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GALEN AND THE ARABIC RECEPTION

OF PLATO ’S TIMAEUS

This first full-length study of the Arabic reception of Plato’s Timaeus
considers the role of Galen of Pergamum (129–c. 216 CE) in shaping
medieval perceptions of the text as transgressing disciplinary norms. It
argues that Galen appealed to the entangled cosmological scheme of
the dialogue, where different relations connect the body, soul, and
cosmos, to expand the boundaries of medicine in his pursuit of
epistemic authority – the right to define and explain natural reality.
Aileen Das situates Galen’s work on disciplinary boundaries in the
context of medicine’s ancient rivalry with philosophy, whose profes-
sionals were long seen as possessing superior knowledge of the cosmos
vis-à-vis that of doctors. Her case studies show how Galen and four of
the most important Christian, Muslim, and Jewish thinkers in the
Arabic Middle Ages creatively interpreted key doctrines from the
Timaeus to reimagine medicine and philosophy as well as their own
intellectual identities.

aileen r. das is an Assistant Professor of Classical Studies and
Middle East Studies at the University of Michigan. Her work aims to
illuminate the diverse, and often subversive, uses to which medieval
Arabic writers put their Graeco-Roman sources in realising their own
scientific ambitions. In addition to translating Arabic versions of lost
or fragmentary Greek texts, she has published on various topics
relating to ancient and medieval medicine and philosophy, including
Islamicate receptions of Hippocrates, epitomatory literature, and
views on plant life.
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Notes on Texts, Translations, and Transliterations

Editions and Translations

< > Diamond brackets enclose words or letters added by the editor (or
by me).
[ ] Square brackets in the edition of a text enclose material an editor or

I think should be deleted. In a translation, they indicate words that have
been supplied for the sake of clarification.
On an orthographical note, I have kept tašdīd (the doubling of con-

sonants) to a minimum – on accusative and preventive particles and where
context demands – for typographical reasons.

Transliteration

The following system of transliteration is employed for Arabic:

ا ā; ء ʾ;ب b;ث t
ˉ
; ج ǧ; ح h

˙
; خ h

˘
; د d; ذ d

ˉ
; ر r; ز z;س s;ش š;ص s

˙
ض; d

˙
; ط t

˙
; ظ z

˙
; ع

ʿ; غ ġ; ف f; ق q; ل l; م m; ن n; ه h; و w, ū; ةي-ي ī, iyya

For Hebrew, I follow the general transliteration rules of the Encyclopaedia
Judaica (2nd edition), ed. M. Berenbaum and F. Skolnik (Detroit, 2007),
vol. I, pp. 197–9. My transliteration of ancient Greek conforms to the
American Library Association-Library of Congress romanization scheme. In
my bibliography, for Arabic andHebrew titles, I reproduce the transliterations
given in WorldCat.
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Abbreviations

All abbreviations of the Galenic corpus follow the system used in the
Cambridge Companion to Galen. I model my abbreviations of Aristotle’s
works on the Oxford Handbook of Aristotle. The abbreviations of other
Graeco-Roman sources follow the usage of theOxford Classical Dictionary,
4th edition. In addition, the following abbreviations are used for reference
works, collections, and editions frequently cited:

ANRW Aufstieg und Niedergang der römischen Welt, ed. W. Haase
and H. Temporini (Berlin, 1972–).

Com.Tim. Galeni Compendium Timaei Platonis, ed. and trans.
P. Kraus and R. Walzer (London, 1951).

EI Encyclopaedia of Islam, 1st edn., 9 vols. (online).
EI2 Encyclopaedia of Islam, 2nd edn., 12 vols. (online).
EI3 Encyclopaedia of Islam, Three (online).
EIr Encyclopaedia Iranica (electronic resource), ed. E. Yarshater

(New York, 1998).
K Claudii Galeni Opera Omnia, ed. K. G. Kühn, 20 vols.

(Leipzig, 1821–33).
LG L’anima e il dolore: De indolentia-De propriis placitis. Testo

greco a fronte, ed. and trans. A. Lami and I. Garofalo
(Milan, 2012).

LSJ Greek–English Lexicon, ed. H. G. Liddell, R. Scott, and
H. S. Jones (9th edn., Oxford, 1996).

M–J Dalālat al-Ḥāʾirīn, ed. S. Munk and I. Joel (Jerusalem,
1930–1).

NP Brill’s New Pauly Online Encyclopaedia of the Ancient World
(Leiden, 2005–).
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OLD Oxford Latin Dictionary, ed. P. G. W. Glare (2nd edn.,
Oxford, 2012).

SVF Stoicorum Veterum Fragmenta., ed. H. von Arnim, 3 vols.
(Leipzig, 1903).

WGAÜ Wörterbuch zu den griechisch-arabischen Übersetzungen des 9.
Jahrhunderts, Supplement, Band I: A–O, ed. M. Ullmann
(Wiesbaden, 2006).
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