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From its foundation in the fourth century to its fall to the Ottoman Turks in
the fifteenth, “Constantinople” not only identified a geographical location but
also summoned an idea. On the one hand there was the fact of Constantinople,
the city of brick and mortar that rose to preeminence as the capital of the
Roman Empire on a hilly peninsula jutting into the waters at the confluence of
the Sea of Marmora, the Golden Horn, and the Bosporos. On the other hand
there was the city of the imagination, the Constantinople that conjured a vision
of wealth and splendor unrivaled by any of the great medieval cities, east or
west. This Companion explores Constantinople from Late Antiquity until the
early modern period. Examining its urban infrastructure and the administrative,
social, religious, and cultural institutions that gave the city life, it also considers
visitors’ encounters with both its urban reality and its place in the imagination.

Sarah Bassett is Associate Professor in the Art History Department at Indiana
University and author of The Urban Image of Late Antique Constantinople
(Cambridge University Press, 2004). Her research interests include late antique
urbanism, collecting and display in the late antique world, and the historiog-
raphy of late antique and Byzantine art.
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21.2 The Kırkçeşme fountain, 1935 344

21.3 Intizami, Sūrnāme-i Humāyūn, (a) procession of cooks
with sugar figures at the Hippodrome and (b) detail
of the obelisk base, 1588 350

21.4 Pietr Coecke van Aelst, “Procession of Sultan Süleyman
through the Hippodrome,” part of the seven-part series
Ces Moeurs et fachons de faire de Turcz, c.1553 351

21.5 Sinan, Hagia Sophia, (a) mausoleum of Selim II plan
and (b) external view, Istanbul, 1574 353

List of Figures

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108498180
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49818-0 — The Cambridge Companion to Constantinople
Edited by Sarah Bassett
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

NOTES ON CONTR I BUTORS

Sarah Bassett is Associate Professor of Art History at Indiana University. She
has published on installations of public sculpture in Constantinople, the
materiality of late antique sculpture, and aesthetic issues in early Byzantine art.

Albrecht Berger is Professor of Byzantine Studies in the Department for
Cultural Studies and Studies of Antiquity at the Ludwig Maximilian University
in Munich. He is the author of numerous publications on the monuments and
topography of Constantinople, and editor of the Byzantinisches Zeitschrift.

Annemarie Weyl Carr is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Art
History at Southern Methodist University. She has published widely on
Byzantine icons and the art and architecture of medieval Cyprus, and is
currently working on a study of the afterlife of Byzantine icons, especially
those in Cyprus.

James Crow is Professor of Classical Archaeology at the University of
Edinburgh, where he teaches Roman and Byzantine Archaeology. He has
published widely on the Anastasian Wall and the water supply of
Constantinople. He is also interested in the application of archaeology to the
study of urban history in the early medieval period and historic landscape
studies especially in the Aegean and Anatolia.

Koray Durak is Associate Professor in the Department of History at Boğaziçi
University. His publications address Byzantine-Islamic relations, the economic
history of the middle Byzantine period, and Byzantine pharmacology. He is
currently at work on a book about trade in pharmacological commodities
between Byzantium and the Near East in the early middle ages.

Niels Gaul is A. G. Leventis Professor of Byzantine Studies at the University
of Edinburgh. His research focuses on education and the classical tradition,
social performances, and scholarly networks in Byzantine society. He is cur-
rently working on a monograph on the sociology of classicizing learning in the
Byzantine Empire.

Andreas Gkoutzioukostas is Associate Professor of Byzantine History and
Institutions in the Department of Ancient Greek and Roman, Byzantine and
Medieval History of the School of History and Archaeology at the Aristotle

xii

www.cambridge.org/9781108498180
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49818-0 — The Cambridge Companion to Constantinople
Edited by Sarah Bassett
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

University of Thessaloniki. His research addresses the institutional history of
the Byzantine Empire. He is particularly interested in the administrative
structures and officials of the Byzantine state, Byzantine seals and inscriptions,
the administration of justice, and the Byzantine prosopography.

Mark J. Johnson is Professor of Ancient and Medieval Art at Brigham Young
University. His work on late Roman and Byzantine art and architecture
includes publications on Roman imperial mausolea in late antiquity, the
Byzantine churches of Sardinia, and octagonal churches in the late antique
world. He has also published articles on the eleventh- and twelfth-century art
and architecture of Norman Italy.

