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       INTERNATIONAL AND TRANSNATIONAL CRIME AND JUSTICE 

 International crime and justice is an emerging i eld that covers crime and justice from 
a global perspective. h is book introduces the nature of international and transnational 
crimes; theoretical foundations to understanding the relationship between social change 
and the waxing and waning of the crime opportunity structure; globalization; migration; 
culture conl icts and the emerging legal frameworks for their prevention and control. 
It presents the challenges involved in delivering justice and international cooperative 
ef orts to deter, detect, and respond to international and transnational crimes, and the 
need for international research and data resources to go beyond anecdote and impres-
sionistic accounts to testing and developing theories to build the discipline that bring 
tangible improvements to the peace, security, and well- being of the globalizing world. 
h is books is a timely analysis of the complex subject of international crime and justice 
for students, scholars, policy makers, and advocates who strive for the pursuit of justice 
for millions of victims. 

 Mangai Natarajan is a professor in the Department of Criminal Justice at John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice, h e City University of New York. She is an award- winning 
policy- oriented researcher who has published widely in international criminal justice. 
To date she has edited ten books, including a special issue on Crime in Developing 
Countries for  Crime Science Journal , and authored a monograph,  Women Policing in 
a Changing Society: Back Door to Equality  (2008). She is the founding director of the 
International Criminal Justice major at John Jay College.   
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    Preface     

     “h e structure of world peace cannot be the work of one man, or one party, or one nation… 

It cannot be a peace of large nations  –  or of small nations. It must be a peace which rests 

on the cooperative ef ort of the whole world .” Franklin Roosevelt, quoted by Barack Obama, 
44th President of the United States, in his Address to the UN General Assembly, September 
23, 2009  

  In furtherance of world peace, many educational institutions are now broadening their 
curricula to improve understanding of the global realities of the present- day world. Crime 
undeniably poses a serious threat to social order and tranquillity and it is certain that the 
rule of law, coupled with an ei  cient criminal justice system, is fundamental to social and 
economic progress. h is is true of every sovereign state. h e disciplines of criminology 
and criminal justice have a vital role to play in improving the understanding of crimes that 
threaten the peace and security of nations and in i nding the best way to deal with them. 

 h e rapid increase in globalization at the end of the twentieth century led criminologists 
to study “transnational crimes,” i.e., criminal acts that span national borders and that violate 
the laws of more than one country. h is resulted in the creation of a new i eld of study, “com-
parative criminology and criminal justice,” though it is also known by many other names, 
including international criminology and criminal justice, global criminology and criminal 
justice, supranational criminology, and cross- cultural criminology. Meanwhile, growing 
international awareness of the millions of victims of genocide, crimes against humanity, 
and war crimes in the late twentieth century, compelled the international community to 
pay attention to these “gravest crimes” that threaten the peace, security, and well- being of 
the world. h ese crimes were given formal recognition in the Rome Statute of 1998 (now 
signed by more than half the member states of the United Nations), which established the 
International Criminal Court to deal with them. 

 h e disaster of September 11, 2001, accelerated the need to study international crime 
and criminal justice, not just in the USA but all around the world. A new undergraduate 
major  –  International Criminal Justice (ICJ)  –  was established at John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice in 2001 and subsequently, in 2010, a companion master’s ICJ program was 
also started. Other universities and colleges are now beginning to of er similar programs 
at the undergraduate and graduate levels. h e programs will help to expand the bound-
aries of criminology and criminal justice and will open many new career opportunities for 
students of these i elds. 
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 As the founding director of John Jay’s undergraduate ICJ program, I soon realized that 
there was urgent need for a student text that would provide concise, up- to- date informa-
tion on the broad array of topics covered by international crime and justice. I was fortu-
nate in being able to persuade McGraw- Hill to custom publish in 2005 and subsequently, in 
2011, I was proud that Cambridge University Press agreed to publish a new edition, with an 
updated and expanded content, as a textbook for the national and international market. h at 
version of the book was produced with hard cover, paperback, and as an ebook. Apart from 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, the book has been adopted by many other universities 
in the USA as a source book and textbook for courses on international crime and justice. 

 h e unique feature of the Cambridge University Press 2011 edited volume is that it was 
designed to be l exible in terms of future editions, which will add more topics, research ideas, 
references, etc. It has become the primary source for anyone interested in learning about inter-
national criminal justice. h e book serves as a source of knowledge on this evolving i eld in 
criminology and criminal justice and is popular among students and others for its short, clear, 
and concise chapters, written by 77 authors, many of whom are world- renowned experts. 

 International crime and justice is an evolving i eld and there is a constant need to update 
the materials and the focus. Many universities around the world are introducing trans-
national crime and justice, and international criminal justice in their BA and MA programs. 
h is book is an enhanced edition, with the existing chapters of the Cambridge University 
Press 2011 edition and new chapters that are relevant to studying international and trans-
national crime and justice issues. It contains 84 chapters by 89 authors. 

 My role in developing international criminal justice programs, teaching the courses, and 
undertaking research –  presenting at international conferences and supervising dissertations 
and theses on ICJ topics at John Jay since 2000 –  has provided me with the extensive contacts 
needed in putting together this book. I hope it is more than a textbook. h e short chapters, 
specially written by many of the world experts in this new i eld, are intended to give students 
an understanding of the main concepts covered by each topic and to sensitize students to 
the complex nature of the problems. Given the enormous interest in this i eld, I coni dently 
expect new editions of the book in the future years. 

