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‘This carefully co-ordinated book is a masterly appraisal in terms of

history, religion, law and culture of the foundation of the Church in

Wales in 1920, and its identity and mission since. The focus is on

Wales, yet the underlying engagement with how Christians and society

relate has a universal relevance.’

Robert Ombres OP, Blackfriars Hall,

University of Oxford

‘The pre-eminent ecclesiastical jurist Norman Doe is uniquely placed to

confect this collection of essays to mark the centenary of a non-established

Anglican presence in Wales. Drawing on a rich array of scholars,

practitioners and clergy, the volume explores and celebrates the manner

in which the Church inWales self-identifies as a national church, and inter-

relates withWelsh culture, society, politics, education and government. It is

required reading for historians, ecclesiologists and sociologists, both within

and beyond the Anglican Communion.’

Professor Mark Hill QC, Centre for Law and

Religion, Cardiff University

‘In a series of sweeping studies over more than three decades, Norman

Doe has brought to brilliant light and life the extraordinary riches of law

and religion first in his nativeWales, then in the United Kingdom, then in

all of Europe, and finally in all of global Christendom. In this learned but

accessible volume, Doe returns to his Welsh Anglican roots and leads a

score of distinguished scholars and churchmen in a close study of the

history, law, theology, liturgy, music, iconography, culture, education,

charity work and ecumenical efforts of the Church in Wales. This is not

a cheery tourist brochure, and some of the contributors pull no punches

when confronting some grimmer parts of this fascinating story. But

insider Welsh Anglicans and distant outsiders alike will find much to

savour, ponder and admire in these arresting pages.’

John Witte, Robert W. Woodruff Professor

of Law, Emory University
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A N EW H I S T O R Y O F TH E

CHURCH I N WA L E S

This book marks the centenary of the Church in Wales, following the

disestablishment of the Church of England in Wales in 1920. Part I

provides a historical overview: from the Age of the Saints to Victorian

times; the disestablishment campaign; Christianity in Wales since 1920;

and broad issues faced over the century. Part II explores the constitution,

bishops and archbishops, clergy and laity. Part III examines doctrine,

liturgy, rites of passage and relations with other faith communities. Part

IV deals with the Church and culture, education, the Welsh language and

social responsibility. Part V discusses the changing images of the Church

and its future. Around themes of continuity and change, the book

questions assumptions about the Church, including its distinctive

theology and Welshness, ecumenical commitment, approach to

innovation and response to challenges posed by the State and wider

world in an increasingly pluralist and secularised Welsh society over the

century.

norman doe is Professor at Cardiff University Law School. He studied

at Cardiff University, the University of Cambridge and the University of

Oxford, and is a barrister. His degrees include a PhD (Cambridge), DCL

(Lambeth) and LLD (Cambridge). His books include Fundamental

Authority in Late Medieval English Law (Cambridge, 1990), Canon Law

in the Anglican Communion (1998), Religion and Law in the United

Kingdom (with Mark Hill and Russell Sandberg, 2011), Christian Law:

Contemporary Principles (Cambridge, 2013), The Legal Architecture of

English Cathedrals (2017) and Comparative Religious Law: Judaism,

Christianity, Islam (Cambridge, 2018). A visiting professor at Paris

University since 1999, he was a visiting fellow at Trinity College, Oxford

(2011), visiting scholar at Corpus Christi College, Oxford (2015), and

visiting fellow at Jesus College, Oxford (2018), and acted as a consultant

on canon law to the Anglican Communion, served on the Lambeth

Commission (2003–4), and is Chancellor of the Diocese of Bangor. He

directs the Cardiff LLM in canon law.
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FOREWORD

the rt revd andrew john, bishop of bangor

the rt revd june osborne, bishop of llandaff

‘The story of the Church in Wales might be seen as a story of battles won
and wars lost.’ So says Rowan Williams in this immensely readable and
insightful book celebrating the centenary of the Church of which he first
became archbishop. He is right that there have been dramas, triumphs
and casualties. Tribute is paid to vivid leaders who have broken new
ground and been ‘Godsends’ to this small but truly independent Anglican
province. A remarkable fidelity in the worship, Christian ministry and
outreach of parish churches has seen the Church in Wales become the
largest Christian denomination inWales with a joyful story to tell, taking
us far beyond the contests which led to disestablishment in 1920.