Çiğdem Kafescioğlu is Professor in the Department of History at Boğaziçi
University. She writes on the urban, architectural, and visual culture of the
Ottoman world in the period between 1400 and 1700. Her interests include
spatiality and urban imagination, urban water, vernacular architecture and
residential patterns, and Mediterranean cartography.

Anthony Kaldellis is Professor of Classics at Ohio State University. He has
published many books and articles on aspects of Byzantine culture and history,
along with many translations of Byzantine texts.

Nike Koutrakou is an independent scholar and an external collaborator with
the Late Byzantine Hagiography Database Program of the Institute of
Historical Research at the Hellenic National Research Foundation, Athens.
Her scholarly interests include the history of ideas and mentalités, diplomatic
history, and foreign relations in history (in particular Byzantium and the Arabs),
strategic studies and war, women’s studies, and hagiography. She has written
on political, social, and military history with a focus on propaganda and
perception issues. Currently she is working on Byzantine North Africa.

Dirk Krausmüller studied Classics and Byzantine History at the universities
of Gießen and of Munich where he obtained a master’s degree, and at Queen’s
University of Belfast for his doctoral degree. He has been a temporary lecturer
at Queen’s University Belfast, Cardiff University, and Mardin Artuklu
University, and was a member of the ERC Project 9SALT at Vienna
University. Currently he is working for the Moving Byzantium project, also
based at Vienna University. His research interests are Byzantine monasticism
and Byzantine theology.

Paul Magdalino is Emeritus Professor of Byzantine History at the University
of St. Andrews and a fellow of the British Academy. His numerous publica-
tions address questions related to the society, culture, and economy of the
Byzantine world from the sixth to the thirteenth centuries. He has worked
especially on the city of Constantinople; the interface between magic, astrol-
ogy, and religion in the Byzantine world; and Byzantine religious and political
ideology.

Notes on Contributors

xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781108498180
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49818-0 — The Cambridge Companion to Constantinople
Edited by Sarah Bassett
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Vasileios Marinis is Associate Professor of Christian Art and Architecture at
Yale University. He has published on a variety of topics, ranging from early
Christian tunics decorated with New Testament scenes to medieval tombs,
graffiti, and visions of the Last Judgment. He has written two books, both
published by Cambridge University Press. His current research interests
include the textual construction of sacred space and the cult of the martyr
Euphemia in Byzantium.

Eric McGeer holds a PhD from the University of Montreal. He teaches in the
School for Continuing Studies at the University of Toronto and serves as
consultant for Byzantine sigillography at Dumbarton Oaks. His publications
include books on Byzantine military history and law, his most recent being
Byzantium in the Time of Troubles: The Continuation of the Chronicle of John
Skylitzes (Brill Press, 2020). He has also published on Canadian military history.

Timothy S. Miller is Professor of History at Salisbury University. His work
focuses on the history of medicine and philanthropic institutions in the
Byzantine Empire. His publications include monographs on the Byzantine
hospital and child welfare in Byzantium. He is the coauthor, with John
Nesbitt, of a study of leprosy in Byzantium and the medieval west.

Philipp Niewöhner is Privatdozent in the Department of Christian
Archaeology and Byzantine Art History at Georg August University of
Göttingen. He has worked and excavated at Istanbul and in Turkey for over
twenty years and edited a volume on the archaeology of Byzantine Anatolia.
His current research engages with the interior decoration of Byzantine
churches, including early Christian aniconism in Constantinople and Asia
Minor and a book on architectural sculpture and liturgical furnishings.

Marcus Rautman is Professor Emeritus of Art and Archaeology of Late
Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages in the Department of Ancient
Mediterranean Studies at the University of Missouri. A specialist in the material
culture of daily life in late Rome and early Byzantium, he has carried out a
survey and excavation at the village site of Kalavasos-Kopetra in Cyprus and has
worked for many years at Sardis in western Turkey.

Sean Roberts is Lecturer in the School of Art at the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville and past president of the Italian Art Society. A specialist in the arts of
Renaissance Europe, his research explores interactions between Italy and the
Islamic lands and the place of prints in the histories of art and technology.

Thomas Russell earned his doctorate at St. Hilda’s College, Oxford before
taking up a position as Lecturer of Classics and Ancient History at Balliol
College. He subsequently became a Classics school teacher, and is Head of
Classics at the Royal Grammar School Worcester. He is the author of
Byzantium and the Bosporus (Oxford University Press, 2017).