 My sincere thanks go to each and every one of the 89 authors for accepting my invitations 
to write the chapters. Because of their broad expertise, I had to twist the arms of some of 
them to write more than one chapter. Many of them not only wrote chapters but helped 
by reviewing the chapters of other authors. I also thank some other reviewers who are not 
authors, including Patricia Brantingham, John Braithwaite, Carlos Carcach, Richard Culp, 
James Finckenauer, Dinni Gorden, Dennis Kenney, Edward Kleemans, Dana Miller, Mahesh 
Nalla, Carlos Ponce, Sheetal Ranjan, Phil Reichel, Aiden Sidebottom, Janet Smith, Nick 
Tilley, and Cathy Widom, who reviewed the 2011 and the present edition. Without the help 
of all these friends and colleagues, this project would not have been possible. I am fortunate 
to have such a wonderful group of international experts as friends. It was a pleasure to work 
with them as well as a great learning experience. I also thank the anonymous reviewers of 
the book proposal, selected by Cambridge University Press, whose comments helped me to 
improve the book and gave me coni dence that I was on the right track. 

 I have been blessed by having many hard- working, talented, eager- to- learn students in 
the ICJ program. Some of them read the chapters, gave feedback, and helped to check and 
proofread the references. 
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 h ere is nothing like having the help of mentors in facing the challenges of an academic 
career. I  thank Professor Ronald V. Clarke, my mentor, or rather my guru(!), for teaching 
me to be rigorous and self- critical ever since my time at Rutgers. I am also grateful for many 
brainstorming sessions with him that helped shape this book. 

 I must acknowledge my special thanks to Professor Roger S. Clark, an optimistic human 
being and inspirational teacher, who has directed me over the years or so on the right path 
toward understanding international criminal law. 

 Encouragement can work wonders for one’s coni dence and I  thank Professor Graeme 
Newman, a founding scholar of global crime and justice, for his encouraging comments when 
I started thinking about a book on international crime and justice. I am grandly indebted to 
him for his unequivocal support in my international crime and justice career. 

 Two other people of great importance in my career in international criminal justice are 
Professors Gerhard Mueller and Freda Adler. In 2005, before his death, Professor Mueller 
paid me the honor of writing the foreword for the earlier, custom edition of this book, 
published by McGraw- Hill. 

 h ere are many other people who contributed to the development of the book. First, 
I would like to thank ex- Provost Basil Wilson, who conceived the idea of an ICJ major at John 
Jay and who asked me to run the program. h anks also to John Jay administrators for their 
constant and continued support and thanks to the colleagues in my department for their 
patience with this preoccupied colleague. My sincere thanks to the young scholars who teach 
and use the textbook at John Jay for constantly providing feedback in improving this edition. 

 My special thanks to Lauren Wilson, Rutgers University PhD candidate, for her assistance 
in compiling the manuscript; Lidia Vasquez, a JJ PhD candidate in assisting with reference 
checks; and the JJ’s Oi  ce of Advanced Research (OAR) for providing me a research assistant 
support to this book project. 

 One of my ICJ students, Ray Hilker, wrote to me (Tuesday, July 25, 2017), “I decided to 
purchase your book,  International Crime and Justice . When I last rented it, I had not read 
the preface, only the chapters for assignments. But today, I decided to read it from cover to 
cover. I’m not sure if you did, but for the future you should assign the preface as a part of the 
class reading requirement. Your words give purpose to what we study, and once again have 
reminded me of why I am here, and why I will continue to work to reach the same goals that 
you write of in your text.” I am indeed touched by students and their remarks about the book. 

 I would also like to thank Robert Dreesen, Senior Editor of Cambridge University Press, 
for his coni dence in me and enthusiasm about the book; Claire Sissen, Gail Welsh, and Dan 
Shutt for production assistance; and Jackie Grant for facilitating the production. 

 Finally, thanks to all my friends –  they knew who they are –  for constantly cheering me up 
whenever I have begun to droop under the burden of producing the book. Above all, thanks 
to Jithendranath Vaidyanathan, my best friend, for his unwavering commitment to my pro-
fessional success. 

 Ever since I  entered the world of criminology, my passion and ambition has been to 
understand victimization and to help prevent it. I therefore dedicate this book to the victims 
of international and transnational crimes, in the hope it might help in the future to reduce 
the terrible harms that they suf er.   
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prevention.  

   Martin Gottschalk  is Chair of the Departments of Criminal Justice and Sociology at the 
University of North Dakota. In addition to his primary research interest in evolution and the 
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of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice ,  Criminal Justice Policy Review , and  Critical 
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   Adam Graycar  has worked at senior levels of government and has also been the director of 
the Australian Institute of Criminology, Dean of the School of Criminal Justice at Rutgers 
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fessor at Flinders University.  

   Rob Guerette  is Associate Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice at Florida 
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   Pieter Hartel  is Professor of Cyber Security at Delt  University of Technology. He also holds 
part- time professorial positions at the University of Twente and at Singapore University of 
Technology and Design. He has 25 years of research and teaching experience in Cyber Security 
in the Netherlands, the UK, the USA, Malaysia, and Singapore. His research interests include 
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institutions in Canada. He is currently Senior Lecturer in Criminology at the University of 
Derby and has previously taught at Cardif  University and the University of Ottawa.  