Here it is acknowledged that Wales has been an intensely religious
nation. For century after century, Christianity was the religion of the
people, the majority of whom through a sense of obligation and duty
would have attended worship at least once on a Sunday. Welsh
Anglicanism was always an embedded part of that Christian identity –

and the continuity of faith from the ‘Age of the Saints’ in the sixth century
through to Diocesan Conferences and the Governing Body of the twenty-
first century is told with clarity and affection.

There is also clear mapping of the social and ecclesial changes which
have been shaping both that Christian identity and the diverse expres-
sions of church life through the century we are celebrating. Wales is also
the region in the British Isles where religion has declined the most. We
are reminded that the Church which introduced a Constitution to order
its life in 1920 in key ways does not resemble the Church in Wales we
know today. The latter is more inclusive and compassionate and knows
better its need to proclaim the Gospel afresh to each generation, in a way
that future generations can access and to which they can authentically
respond.

There are things to regret and lament – and the book is not shy in
discussing these. Relationships with other communities of faith have
often been marked by scepticism, even malign distrust and cynicism.

xvii
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We have allowed the deeply bilingual nature of the Church inWales to be
misrepresented. Attitudes towards women and minority groups in
society have not always matched up to the radical call for equality in
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. A Church born from coercive origins needs to
learn from the constant temptation to demonise or denigrate others and
to strive to be a truly prophetic religion, healing a broken world.

Yet the pages of this book are also filled with heartening examples of
things which make us proud and grateful to God for his mercy and grace
poured out upon his people, the Body of Christ, within the Anglican
tradition in Wales. For example, there are progressive rites of passage.
With its new burial service came a more pastorally sympathetic approach
to those who were unbaptised or had committed suicide, something the
Church of England only introduced forty years later. Whilst other parts
of the Anglican Communion continue to wrestle with the issues of same-
sex relationships, some paralysed into an uncomfortable impasse, the
Governing Body of the Church in Wales has concluded that it is pasto-
rally unsustainable for the Church to make no formal provision for those
in same-gender relationships. And which other Anglican province has
women making up one-half of its Bench of Bishops?

Also, here you will find a good dose of realism about the challenges
which lie ahead. Drawing plentifully on what has gone before, the future
agenda is also seen in terms of both continuity and change. An appraisal
of the Constitution to fulfil more effectively the mission and witness of
the modern Church in Wales is overdue. Addressing with confidence the
nature of Anglicanism will help us incorporate our disagreements into
our life. We put evangelism at the heart of our ministry for the good of
a society which is tempted to believe that faith is irrelevant or untrust-
worthy. As isolation and loneliness increase and mental anxiety, espe-
cially amongst the young, becomes a new epidemic, we will renew our
commitment to the local church being in every way for the local com-
munity it serves. In the Rhondda Valleys, in Haverfordwest, inWrexham,
in the Llŷn Peninsula or in Builth Wells, the Church in Wales serves the
people of Wales.

And so this volume stimulates us to ask ourselves: in celebrating the
centenary of the modern Church in Wales, what will a properly catholic,
reformed, mission-oriented, and thoroughly Welsh Christian commu-
nity look like in its second century? It has been an exciting and joyful
journey so far, and the best is yet to come.
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EDITORIAL PREFACE

This book has been prompted by three factors. First, there is the oppor-
tunity to reimagine the lasting impact onWales of the momentous events
immediately leading up to the foundation of the Church in Wales in
1920. The enactment by Parliament of the Welsh Church Act 1914,
which led to disestablishment of the Church of England in Wales in
1920, occurred in the most extraordinary and controversial political
circumstances. Promoted by the Liberal government, and the subject of
a protracted and publicly criticised royal commission, it was opposed by
the establishment, including the House of Lords, which in 1909–10 also
initially rejected David Lloyd George’s ‘people’s budget’, and was the first
statute enacted under the Parliament Act 1911, itself of immense con-
stitutional significance in enabling the House of Commons to present
a bill for royal assent without the Lords’ consent – and all this on the eve
of the First World War. Intriguingly, the day of disestablishment was the
same as that on which Owain Glyndŵr’s ‘Pennal Letter’ to Charles V of
France in 1406 proposed independence for the Welsh Church from
Canterbury – the last day of March.

