limits of integration from the
perspective of EU constitutional law.

Exporting the Union’s acquis is scarcely a new idea; the European
Economic Area (EEA) is the most celebrated instance of this working
extremely well for many years. Oberg uses the EEA Agreement and
three sectoral treaties: the Energy Community Treaty, the European
Common Aviation Area Agreement and the Transport Community
Treaty as case studies illustrating the challenges of setting up institu-
tions and procedures which respect both the autonomy of the EU legal
order and the sovereignty of the contracting parties, while seeking to
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XVI SERIES EDITORS' PREFACE

achieve and maintain homogeneity in the expanded internal market.
These four treaties in fact establish homogeneous markets within
a wide region rather than between the EU and individual third coun-
tries. The extent of market integration envisaged and achieved, gener-
ally in the case of the EEA, and in specific sectors in the case of the
others, involves the third countries engaging in extensive commit-
ments to adhere to the EU acquis. Like the EU itself, they go much further
than bilateral agreements. Accordingly, these multilateral case studies
demonstrate feasible responses to the challenges of setting up elaborate
institutions and procedures to support the achievement and mainten-
ance of homogeneity in a legal space founded upon the EU acquis, while
at the same time respecting the EU legal order’s inherent limits to the
EU’s exportation of norms.

The analysis in this book is both dynamic and invigorating, and it
deserves to be read widely; academics, postgraduate students and legal
practitioners will find much wisdom over which to mull, and decision-
makers and influencers will read it to their profit. Accordingly, we are
very pleased indeed to welcome this latest addition to the series
Cambridge Studies in European Law and Policy.

Mark Dawson
Laurence Gormley
Jo Shaw
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