Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49866-1 — Hope in a Secular Age
David Newheiser

Frontmatter

More Information

HOPE IN A SECULAR AGE

This book argues that hope is the indispensable precondition of
religious practice and secular politics. Against dogmatic complacency
and despairing resignation, David Newheiser argues that hope sus-
tains commitments that remain vulnerable to disappointment. Since
the discipline of hope is shared by believers and unbelievers alike, its
persistence indicates that faith has a future in a secular age.
Drawing on premodern theology and postmodern theory, Newheiser
shows that atheism and Christianity have more in common than they
often acknowledge. Writing in a clear and engaging style, he develops a
new reading of deconstruction and negative theology, arguing that,
despite their differences, they share a self-critical hope. By retrieving
texts and traditions that are rarely read together, this book offers a major
intervention in debates over the place of religion in public life.

DAVID NEWHEISER is a Research Fellow in the Institute for Religion
and Critical Inquiry at Australian Catholic University. His work has
appeared in The Journal of the American Academy of Religion, The
Journal of Religious Ethics, and Theory, Culture loa Society. He is also
the editor of numerous collections, including Desire, Faith, and the

Darkness of God (2015).

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108498661
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49866-1 — Hope in a Secular Age
David Newheiser

Frontmatter

More Information

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108498661
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49866-1 — Hope in a Secular Age
David Newheiser

Frontmatter

More Information

HOPE IN A SECULAR AGE

Deconstruction, Negative Theology, and
the Future of Faith

DAVID NEWHEISER

Australian Catholic University

] CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108498661
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49866-1 — Hope in a Secular Age
David Newheiser

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108498661
DOI: 10.1017/9781108595100

© Cambridge University Press 2019

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2019
Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ International Ltd. Padstow Cornwall
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
NAMES: Newheiser, David, 1982— author.
TITLE: Hope in a secular age : deconstruction, negative theology, and the future of faith /
David Newheiser.
pEsCRIPTION: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, 2019. |
Includes bibliographical references and index.
IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2019020562 | ISBN 9781108498661 (hardback) |
ISBN 9781108724395 (paperback)
suBJECTS: LcsH: Hope. | Hope—Religious aspects. | Hope—Political aspects. | Negative theology. |
Christianity and atheism. | Religion and politics.
CLASSIFICATION: LCC BD21I6 .N49 2019 | DDC 190—dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019020562

ISBN 978-1-108-49866-1 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108498661
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49866-1 — Hope in a Secular Age
David Newheiser

Frontmatter

More Information

with gratitude for my family:
both the family I was born with
and the family I have found

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108498661
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49866-1 — Hope in a Secular Age
David Newheiser

Frontmatter

More Information

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108498661
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49866-1 — Hope in a Secular Age
David Newheiser

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents
Acknowledgments page viii
Introduction I
1 Deconstruction: The Need for Negativity 17
2 Negative Theology: Critique and Commitment 40
3 The Discipline of Hope 63
4 Beyond Indeterminacy and Dogma 85
5 Atheism and the Future of Faith 108
6 Negative Political Theology 132
Conclusion 154
Bibliography 157
Subject Index 171

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108498661
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49866-1 — Hope in a Secular Age
David Newheiser

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgements

During the long evolution of this book, I have learned that, although hope
is a discipline that we each take on for ourselves, no one hopes alone. The
work you find here has been sustained by the companionship of many
people — too many, really, to name.

I owe a particular debt to my teachers, each of whom formed my work
in ways that would surprise them: Fritz Hinrichs, Wade Bradshaw, Lad
Sessions, Alexandra Brown, Eduardo Velasquez, Morwenna Ludlow,
Philip Endean, George Pattison, Arnold Davidson, Kevin Hector, Denys
Turner, and Kathryn Tanner.

My work is marked by the colleagues I found at the institutions I have
passed through: Oxford, Yale, the University of Chicago, Princeton, the
University of Texas at Austin, Brown, and I'Institut Mémoires de I'édition
contemporaine. I am especially grateful to Paul Wilmot, Brandon Galla-
gher, Saara Folini-Kaipainen, Devin Singh, Rick Elgendy, Joshua Daniel,
Barnaby Reidel, Emily Dumler-Winkler, Leora Batnisky, Eric Gregory,
Stacy Johnson, Lorraine Pangle, Patricia Roberts-Miller, Stephen Bush,
Daniel Vaca, and Andre Willis. I have also relied on the administrative
staff at each of these institutions; without their work, I couldn’t do mine.

For the last four years I have benefited from the support of the Institute
for Religion and Ciritical Inquiry at Australian Catholic University. My
colleagues in Melbourne are generous and engaging, and I feel fortunate to
be part of such a vibrant community. I have come to rely on my partners
in a project I lead on the topic of atheism: Rachel Davies, Christiaan
Jacobs-Vandegeer, Robyn Horner, Charles Lockwood, Henning Tegt-
meyer, Denys Turner, and Stephan van Erp. I have also learned a great
deal from Vincent Lloyd and Linn Tonstad, with whom I have discussed
the themes of this book over a period of years and through whom my
thinking has been repeatedly transformed.

A number of people read substantial portions of the manuscript and
offered feedback that I continue to mull, among them Gil Anidjar, Teresa

viii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108498661
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49866-1 — Hope in a Secular Age
David Newheiser

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgements ix

Brown, Stephen Bush, Sylvia Clark, Sarah Coakley, Emily Dumler-
Winckler, Lexi Eikelboom, Paul Fiddes, Kali Handelman, Robyn Horner,
Carl Hughes, Christiaan Jacobs-Vandegeer, Stacy Johnson, Tamsin Jones,
Mark Jordan, Scott Kirkland, Adam Kotsko, Vincent Lloyd, Andrew
Prevot, Marika Rose, Mary-Jane Rubenstein, Joeri Schrijvers, Ted Smith,
Sarah Stewart-Kroeker, Jeffrey Stout, Daniel Vaca, Nehama Verbin,
Nathaniel Warne, and Andre Willis. Every time I have contact with
Beatrice Rehl of Cambridge University Press, I am grateful that she is
my editor. Thanks to Kate Mertes for preparing the index and to Jill
Hobbs for copyediting the text.

There are several people whose companionship throughout this project
has been extraordinary: Alda Balthrop-Lewis, Joshua Daniel, Rick
Elgendy, Martin Kavka, Bradley Onishi, Devin Singh, Kathryn Tanner,
and Denys Turner. Without them, my work and my life would poorer.
For feeding me, diverting me, and enduring me, especially in the final
push, I thank Owen, Rebekah, Chris, Jennifer, Mary, Jim, Caroline, and
above all Alda.

Portions of Chapters 5 and 6 previously appeared in print: David
Newheiser, “Derrida and the Danger of Religion,” Journal of the American
Academy of Religion 86, no. 1 (2018): 42—61; and David Newheiser,
“Desacralizing Political Theology: Dionysius the Areopagite and Giorgio
Agamben,” DOI:10.1111/moth.12506. I thank the publishers for permis-
sion to reuse this material.

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108498661
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49866-1 — Hope in a Secular Age
David Newheiser

Frontmatter

More Information

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108498661
www.cambridge.org

