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Religion After Science

In this provocative work, J.L. Schellenberg addresses those who,
influenced by science, take a negative view of religion, thinking of it as
outmoded if not decadent. He promotes the view that transcendently
oriented religion is developmentally immature, showing the consilience
of scientific thinking about deep time with his view. From this unique
perspective, he responds to a number of influential cultural factors com-
monly thought to spell ill for religion, showing the changes — changes
favorable to religion — that are now called for in how we understand
them and their proper impact. Finally, he provides a defense for a new
and attractive religious humanism that benefits from, rather than being
hindered by, religious immaturity. In Schellenberg’s view, religion can
and should become a human project as monumental as science.

J. L. Schellenberg is Professor of Philosophy at Mount Saint Vincent
University. His work was honored by a special issue of the Cambridge
journal Religious Studies in 2013.
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projects, so I really ought to be thanking again everyone who helped me
with them. Consider it done. It also draws, in a few places, on those past
projects themselves. A version of Chapter 2 appeared as an article in the
online magazine Aeon. And Chapters 4 and 6 contain material reprinted
from “The Retrospective Mode” and “The Prospective Mode,” respect-
ively, in my book The Wisdom to Doubt: A Justification of Religious
Skepticism (Cornell University Press, 2007). This material is used by
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from her physical absence for two weeks in July of 2017, when she was
traveling on the other side of the country with a daughter’s family. It
was then, to distract myself from missing her (it’s a big country!), that
I resolved to put together a book I’d been thinking about. I gave all my
attention to this project. And a solid first draft was complete when she
returned. Thanks, Regina!
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