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AGING, DURATION, AND THE ENGLISH NOVEL

The rapid onset of dementia after an illness, the development of gray
hair after a traumatic loss, the sudden appearance of a wrinkle in the
brow of a spurned lover. The realist novel uses these conventions to
accelerate the process of aging into a descriptive moment, writing the
passage of years on the body all at once. Aging, Duration, and the
English Novel argues that the formal disappearance of aging from the
novel parallels the ideological pressure to identify as young by repress-
ing the process of growing old. The construction of aging as a
shameful event that should be hidden – to improve one’s chances
on the job market or secure a successful marriage – corresponds to the
rise of the long novel, which draws upon the temporality of the body
to map progress and decline onto the plots of nineteenth-century
British modernity.

  is a Lecturer in Victorian literature at Newcastle
University. His work has appeared in the journals ELH, Textual
Practice, Novel: A Forum on Fiction, SEL, Victorian Literature and
Culture, and Nineteenth-Century Gender Studies.
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for inter-
disciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars and critics
have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian literature and the
visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life, technical innovations,
scientific thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. In recent years,
theoretical challenges and historiographical shifts have unsettled the assumptions
of previous scholarly synthesis and called into question the terms of older debates.
Whereas the tendency in much past literary critical interpretation was to use the
metaphor of culture as ‘background’, feminist, Foucauldian, and other analyses
have employed more dynamic models that raise questions of power and of
circulation. Such developments have reanimated the field. This series aims to
accommodate and promote the most interesting work being undertaken on the
frontiers of the field of nineteenth-century literary studies: work which intersects
fruitfully with other fields of study such as history, or literary theory, or the history
of science. Comparative as well as interdisciplinary approaches are welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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