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vs. political philosophy, 20
political thought, 85. See also political
philosophy; political theory
Arendt’s view of, 85
Aristotle’s view of, 138
faculties of, 84—91, 102—104
forms of, 91—102
as largely nontheoretical, 7, 84, 88-89, 102,
122-123
objectivity of, 102, 104-106
vs. philosophical thought, 84-85, 91, 102,
123-124, 129
Plato’s view of, 122-124
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politicization, 71-72, 77
politics, 47, 62, 134
conditions of, 74-75
essence of, 23—24, 71-72
as matter of rule, 49, 123-127, 129, 166-167
meaning of, 3—7, 23—24, 26-27, 43—44,
48-50, 167, 265
as means to an end, 49, 8283, 136, 166-167
not a universal and necessary part of human
life, 48—49, 74~75, 82—83, 166-167
philosophy and, 18-19, 24—27, 108-109,
116-117, 129, 138—141, 263—264
prejudices against, 1-3, 48—50, 74-75, 80,

82-83
as struggle for power to rule, 21-22, 50,
82-83, 167

as technical expertise and management,
124-126, 129, 136

totalitarianism as death of, 21—22

power, 1-2, 27, 44—45, 8183, 167-169,

204-205, 211, 214

American colonists’ understanding of,
201-202, 219—220, 244—245

Arendt’s definition of, 172-173

authority and, 154-157, 168, 175-176,
222-223

command and, 170-173

contracts as means to generate, 178—180

in Declaration of Independence, 245-246,
249-25T

de jure vs. de facto, 73

domination and, 82-83

as essence of government, 177

horizontal contracts and, 245—246

inherited concepts of, 44—46, 170-174, 262,
264

nonhierarchical forms of, 171

plurality and, 184-186

as power-over-others, 167—168, 173—174,
219-220, 244—245

as power-to-do, 173—174, 178-180, 184-186,
214, 219-220, 239—240

precedes distinction between means and ends,
176-177

revolutions and, 44—45, 170171

sovereignty and, 82-83

strength and, 174

two levels of, 173-174

tyranny and, 173-174

vertical contracts and, 245246

violence and, 168, 170-172, 176-177

prejudices against politics, 1-3, 48—50, 7475,

80, 82-83, 263—264

end of politics as liberty, 49

end of politics as life, 49

politics as means to an end, 49
politics as struggle for power to rule, 49—50
politics as universal and necessary part of
human life, 48—49
principle(s), 130-132
actions and, 161-162, 187-188, 252—254
American revolutionaries and, 157-158, 164
Aristotle on, 161-163, 187-188
authority and, 161, 252-253
in Declaration of Independence, 164
Descartes on, 162-163
freedom and, 187-188
genealogy of concept of, 161
Locke on, 163-164
Montesquieu on, 163—164, 187—-188
practical, 251255
as self-evident truths, 162-163
as “spirit of the laws,” 163-164
private happiness, 242—244
private sphere, 193-194, 208—209
vs. public sphere, 21-22, 70—72, 104106,
106062, 124-126
promises, mutual, 184-186, 202—204, 210-211,
222, 244245, 250-255, 258—260
public happiness, 209—211, 215-216, 241-244,
257—260
public sphere, 67, 70, 74-75
vs. private sphere, 70—72, 104—106, 106062,
124-126
public spirit, 210-211, 257-260
pure concepts, definition of, 170n15

questions
political vs. social, 77—78, 195
political vs. technical, 73—74

representative government, 193—194, 258-260
representative thought, 99-102, 104-105
Kant on, 99, 105
Socratic thought and, 113-114
responsibility, 114-115, 207—208
revolution(s), 27, 77, 94, 98—99, 164, 211-213
as change of rules, 181-182
Cuban revolution, 27
definition of, 27, 211-213
distinguished from similar phenonomena,
211-213, 217
as fight for political freedom, 216-217
as founding of new form of government,
211-213, 217
genealogy of concepts of, 27
history of, 170-171
Hungarian Revolution, 27, 170-171
nonviolent, 170-172, 256-257
pathos of novelty in, 137, 217
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power and, 44—45, 170—-171
problem of authority and, 221-222
secularization and, 217-218
vicious circle of legitimation in, 221
violent, 170-171
rhetoric, 5758, 8485, 123-124, 262
rights, 235-236
belonging to human beings in the plural,
235-238
citizenship as the right to have, 236-238
human nature and, 166-167, 234235
natural, 193-194, 223-224, 234, 248-249
right to revolution, 247-251
Robespierre, Maximilien, 195, 224
Rome, Ancient
authority in, 149, 152—-156, 161, 222—223,
252-253
founding of, 152-154, 156, 187-188
as model for American revolutionaries, 253
religion in, 152-155
tradition in, 17
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 147-148, 178—180,
182-183
rule, 42—46, 49, 81, 126-127, 129, 263-265
concept taken from household, 124-126
excluded from political life, 68, 70, 72-73,
8283, 124126, 142—-143, 204—205,
209-210, 217
as “fundamental problem of political
philosophy,” 169-170
politics as matter of, 49, 150-151
rulership, 72, 81-82, 124-126, 129, 245-246
vs. citizenship, 68, 70
vs. leadership, 124-126
Ryan, Alan, 124n39