   Gregory J. Howard  is Associate Professor of Sociology at Western Michigan University where 
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and mobilities.  His research investigates mobilities involving horses and drones to under-
stand the relationship between power, surveillance, and the movement of people, goods, and 
ideas.  He has contributed research on comparative criminology to the  International Journal 

of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice  and edited books by Carolina Academic Press, 
Routledge, McGraw Hill, HEUNI, NIJ, and Oxford University Press.  He earned a B.A. in 
Social Ecology from the University of California at Irvine and an M.A. and Ph.D. in criminal 
justice from the State University of New York at Albany.  

   Andrea Hughes  is Research Associate at John Jay College of Criminal Justice, focusing on 
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   Emily Hurren  is Lecturer in the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice at Grii  th 
University, and an adjunct member of the Grii  th Criminology Institute. She conducts 
research on child maltreatment and is particularly interested in the links between child mal-
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from various government departments, particularly including the child protection and youth 
justice systems in Queensland (Australia). Her work is guided by the developmental and life- 
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   Douglas Irvin- Erickson  is Assistant Professor, Director of the Genocide Prevention Program, 
and Fellow of Peacemaking Practice at the School for Conl ict Analysis and Resolution, 
George Mason University. He is the author of a recent book,  Raphael Lemkin and the Concept 

of Genocide  (2016), and is currently writing a book based on his genocide prevention work in 
the African Great Lakes region and in Southeast Asia.  

   Matti Joutsen  received the degree of Doctor of Laws (J.S.D.[hab.]) at the University of 
Helsinki. Currently, he is Special Advisor at the h ailand Institute of Justice. Previously, he 
served as Director of the European Institute for Crime Prevention and Control, ai  liated 
with the United Nations (HEUNI). In Finland, he has also served as a court judge and as the 
Director of International Af airs at the Ministry of Justice. Dr Joutsen has been an active par-
ticipant in the work of the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice program for 
over 40 years. He served as interregional adviser for the UN on crime prevention and crim-
inal justice and was a key negotiator on the UN Convention against Transnational Organized 
Crime, and in the review process for the UN Convention against Corruption.  

   Helen Kapstein  is Associate Professor in the English Department at John Jay College, City 
University of New York. She earned her PhD in English and Comparative Literature from 
Columbia University. A postcolonial scholar, her areas of interest include South African lit-
erature and culture, cultural and media studies, and tourism and museum studies. Her book 
 Postcolonial Nations, Islands, and Tourism: Reading Real and Imagined Spaces  was published in 
2017. Her work has appeared in  Postcolonial Text ,  English Studies in Canada , and  Safundi: h e 

Journal of South African and American Studies , among other venues.  

   Maria Kiriakova  is Assistant Professor and Associate Librarian for Technical Services at John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice. She has contributed articles to various reference books in the 
area of criminal justice, such as the  Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment  (2002) and the 
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   Antigona Kukaj , an ICJ graduate of John Jay College, holds a Master’s in Human Rights Studies 
(with a focus on genocide studies and transitional justice) from the Columbia University 
Graduate School of Arts & Sciences. She has participated in many United Nations activ-
ities relating to the International Criminal Court and the work of international courts and 
tribunals. She is currently pursuing her legal studies at the Mississippi College School of Law.  

   Justin Kurland  is Senior Lecturer in Security and Crime Science at the University of Waikato 
and received his Bachelor’s from Rutgers University, his Master’s from Boston University, and 
his PhD from University College London (UCL). He is interested in the spatiotemporal ana-
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   h eodore Leggett  has been researching crime for the United Nations Oi  ce on Drugs and 
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Africa, i rst at the School of Development Studies at the University of Natal in Durban, and 
then at the Institute for Security Studies in Pretoria. Most recently, he was responsible for 
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   A. M. Lemieux  studied Biochemistry and Molecular Biophysics at the University of Arizona 
(BS 2005, MS 2006). He subsequently earned a Master’s (2008) and PhD (2010) in Criminal 
Justice from Rutgers University. His doctoral research examined the risk of violent victimiza-
tion Americans are exposed to in dif erent activities and places. Since 2010, he has worked at 
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of wildlife crime within protected areas with a specialization in understanding and planning 
ranger patrols.  
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     Introduction    

    Mangai   Natarajan     

  Criminology   seeks to explain the nature, extent, causes, and consequences of crime, while the 
discipline of criminal justice   deals with society’s response to crime –  how this is conceived, 
organized, administered, delivered, and evaluated. For most of their histories, these discip-
lines have focused on lower- class of enders committing “street” crimes that impact local 
neighborhoods and cities. h ey have paid relatively little attention to corporate or white- 
collar crimes and they have paid even less attention to studying the cross- cultural context of 
crime and the dif erent national responses to crime. 