Notes on Contr ibutors

xiv

www.cambridge.org/9781108498180
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49818-0 — The Cambridge Companion to Constantinople
Edited by Sarah Bassett
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Raymond Van Dam is Professor Emeritus in the Department of History at
the University of Michigan. His publications include Rome and Constantinople:
Rewriting Roman History during Late Antiquity (Baylor University, 2010), as well
as books about late antique Gaul, late antique Cappadocia, and the emperor
Constantine.

Enrico Zanini is Full Professor of Methodology in archaeological research in
the Department of History and Cultural Heritage at the University of Siena.
He excavates at Vignale in Italy and at Gortyn on Crete. His publications
include work on technology in late antiquity and the fate of cities in the early
Byzantine period.

Notes on Contributors

xv

www.cambridge.org/9781108498180
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49818-0 — The Cambridge Companion to Constantinople
Edited by Sarah Bassett
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

No book comes about without the help of a variety of individuals and
institutions, and one of the great pleasures at the completion of any
long-term project comes from the opportunity to thank those who
contributed to its realization. This volume is no exception. The project
began its life at the suggestion of Beatrice Rehl at Cambridge University
Press. I thank Beatrice, not only for the opportunity to put this volume
together but also for her steady oversight, patience, and good humor as
she guided the project from its first stirrings to completion. Those
stirrings took place while I was a member of the School of Historical
Studies at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, during the
academic year 2015–16, and I thank the institute and the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation for support during that time. Further work was
completed at Williams College during the spring of 2017, where I was a
Visiting Croghan Bicentennial Professor in Biblical and Early Christian
Studies. My hosts in the Art History Department, Guy Hedreen and
Elizabeth McGowan, merit special thanks. No less important has been
the support of my home institution, Indiana University, and my col-
leagues in the Art History Department, most especially the chair, Diane
Reilly, for her endorsement of a sabbatical leave in the 2019–20 aca-
demic year that facilitated completion of the project. Amelia Berry and
Amy Welch provided logistical support, and I am grateful, as always, to
Brian Madigan. Finally, my thanks to the contributors without whose
work this book would be nothing. Together we offer our labors to the
memory of Ruth Macrides, whose untimely death in 2019 has been a
loss not only for scholarship but also to her friends and colleagues, many
of whom are contributors here. Although previous commitments pre-
vented her from contributing directly to the volume, her advice and

xvi

www.cambridge.org/9781108498180
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49818-0 — The Cambridge Companion to Constantinople
Edited by Sarah Bassett
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

counsel as the project was taking shape were invaluable. Moreover, as
references to her work throughout the volume make clear, her scholar-
ship has played no small part in shaping the understanding of things
Byzantine in general and Constantinopolitan in particular. With this in
mind, we dedicate the project to her.

xvii

Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781108498180
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49818-0 — The Cambridge Companion to Constantinople
Edited by Sarah Bassett
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ABBREV IAT IONS

AASS Acta Sanctorum, 71 vols. (Paris 1863–1940)
AB Analecta Bollandiana
ActaIRNov Acta ad archaeologiam et artium historiam pertinentia,

Institutum Romanum Norvegiae
AH Art History
AJA American Journal of Archaeology
AntTard Antiquité Tardive/Late Antiquity
AOL Archives de l’Orient latin, 2 vols. (Paris, 1881–4)
ΑρχΔ/
ArchD

Ἀρχαιολογικὸν δελτίον/Archaeologikon deltion

BCH Bulletin de correspondance héllenique
Belleten Belleten Türk tarıh kurumu
BMFD Byzantine Monastic Foundation Documents, 5 vols., ed. J.

Thomas, A. Constantinides, and G. Constable
(Washington, DC, 2002)

BMGS Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies
BollGrot Bollettino della Badia greca di Grottaferrata
BSl Byzantinaslavica
ByzF Byzantinische Forschung
BZ Byzantinische Zeitschrift
CAH Cambridge Ancient History
CahArch Cahiers Archéologique
CFHB Corpus fontium historiae byzantinae
CIC Corpus iuris civilis, ed. P. Krüger et al. (Berlin, 1928–9;

repr. 1993)
CIC CI Corpus iuris civilis, vol. 2, Codex Iustinianus, ed. P. Krüger

(Berlin, 1929; repr. 1993)
CIC Dig Corpus iuris civilis, vol. 1, pt. 2, Digesta, ed. T. Mommsen

and P. Krüger (Berlin, 1928; repr. 1993)
CIC Inst Corpus iuris civilis, vol. 1, pt. 1, Institutiones, ed. P. Krüger

