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Terrorism has long been a major shaping force in the world. However,
the meanings of terrorism, as a word and as a set of actions, are intensely
contested. This volume explores how literature has dealt with terrorism
from the Renaissance to the present, inviting the reader to make
connections between older instances of terrorism and contemporary
ones, and illustrating how the various literary treatments of terrorism
draw on each other. The essays demonstrate that the debates around
terrorism only give the fictive imagination more room, and that fiction
has a great deal to offer in terms of both understanding terrorism and
our responses to it. Written by historians and literary critics, the essays
provide knowledge that is essential to the understanding of terrorism in
its full complexity. As befitting a global problem, this book brings
together a truly international group of scholars, with representatives
from the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, New Zealand,
Italy, Israel, and other countries.

PETER C. HERMAN is a professor of English Literature at San Diego
State University. His most recent publications are A Short History of
Early Modern England: British Literature in Context (2011), Royal
Poetrie: Monarchic Verse and the Political Imaginary of Early Modern
England (2010), The New Milton Criticism (2012), and Destabilizing
Milton: Paradise Lost and the Poetics of Incertitude (2005). His book,
Literature and Terrorism from the Gunpowder Plot to 9/11: Representing
the Unspeakable, is forthcoming in 2019.
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Cambridge Critical Concepts focuses on the important ideas animating
twentieth- and twenty-first-century literary studies. Each concept addressed in
the series has had a profound impact on literary studies, as well as on other
disciplines, and already has a substantial critical bibliography surrounding it.
This series captures the dynamic critical energies transmitted across twentieth-
and twenty-first-century literary landscapes: the concepts critics bring to
reading, interpretation and criticism. By addressing the origins, development
and application of these ideas, the books collate and clarify how these particular
concepts have developed, while also featuring fresh insights and establishing new
lines of enquiry.

Cambridge Critical Concepts shifts the focus from period- or genre-based literary
studies of key terms to the history and development of the terms themselves. Broad
and detailed contributions cumulatively identify and investigate the various
historical and cultural catalysts that made these critical concepts emerge as
established twenty-first-century landmarks in the discipline. The level will be
suitable for advanced undergraduates, graduates and specialists, as well as to
those teaching outside their own research areas, and will have cross-disciplinary
relevance for subjects such as history and philosophy.
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