 In the past two decades, scholars have broken out of this mold and have begun to extend 
the boundaries of criminology   and criminal justice  . Specii cally, they began to study crime 
patterns and evolving criminal justice practices in other parts of the world, using their 
own countries as a benchmark comparison. h eir pioneering work resulted in “compara-
tive criminology  ” and “comparative criminal justice  ” becoming established sub- i elds of 
the broader disciplines (Mannheim,  1965 ; Mueller & Wise,  1965 ,  1975 ; Clinard & Abbott, 
 1973 ; Chang,  1976 ; Newman,  1976 ; Shelley,  1981a ,  1981b ; Terrill,  1982 ; Adler,  1983 ; Johnson, 
 1983 ; Bayley, 1990). One of the facts exposed by this body of work, increasingly recognized 
by the United Nations   and the World Bank  , is that the rule of law   is not simply the result 
of economic and social progress; rather, it is a necessary condition for this progress to be 
achieved. 

 h e acceleration in globalization     that began in the 1990s has made clear that criminologists 
must take one step further than that made in comparative criminology   (Fairchild,  1993 ; 
Adler,  1996 ; Yacoubain,  1998 , Reichel,  1999 ). h ey must study not just the crimes and crim-
inal justice systems   of other countries, but also “transnational” crimes that span two or more 
countries. h ese crimes include cybercrimes  , international money laundering  , and various 
forms of trai  cking (in drugs, humans, stolen antiquities, and endangered wildlife), which 
result from the huge expansion of world trade, the vast increase in migration, the inter-
nationalization of currency markets, and the explosions of international travel and electronic 
communications. While these consequences of globalization have been lauded by economists 
and others, criminologists, lawyers, and crime policy oi  cials must now grapple with one of 
globalization’s downsides –  the opportunities it has created, together with the explosion of 
new technologies, for “transnational” crimes to emerge or be transformed into more serious 
forms (Newman,  1999 ). 
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 No sooner had criminologists and criminal justice scholars wakened to this reality than 
developments in international relations   and international law   drew their attention to yet 
another large and important class of crimes that they had neglected, so- called international 
crimes   (Yacoubain,  2000 ). h ese are crimes such as genocide and mass killings that occur 
within the boundaries of a sovereign state, but which are so horrii c in their scale and 
consequences that they demand an international response. Some criminologists and criminal 
justice scholars (notably Hagan & Rymond- Richmond,  2009 ) have recently begun to conduct 
research on these crimes and it is becoming evident that a whole new i eld of study –  inter-
national crime and justice   –  is being created. h is i eld includes comparative criminology 
and criminal justice, and its subject matter is transnational crimes  , international crimes, and 
the international responses to these crimes. 

 As will become apparent from this book, this new i eld departs in many important respects 
from traditional criminology and criminal justice. As discussed below, the international 
dimension of the i eld requires input from an even wider range of disciplines than those 
involved in criminology and criminal justice. Another important change is that moving the 
focus, i rst, from local crimes to transnational crimes, and then to international crimes, results 
in victims becoming increasingly more important. At the local level, the focus is mostly on 
of enders –  explaining their crimes, apprehending them, and treating them. Relatively little 
attention is paid to the needs of victims for restitution, compensation, and protection. At 
the international level this relationship is reversed. h ere is considerably more concern with 
the harm to victims, and with restitution and compensation. h is is because transnational   
and international crimes   ot en involve multiple victims who suf er egregious harms and who 
have little recourse to justice. h e victims are very visible, whereas the of enders are ot en 
dii  cult to identify, and even more dii  cult to apprehend. h us, the implication for scholars 
is that victimology  , the Cinderella of traditional criminology (Fattah,  1991 ), becomes much 
more important in international crime and justice  . 

 Recognition of the increasing importance of transnational and international crimes led 
to the establishment of a undergraduate and graduate programs major in International 
Criminal Justice (Natarajan,  2002 ,  2008 ). h is book is intended to serve the needs of the 
students in these programs for concise, up- to- date information on the broad array of topics 
covered by international crime and justice. Later sections of this introductory chapter detail 
the reasons for studying international criminal justice, lay out the elements of the interdis-
ciplinary approach to the subject, and provide a brief description of the three parts of the 
book. h e next two sections, however, provide more information about transnational and 
international crime. 

  DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN TRANSNATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CRIMES 

 Bassiouni ( 1986 ) provides a distinction between international criminal law   enforceable by 
international criminal tribunals   and crimes of international concern that are enforceable 
by national systems though they are also codii ed in international conventions  . In line with 
Boister’s ( 2003 ) four- fold distinction between international criminal law and transnational 
criminal law  ,  Table I.1  highlights the main dif erences between transnational and inter-
national crimes.    
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 Distinguishing between transnational and international crime serves two important 
purposes:  1) it encourages the international community to focus its resources on the 
gravest crimes that threaten the peace and well- being of the world; 2) it encourages crim-
inal justice resources and priorities including law enforcement to narrow their focus on the 
cross- national border crimes that af ect specii c countries’ or regions’ safety and security. 
For example, if cocaine trai  cking   happens between and within countries in the American 
region, these countries can collaborate and cooperate in developing extradition treaties   and 
providing mutual legal assistance   in controlling and preventing the trai  cking in the region. 
h is approach does not require Asian countries to become involved in the problems of the 
Americas; they can reserve their resources for the international or global causes. On the 
other hand, for example, in the case of genocide, a core international crime, the international 
communities or global response would help render and restore justice to the victims and 
assist in reconstructing the af ected countries. 

 While transnational crimes   can be dealt with by the cooperation of international agencies 
that focus on cross- national issues and border activities, including the United Nations 
Oi  ce of Drug Control (UNODC)  , the International Police Organization (INTERPOL)  , the 
European Union’s Police Organization (EUROPOL)  , the Association of South-East Asian 
Nations Chiefs of Police (ASEANOPOL)  , and the World Customs Organization   (WCO), to 
deal with international crimes  ad hoc , or permanent institutions such as the International 
Criminal Court  , international criminal tribunals   that are beyond the sovereignty agreed 
upon by majority of countries of the world are essential. 