(Berlin, 1928; repr. 1993)

xviii

www.cambridge.org/9781108498180
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49818-0 — The Cambridge Companion to Constantinople
Edited by Sarah Bassett
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

CIC Nov Corpus iuris civilis, vol. 3, Novellae, ed. F. Schoell and G.
Kroll (Berlin, 1928; repr. 1993)

ClMed Classica et mediaevalia
CMH The Cambridge Medieval History (Cambridge and New York,

1911–36) (note: vol. 4, revised 1966–7 in two parts; entire set
succeeded by NCMH)

CRAI Comptes rendues de l’Academie des Inscriptions et Belles-
Lettres

CTh Theodosiani libri XVI cum constitutionibus Sirmondianis et
leges novellae ad Theodosianum pertinentes, ed. T.
Mommsen and P. M. Meyer (Berlin, 1905). Translation,
C. Pharr, et. al. The Theodosian Code and Novels and the
Sirmondian Constitutions (Princeton, 1952)

DOP Dumbarton Oaks Papers
EHB Economic History of Byzantium, 3 vols., ed. A. E. Laiou

and C. Bouras (Washington, DC, 2002)
FM Fontes Minores
IstMitt Istanbuler Mitteilungen, Deutsches Archäologisches

Institut, Abteilung Istanbul
JbAC Jahrbuch für Antike und Christentum
JbBM Jahrbuch der Berliner Museen
JDAI Jahrbuch des Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts
JESHO Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient
JHS Journal of Hellenic Studies
JLA Journal of Late Antiquity
JMedHist Journal of Medieval History
JÖB Jahrbuch der Österreichischen Byzantinistik
JRA Journal of Roman Archaeology
JRS Journal of Roman Studies
JSAH Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians
JWarb Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes
MDAI Mitteilungen des Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts
MÉFRA Mélanges de l’École française de Rome, Antiquité
MünchJb Münchner Jahrbuch der bildenden Kunst
NachrGött Nachrichten von der Akademie [Gesellschaft] der

Wissenschaften zu Göttingen, Philologisch-historische Klasse
NCMH New Cambridge Medieval History, 7 vols. (Cambridge and

New York, 1995–2005)
ODB The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium, ed. A. Kazhdan et al.

(New York and Oxford, 1991)

List of Abbreviations

xix

www.cambridge.org/9781108498180
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-49818-0 — The Cambridge Companion to Constantinople
Edited by Sarah Bassett
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

OHBS The Oxford Handbook of Byzantine Studies, ed.
E. Jeffreys, J. Haldon, and R. Cormack (Oxford, 2008)

PG Patrologiae cursus completus, Series graeca, ed. J.-P.
Migne (Paris, 1857–66)

PLP Prosopographisches Lexikon der Palaiologenzeit, ed. E. Trapp
et al. (Vienna, 1976–)

PLRE The Prosopography of the Later Roman Empire, vol. 1, ed. A.
H. M. Jones, J. R. Martindale, and J. Morris
(Cambridge, 1971); vols. 2–3, ed. J. R. Martindale
(1980–92)

ProcBrAc Proceedings of the British Academy
RE Paulys Real-Encyclopädie der classischen

Altertumswissenschaft, new rev. ed. by G. Wissowa and W.
Kroll (Stuttgart, 1894–1978)

REArm Revue des études arméniennes
REB Révue des Etudes Byzantines
RendLinc Atti dell’Accademia nazionale dei Lincei, Rendiconti, Classe

di scienze morali, storiche e filologiche
RendPontAcc Atti della Pontificia accademia romana di archeologia,

Rendiconti
RH Révue Historique
RHC HOcc Recueils des historiens des Croisades, Historiens occidentaux

(Paris, 1844–95)
SBMünch Sitzungberichte der Bayerische Akademie der Wissenschaften,

Philosophisch historische Klasse
SBN Studi bizantini e neoellenici
SBS Studies in Byzantine Sigillography
SpBAN Spisanie na Bŭlgarskata akademiia na naukite
TM Travaux et Mémoires
VizVrem Vizantiiskii vremennik
ZPapEpig Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik
ZRIV Zbornik radova Vizantološkog instituta, Srpska akademija

nauka

List of Abbrev iat ions

xx

www.cambridge.org/9781108498180
www.cambridge.org