Schmitt, Carl, 3—4, 51, 78—80, 167
secular politics, 149, 217-218, 221-222
self-evident truths, 228-233
Arendt’s view of, 231232
Jefferson and, 228-234, 248—249, 251-252
Locke and, 228229
Plato and, 163, 228—229
self—government, 198-203, 211, 263—265
American colonists’ experience of, 198—211,
21§—220, 222, 239240, 256—260
arising out of practical considerations,
198-199, 202—203
freedom and, 208—210, 240241
self-sufficiency, ideal of, 184-186
Seneca, 143
singularities/singularity, 92-98, 103—104
of events, 96
judging, 89-92
of persons, 103—104
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slavery, 69, 142, 145, 147
in ancient Greece, §3—55
in the United States, 236-237
social and political equality, 77
social histories of the American Revolution, 195-196
Socrates, vii, 87, 91-92, 108—116, 129
as model of politically engaged thinker, 108—109
trial and death of, 116-117, 142n103, 150,
228-229
Socratic thought, 109-116
cognition and, 113115
deliberation and, 113-115
dialogue, 87, 108-109, 115-116
essences and, 110-113
judgment and, 113-115
vs. Platonic thought, 109n4, 109
relevance to political life, 115-116
representative thinking and, 113-114
sovereignty, 81-82, 140, 147-148, 219—220
citizenship and, 142
freedom and, 142-143, 147-148, 169,
182-186
illusion of, 183—184
law and, 159, 181-182
political power and, 82-83, 169
of the will, 182-183
“spirit of 1776,” 256-258
“spirit of the laws,” 163-164
Strauss, Leo, 123n38, 128n50, 129, 136n84
strength, 44—45, 82-83
power vs., 174

Taney, Roger, 236—237
technical questions, vs. political questions, 73—74
telos, 94—95, 130-136, 161-163, 166-167,
187-188
theory, 38, 88-89, 138, 197, 229-230
Arendt’s concept of, 38, 41
history and, 43—44
limits of, 197-198
nontheoretical discourse and, 40—42
nontheoretical thought and, 29-30, 38—42,
84, 197-198
phenomenology and, 39—41
scientistic conceptions of, 22—23
thinking, 7-8, 30-31
action and, 15-16, 2526, 84, 128-129, 265
essences and, 110-111
everyday speech and, 41
in examples, 91-92
experience of, 1415
in narrative, 92—99 (see also narratives)
remembrance and, 198, 260—262
representative (see representative thought)
tasks of, 14-16, 265
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thoughtlessness, 114-116
Thucydides, 102
Tocqueville, Alexis de, 196
totalitarianism, 98—99
as anti-political, 21-22, 24, 31-33, 176-177
as eluding terms of traditional political theory,
17-18
essence of, 20—22
Marxism and, 2123
“politicization” of everything within, 4
unprecedented nature of, 20
town meetings, 202, 208—211, 240—241, 255,
258—260
tradition(s), 7-8, 17—20
authority and, 152-155
Destruktion and, 34—36
tradition(s), internal differences in17n27
truth(s), 27, 84, 87—88, 93—94, 98, 123—124. See
also self-evident truths
as correspondence, 122-124
as illumination or aletheia, 98, 122-123
plurality of perspectives and, 104-106
tyranny, 59, 61, 81-82, 246-247
Oedipus and, 61
Peisistratos, 54—55, 173—174, 246—247
powerlessness generated by, 173-174
Thirty Tyrants and, 115

the universal, 130-132, 137-138
U.S. Constitution, 194-196, 258—260
exclusion of Black and Native Americans
from, 236-237
Founders’ failure to incorporate town
meetings in, 258—260
God not mentioned in, 224-225, 227
understanding of authority implicit in, 261,
264—265

violence, 44—45, 78, 82—83, 124-126, 175-176,
204—205
excluded from political life, 69—72, 76-77,
176-177
as extra-political condition of politics, 176
power and, 168, 170-172, 176-177
Virgil, 161, 187-188, 252-253
the Aeneid, 153—154
vita activa, 24—27, 40—41, 84, 108, 138—140,
210, 242
vita mntempkztz’m, 24—27, 40—41, 84, 108,
135-136, 138—141, 210, 242
Voltaire (Frangois-Marie Arouet), 167-168

will, 30-31, 140, 147-148, 169
freedom and, 147-148, 182-183
Wills, Garry, 238-239
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