 Twenty- i rst- century crimes that span national borders, violating the laws of more than 
one country, are on the increase in volume and in numbers. h e number of countries that 
are af ected is also on the increase. Globalization   has not only accelerated the commission of 
the crimes but also is involving countries that had not previously participated in the trans-
national crime business or activities. 

 Crimes such as honor- based violence   and its variants are also increasing and spreading 
across countries af ecting specii c immigrant communities. Such crimes, which were once 
very much local and cultural, were not previously of interest worldwide. Crimes such as 
gender- based violence   and child abuse   are universal and ubiquitous, which is of concern to 

  Table I.1.      Distinctive features of transnational and international crimes    

 Transnational Crimes  International Crimes 

 1.  Have direct impact on the countries that are 

affected. 

 2.  Have jurisdictional and legal impact. 

 3.  Have no limitations to certain jurisdictions; can 

spread across countries. 

 4.  Have local crime groups organizing the activities 

through local and international networks or 

vice versa. 

 5.  Not all international crimes are transnational in 

nature. 

 1.  Have direct and indirect impact on the world peace 

and security. 

 2.  Have universal applicability. 

 3.  Have domestic feature limiting the jurisdiction. 

 4.  Have local governments and their agencies, social 

institutions including race, ethnicity, religion, caste, 

executing mass atrocities in their sovereign nations. 

 5.  All transnational crimes are of international concern. 
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the international community, requiring domestic laws   to take care of the crimes under their 
sovereignty   context.  

  TRANSNATIONAL CRIMES 

 h e Fourth United Nations Survey of Crime Trends and Operations of Criminal Justice 
Systems   (1994) dei ned transnational crime   as of enses whose inception, prevention, and/ 
or direct or indirect ef ects involves more than one country (Williams & Vlassis  2001 ). h is 
was a follow- up of the Fit h United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Of enders  , which coined the term “transnational crime.” Gerhard Mueller 
(Mueller & Wise,  2001 ) argues that ‘‘the term ‘transnational crime  ’   did not have a juridical 
meaning then, and it does not have one now. It is a criminological term, under which may 
be lumped what is variously and dif erently dei ned in the penal codes of states, but with 
the common attribute of transcending the jurisdiction   of any given state. We also observed 
then that, almost invariably, transnational criminality   is organized criminality, although it is 
entirely imaginable that a single person can engage in transnational crime” (p. 13). 

 According to McDonald ( 1997 ), an of ense is of transnational nature if: 

     1.     it is committed in more than one state  
     2.     it is committed in one state but a substantial part of its preparation, planning, direc-

tion, or control takes place in another state  
     3.     it is committed in one state but involves an organized criminal group   that engages in 

criminal activities in more than one state  
     4.     it is committed in one state but has substantial ef ects in another state    

 h is indeed rel ects General Assembly Resolution 55/ 25 of November 15, 2000, United 
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, Article 3, section 2. Examples 
of transnational crimes   include illegal immi  gration, sea piracy, airliner bombings, and 
various forms of international trai  cking, which include trai  cking in drugs, in stolen cars, 
in i rearms, in antiquities and cultural objects, in endangered species, in human body parts, 
and in women for the sex trade. 

 Because transnational crimes span the borders of two or more countries, they require 
action by the specii c countries where the laws have been violated. It is the need for cooper-
ation between states, equally interested in protecting their legal values, which makes them 
willing to assist each other to prevent or prosecute such crimes. Reciprocity   is therefore a 
guiding principle (Trit  erer,  2006 ), but some cases where such reciprocity is absent require 
the attention of an international body, in particular the United Nations  . An important 
example is the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103   over Lockerbie, Scotland in 1988, which killed 
all 259 people on board and eleven people in the village of Lockerbie. h ough the aircrat  was 
American- owned and many of the victims were US citizens, the airliner was brought down 
over Scotland. h is meant that the case fell squarely under the jurisdiction of Scottish law  . 
Because of the lack of extradition treaties, the Libyan leader Moammar El- Gadhai  refused to 
hand over the Libyan citizens suspected of the crime. h is conl ict was resolved by the United 
Nations  ’ request to the government of Libya to comply by ensuring the appearance in the 
Netherlands of the two accused for the trial, as well as making available in the Netherlands 
any witnesses or evidence that might be requested by the court (for details, see Security 
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Council Resolution 1192 (1998) on the Lockerbie case). h e Libyan leader eventually agreed 
to the trial being held in a neutral country, i.e., the Netherlands, though under Scottish law.  

  INTERNATIONAL CRIMES 

 h e Rome Statute   dei nes international crimes     as the gravest crimes that threaten the peace, 
security, and well- being of the world and are of concern to the international community. h is 
covers the “core crimes” of genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and the crime 
of aggression   (for details, see UN document PCNICC/ 2000/ INF/ 3/ Add.2, on Elements of 
Crime). h e Preamble to the Rome Statute states   in paragraph 6 that “it is the duty of every 
State to exercise its criminal jurisdiction over those responsible for international crimes.” 
While there may be general agreement that the “core crimes” specii ed in the Statute are 
indeed “international crimes,” there are many other crimes that in some circumstances might 
also qualify for this designation. Murphy ( 1999 ) has argued that international crimes are 
dei ned in a two- stage process. h ey are initially dei ned as crimes in a particular convention 
or agreement between two or more states. h e primary focus of such agreements is the pros-
ecution and punishment of individuals who perpetrate the crimes in question. Subsequently, 
at er the agreement has been ratii ed by a large number of states and generally accepted 
even by states who do not become parties to the agreements, the crimes they cover may be 
regarded as crimes under customary international law  . h ese crimes can be tried by coun-
tries that recognize them, or they can be tried by international criminal courts. 