Secondly, there is the topicality today of the issues at the heart of the
debate as it developed for fifty years prior to disestablishment, and in the
persistence of similar issues since. It was the Welsh who agitated for
disestablishment. Nonconformists represented the majority religion.
They refused to pay tithes to the English Church. There was a belief
that the minority and alien Church of England had an anglicising effect
on Welsh life – on the heels of the 1847 report on education portraying
the Welsh as backward, barbaric and bone idle. The Liberal Party sup-
ported the Nonconformists, inheriting from its Whig roots sympathy for
their causes. It had a Nonconformist following and advocated religious
freedom and equality, and separation of State and religion – and
Gladstone’s Liberal government had disestablished the Church of
Ireland and dissolved its union with the English Church in 1869. In
contrast, the ‘throne and altar’ Conservative Party defended
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establishment – and its unionism opposedWales-only law on religion. As
the nineteenth century closed, the English Church in Wales no longer
had power to monopolise education, control university life or impose
church rates on all resident in its parishes. Moreover, while the call of
English Nonconformists to disestablish the Church in England waned
there, it waxed in Wales, especially so after legislation about denomina-
tional education (1902–5) and the great Welsh Revival (1904–5) which
increased dramatically numbers of Nonconformists in Wales. Similar
issues persisted after 1920 and still persist today. As we shall see, the
Church in Wales continued and continues to grapple with its role in the
national life of Wales, its position vis-à-vis other faith communities, its
institutional separation from the State, and its need to co-operate with
the State over, for example, its secular equality legislation.

Thirdly, there is the appetite of the Church in Wales to reflect in
scholarly and practical ways on its work and legacy over the past hundred
years and look forward in light of this wisdom. One themewhich emerges
in this book is the slow numerical decline in the membership of the
institutional Church inWales, the pressures placed on it by its custodian-
ship of much of the built heritage of Wales, its need to engage with the
effects since 1998 of devolution, and the expanding jurisdiction of the
National Assembly forWales and of theWelsh government in areas such
as the ecclesiastical exemption, church schools, the safeguarding of
children and vulnerable adults, and equality and diversity in all areas of
its life. The centenary, therefore, provides a good opportunity for the
Church in Wales, as an institution and as a community of those faithful
Christians who associate with it – together with its ecumenical partners
and wider society – to evaluate its work and contribution to Welsh life as
simply one religious organisation among many in a pluralistic Wales –
that is to say, to reimagine itself as a church for the future.

I have enjoyed the support of a great many people in the process of
editing this book. First, the contributors, each of whom took up the
invitation to write without demur but with an enthusiasm and good
will undaunted by the demanding grille thématique and the tight and
relentless timescale. It was a great privilege and pleasure to work with
such a distinguished, energetic and experienced team, and I thank each
one of them for their industry, flexibility and patience in responding to
queries, requests for further research, and suggestions for fine-tuning.
Secondly, the staff at the provincial offices of the Church in Wales. Work
on chapters required consultation of a host of primary and archival
materials. The contributors and I are extremely grateful to John
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Richfield, Lyn Chandler, Julian Luke and all their colleagues, and to
William Price, for searching for, finding, and providing access to these
materials. Thirdly, the Bench of Bishops, Representative Body and pro-
vincial secretary, Simon Lloyd, of the Church in Wales provided invalu-
able support and encouragement. Fourthly, at Cambridge University
Press, I am especially grateful to Finola O’Sullivan, Editorial Director,
Law, for her initial and positive response to the book proposal in the
summer of 2018, for her continued faith in the project and for her
support over recent months, as well as to her colleagues who have
made production of the book such an enjoyable and expeditious experi-
ence. Finally, I thank for their constant support my long-suffering
family – particularly my wife Heather who, as a doctor and legislator in
the Church in Wales, provided much-appreciated insights into all the
issues – as well as my own church community at St Edward’s Church,
Roath, in Cardiff, where I have had the very good fortune to serve as the
organist for the past forty-three years. If the materials in this book have
not been described accurately, explained adequately or assessed sensibly,
I am solely responsible. Be that as it may, it is hoped this volume will be
a lasting contribution to practical scholarship about the Church inWales
as it celebrates its foundation, fortunes and future.
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