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Recentering the World recovers a richly contextual, detailed history of
Western-imposed legal structures in China, as well as engagements with
international law by Chinese ofûcials, jurists, and citizens. Beginning in the
Late Qing era, it shows how international law functioned as a channel for
power relations, techniques of economic domination, and novel forms of
resistance. The book also radically diversiûes traditionally Eurocentric
accounts of modern international law’s origins, demonstrating how, by the
mid twentieth century, Chinese jurists had made major contributions to
international organizations and the United Nations system, the international
judiciary, the laws of armed conûict, and more. Drawing on extensive archival
research, this book is a valuable guide to China’s often conûicted role in
international law, its reception and contention of concepts of sovereignty,
property, obligation, and autonomy, and its gradual move from the “periph-
ery” to a shared spot at the “center” of global legal order.

Ryan Martínez Mitchell is an assistant professor at the Faculty of Law of the
Chinese University of Hong Kong. He holds a JD from Harvard Law School
and a PhD in Law from Yale University. His scholarship on China and
international law has appeared in a number of leading scholarly journals.
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The lord of men centers the world around him and rectiûes himself to provide
a standard for all four directions . . . As for the ruler’s virtue, this signiûes that
when virtue has reached this stage it is at its utmost, and nothing can
be added.

Chen Chun ÷ÿ, North Stream’s Glossary of Scholarly Terms Wî_ÿ, c. 1217
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The Brazilian delegate said at one point: “Now I realize that there is after all no

just principle under Heaven . . . Please wait until the Third Hague Conference,

gentlemen, and see whether Brazil is a strong country or a weak one, a large

country or a small one.” As I listened to his comments, I privately felt a sense of

grand resolve.

Lu Zhengxiang þÿ}, Memorial to the Qing Court regarding the Second Hague
Conference of 1907, January 16, 1908
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The pursuit of perpetual peace in the world by means of an international

organization can be considered the foreign policy that is the consensus of the

whole Chinese citizenry.

Zhou Gengsheng |Û�, “Xianfa Zhong de Waijiao Yuanze óýoö_îßW”

[Principles of Diplomacy in the Constitution], Zhongyang Ribao o�åç,
December 28, 1946
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