 h ere is no authoritative listing of the acts that qualify, or might qualify, as international 
crimes, but a survey of conventions that criminalize certain acts produced the list of 24 such 
acts in  Table I.2 . h ese acts are categorized under the interests the conventions are designed 
to protect. h e particular circumstances and conditions that might qualify them as inter-
national crimes, thus putting them under international jurisdiction  , remain unclear. At i rst 
sight, many of the crimes would not be punishable under international law because they 
seem not to pose a threat to values inherent to the international community as a whole, in 
particular “the peace, security and wellbeing of the world,” which includes the sovereignty 
and independence of each individual state. However, clearer specii cation and description of 
the crimes might reveal that in certain circumstances they do indeed constitute a threat to 
the integrity of the international community. h e fact that such vital issues remain unclear 
rel ects the immaturity of the i eld and the delayed recognition of its importance.     

  WHY STUDY INTERNATIONAL CRIME AND JUSTICE  ? 

 Students sometimes ask me why, as Americans, they should concern themselves with issues 
such as female genital mutilation   and female infanticide   that occur in distant lands. h ey ask, 
do we not have enough problems of our own to deal with and why should we interfere in the 
cultural practices of other countries? I try to explain that criminal justice scholars should be 
concerned with victimization   and violations of human rights, not just in their own countries, 
but wherever they occur in the world. In many countries women are sorely oppressed and are 
subjected to inhumane treatment. h ough the authorities in these countries might recognize 
the problems and develop measures to combat them, the problems tend to be accepted by 
local people and the measures have little or no impact. Again, one might question how the 
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involvement of foreigners could help with these local problems, but there are some success 
stories of such intervention. For example, local reformers were only successful in putting 
an end to “sati,” a cultural practice in India that required wives to immolate themselves 
on their husbands’ funeral pyres, when they obtained the backing of the British colonial 
administration. More might be achieved, however, by raising international awareness about 
such problems through the United Nations and other international bodies, in the hope that 
coordinated international pressure can work to minimize the harms inl icted. 

 In the wake of the World Trade Center disaster  , the general point is now easier to make 
that individual countries cannot on their own, without international help, successfully 
tackle some crimes. Perhaps the clearest example of this relates to the various bi- lateral 
and international agreements now in place to deal with terrorism  . In fact, there are many 
good reasons to study international crime and justice. Twenty such reasons are identii ed 
below. 

      1.     International crimes   cause harm to hundreds and thousands of innocent people in 
all parts of the world. It is important to understand the magnitude and extent of this 
suf ering.  

     2.     International crimes   are major human rights violations. We must study these violations 
in order to develop international law and appropriate institutions of justice to prevent 
and respond to these violations.  

     3.     Victims of state crimes   (government crimes against citizens) are not fully protected 
by international law  . It is important to i nd ways of extending this protection through 
international treaties and agreements.  

     4.     Dif ering views are held around the world as to what are appropriate or desirable ways 
to process of enders in the criminal justice system  . We must examine these dif erences 

  Table I.2.      Twenty- four “international crimes  ”  

  A. Protection of Peace    D.  Protection against Terror- Violence (cont.)  

 1. Aggression  14. Taking of civilian hostages 

  B.  Humanitarian Protection During Armed 

Confl icts  

 15. Attacks upon commercial vessels 

 2. War crimes   E.  Protection of Social Interests  

 3. Unlawful use of weapons  16. Drug offenses 

 4. Mercenarism  17. International trafi c in obscene publications 

  C.  Fundamental Human Rights    F.  Protection of cultural interests  

 5. Genocide  18. Destruction and/ or theft of national treasures 

 6. Crimes against humanity   G.  Protection of the environment  

 7. Apartheid  19. Environmental protection 

 8. Slavery and related crimes  20. Theft of nuclear materials 

 9. Torture   H. Protection of Communications  

 10. Unlawful human experimentation  22. Interference with submarine cables 

  D.  Protection against Terror- Violence    I. Protection of Economic Interests  

 11. Piracy  23. Falsii cation and counterfeiting 

 12. Aircraft hijacking and sabotage of aircrafts  24. Bribery of foreign public ofi cials 

 13. Force against internationally protected persons 

   Source : Paust et al. ( 2000 ); Murphy ( 1999 )  
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from a comparative perspective to form some consensus in developing regulatory 
mechanisms  .  

     5.     It is important to understand the role of international relations   in providing lawful 
resolution to atrocities committed around the world.  

     6.     h e perpetrators of international crimes   are political i gures who frequently escape 
the justice systems of their own countries and obtain sanctuary in other countries. We 
must try to uncover the political motivations   of countries providing asylum to these 
criminals as a basis for developing more ef ective extradition treaties  .  

     7.     It is important to understand the historical and cultural backgrounds of crimes against 
humanity  , such as slavery and apartheid, so as to i nd ways to eliminate the roots of 
these forms of discrimination.  

     8.     Some international crimes are dii  cult to prosecute due to both political constraints 
involving state sovereignty   issues and to the lack of resources of international 
institutions   such as the United Nations. We must i nd ways around these problems so 
that an ef ective international justice system   can be developed. It is also important to 
i nd ways to improve the ef ectiveness of regional forces such as “Eurojust  .”  

