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African Peacekeeping

Exploring the story of Africa’s contemporary history and politics through the

lens of peacekeeping, this concise and accessible book, based on over a decade

of research across ten countries, focuses not on peacekeeping in Africa but,

rather, peacekeeping by Africans. Going beyond the question of why post-

conflict states contribute troops to peacekeeping efforts, Jonathan Fisher and

Nina Wilén demonstrate how peacekeeping is – and has been – woven into

Africa’s national, regional and international politics more broadly, as well as

what implications this has for how we should understand the continent, its

history and its politics. In doing so, and drawing on fieldwork undertaken in

every region of the continent, Fisher and Wilén explain how profoundly this

involvement in peacekeeping has shaped contemporary Africa.

Jonathan Fisher is Professor of Global Security at the University of

Birmingham and was a Fellow of the Stellenbosch Institute for

Advanced Study, 2019–2020. Co-editor of Civil Wars since 2017, he is

the author ofEast Africa after Liberation: Conflict, Security and the State since

the 1980s (2020). His research focuses on the relationships between

authoritarianism and (in)security.

Nina Wilén is Director of the Africa Programme at Egmont Institute and

Associate Professor in Political Science at Lund University. She is the

author of Justifying Interventions: (De)Stabilising Sovereignty (2012) and

Editor-in-Chief of International Peacekeeping. Her research focuses on

peacekeeping, military interventions and gender.
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New Approaches to African History is designed to introduce students to

current findings and new ideas in African history. Although each book treats

a particular case and is able to stand alone, the format allows the studies to be

used as modules in general courses on African history and world history. The

cases represent a wide range of topics. Each volume summarises the state of

knowledge on a particular subject for a student who is new to the field.

However, the aim is not simply to present views of the literature but also to

introduce debates on historiographical or substantive issues, and individual

studies may argue for a particular point of view. The aim of the series is to

stimulate debate and to challenge students and general readers. The series is

not committed to any particular school of thought.
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