     9.     h e establishment of the International Criminal Court   (ICC) is a major step in inter-
national criminal justice  . We must i nd ways to improve the functioning of the court 
and to make it a force for world peace and justice  .  

     10.     Truth Commissions   are a most encouraging development in the i eld of international 
criminal justice. It is important to understand how these commissions came to be 
established in order to improve their ef ectiveness in investigating the victimization of 
indigenous peoples   and in rebuilding states.  

     11.     In many parts of the world, women and children   are subjected to many forms of vio-
lence. h ey are doubly victimized during times of armed conl ict. It is important 
to i nd ways to improve the social status of women and children, as well as ways to 
develop international guarantees to preserve and protect their rights.  

     12.     Globalization   has resulted in the massive migration   of people from one part of the 
world to another in search of better prospects. Local criminal groups ot en victimize 
innocent individuals in the process of migration. It is important to i nd ways of redu-
cing the risks of victimization of migrants  .  

     13.     Many local crimes such as car thet  span national borders. It is important to under-
stand the factors that contribute to local crimes (including cultural, social, political, 
economic, and environmental conditions  ), so that ef ective situational controls   can be 
implemented.  

     14.     h e proliferation of organized crime networks  , with their extensive resources and 
sophisticated operations, is a serious threat to world security  . We must study the 
operations of these organized crime networks and learn how they exploit a broad 
range of criminal opportunities  .  

     15.     Law enforcement   strategies vary between and among nations. In order to reach some 
common ground for ef ective interdiction of international trai  ckers  , it is important 
to develop international cooperative policing ef orts. It is also important to learn how 
existing resources such as INTERPOL   and EUROPOL   can be made more ef ective.  

     16.     International i nancial centers   have opened doors for many organized criminal 
and terrorist groups   to conceal their illegal proceeds. We must learn how to tighten 
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international banking safeguards   so as to reduce opportunities for money laundering   
by these groups.  

     17.     Transnational criminal activities   af ect all parts of the world, but the literature suggests 
that they most ot en originate in developing countries  . It is important to understand 
the impact on crime of global economic development   if developing countries are to be 
helped to combat transnational crimes  .  

     18.     Terrorism   of ers a serious threat to world peace and security. It is important to under-
stand the political, social, economic, and cultural contexts in which terrorists operate 
if we are to develop ef ective measures to combat terrorism.  

     19.     Technology   has been a powerful force in bringing the world together. By the same 
token, it has opened new opportunities to commit crimes through the Internet.   
Traditional criminological explanations do not adequately explain such crimes, which 
seem little related to deprivation. We need a program of interdisciplinary research   to 
learn how to design out these crimes from the Internet/ cyberspace  .  

     20.     h e mission of criminology   and criminal justice   has been to train people to assist in 
dealing with local crime problems. Expanding their mission to train people who are 
interested in making a career in international criminal justice   will enrich both disciplines.    

  INTERNATIONAL CRIME AND JUSTICE: A COMPREHENSIVE 

INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH 

 Criminology   and criminal justice   are both interdisciplinary   in nature. h ey draw upon many 
other disciplines in developing theories about crime, criminality, and the criminal justice 
process   (including the apprehension, punishment, and treatment of of enders). h ese discip-
lines include economics, law, human geography, sociology, psychology, corrections, public 
administration, police science, and social work (see  Figure I.1 ). An even wider range of dis-
ciplines must be invoked, however, in the service of understanding and dealing with trans-
national and international crimes. Victimology has already been mentioned in this context, 
but there are also important contributions to be made by international criminal law and 
human rights, international relations, political science  , information technology, conserva-
tion and marine science  , and global studies   (see  Figure I.1 ). Transnational and international 
crimes are local in origin, but their international reach ratchets up their level of complexity 
and changes their character in fundamental ways. h us, once- simple frauds have now been 
transformed by globalization and advances in technology into massive Ponzi and pyramid 
schemes   af ecting many thousands of individuals across the world. And the dii  culties of 
identifying of enders, arresting them, and bringing them to justice are multiplied many times 
when those of enders are engaged in international and transnational crimes. h is increased 
complexity, requiring the contributions of scholars from many disciplines, poses daunting 
but exciting challenges to those studying international crime and justice.     

  ABOUT THE BOOK 

 As discussed above, there are many important reasons for studying international crime and 
justice  , but until now there has been no single book of ering a broad coverage of the many 
topics in this new i eld. h is book is an attempt to meet this need. It provides an introduction 
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to the nature of international and transnational crimes and to the emerging legal frameworks   
for their prevention and control. Emphasis is placed on global aspects of the work of dif erent 
criminal justice agencies and on international structures that have been created for crime 
prevention, punishment, and control. 

 h e compact and informative chapters make the book suitable for both graduate and 
undergraduate courses. In many cases, because of the depth and breadth of the book’s 
coverage, it could serve as the main text. In other cases, it might be more suitably used as a 
supplementary text. Courses that would most likely make use of the book as a course text 
include: Introduction to International Criminal Justice, Comparative Criminology  / Criminal 
Justice, International Criminology/ Global Criminology  , International Perspectives on Crime 
and Justice, and Global Crime and Justice  . 

 h is book is arranged in three parts covering the subject matter of international crime 
and justice, including the topics on transnational and international core crimes   and 
research. 

Crime and justice

International crime

and justice

Transnational crimes

International crimes

International

/transnational justice

Anthropology; sociology;

psychology; economics;

biology; history;

geography; public health

Law; police science;

corrections; social work;

public administration;

political science

International human rights;

International criminal law;

International relations;

International affairs;

Information technology; 

Global studies;

Marine conservation &  

Environmental science;

Business management 

Criminology Criminal justice

Victimology

Comparative crime 

and justice

 Figure I.1.      International crime and justice: subject matter and contributory disciplines.  

  Source : Author 
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  Part I :  Transnational Crime contains four subsections including an overview of trans-
national crimes; transnational organized crime groups  ; factors that facilitate transnational 
crimes: and the development of transnational justice  . 

   Part Ia :  Varieties of Transnational Crimes includes 26 chapters on transnational 
trai  cking crimes:  drug trai  cking   ( Chapter  1 ); trai  cking of human beings   
( Chapter 2 ); trai  cking of children   ( Chapter 3 ); migrant smuggling ( Chapter 4 ); inter-
national trai  cking of stolen vehicles   ( Chapter 5 ); transnational i rearms trai  cking   
( Chapter  6 ); trai  cking in art, antiquities, and cultural heritage   ( Chapter  7 ); the 
illegal cigarette trade   ( Chapter 8 ); and wildlife trai  cking   ( Chapter 9 ). Further in this 
section transnational crimes with more general global implications are discussed. 
h ese include:  cybercrime   ( Chapter  10 ); crime and online anonymous markets 
( Chapter 11 ); cryptocurrencies   and money laundering   ( Chapter 12 ); money laundering 
( Chapter 13 ); international fraud   ( Chapter 14 ); ransom kidnapping   ( Chapter 15 ); child 
pornography   ( Chapter 16 ). Other crimes of international concern are also covered, 
including: transnational environmental crime   ( Chapter 17 ); one of the world’s worst 
industrial disasters due to multinational corporate criminal negligence   at Bhopal, 
India   ( Chapter  18 ); maritime crimes   ( Chapter  19 ); maritime piracy   ( Chapter  20 ); 
poaching   of terrestrial animals and plants ( Chapter  21 ); illegal commercial i shing   
( Chapter 22 ); corruption   ( Chapter 23 ); tourist and visitor crimes   ( Chapter 24 ) –  which 
are very much local in character but have international repercussions. h e section also 
covers crimes that have global impact with features of transnational crimes, including 
terrorism  , with a review of practical ways to prevent terrorism ( Chapter 25 ), and pol-
itical assassinations   ( Chapter 26 ).  

   Part Ib : Transnational Organized Crime opens   with a discussion of the important reasons 
for studying transnational organized crime     ( Chapter  27 ) and its patterns and trends 
( Chapter 28 ); transnational organized crime networks   ( Chapter 29 ); Italian organized 
crime ( Chapter 30 ); extortion ( Chapter 31 ); Russian organized crime ( Chapter 32 ); and 
the rise of Balkan organized crime ( Chapter 33 ). While the previous chapters deal with 
organized crime groups, specii c chapters follow on some of the world’s major organized 
crime groups, including those in Asia ( Chapter 34 ) and drug cartels ( Chapter 35 ). While 
there are various notions about the relationship between terrorists and organized crime 
groups  , the chapter on the “nexus” between organized crime and terrorism   ( Chapter 36 ) 
provides an interesting perspective for further research.  

   Part Ic : Factors that Facilitate Transnational Crimes covers basic explanations of inter-
national and transnational crime, including the globalization   of crime ( Chapter  37 ); 
routine activities   and transnational crime ( Chapter  38 ); political aspects of violence 
( Chapter 39 ); migration  , crime, and victimization   ( Chapter 40 ); and culture   and crime 
( Chapter 41 ).  

   Part Id : Transnational Justice   provides the legal framework for understanding variations in 
legal systems   of the world ( Chapter 42 ); punishment philosophies   and practices around 
the world ( Chapter  43 ); prisons around the world ( Chapter  44 ); and world policing 
models   ( Chapter  45 ). It also provides an account of law enforcement activities and 
the development of regional police cooperation and cooperation   among the judiciary 
directed against international and transnational crime, including cross- border policing   
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( Chapter 46 ); cybercrime laws and investigations ( Chapter 47 ); the European Union 
and judicial cooperation in criminal matters ( Chapter  48 ); extradition   and mutual 
legal assistance   ( Chapter 49 ); international cooperation to combat money laundering 
( Chapter 50 ); and the role of major intergovernmental organizations   and international 
agencies in combating transnational crime ( Chapter 51 ). h e section ends by discussing 
the major approaches to crime prevention   that have been adopted around the world 
( Chapter 52 ).   

 Part II :  International Crimes   consists of three sections and provides detailed research 
accounts of the core international crimes   of genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, 
and the crime of aggression, as well as some other international crimes. 

   Part IIa :  Core International Crimes introduces the three core international crimes as 
dei ned by the Rome Statute  , 1998 ( Chapter 53 ). It also provides an account of historical 
dimensions of genocide ( Chapter 54 ) and includes further chapters on understanding 
culture and conl ict   in preventing genocide ( Chapter 55 ); war crimes   ( Chapter 56 ); and 
Apartheid   ( Chapter 57 ). Finally, in the context of the ICC, the section presents the latest 
discussion on crimes of aggression ( Chapter 58 ) when committed by a state’s leaders, as 
well as discussing crimes of the powerful   ( Chapter 59 ).  

   Part IIb : International Crime and Justice for Women and Children   provides an account of 
women and international criminal justice ( Chapter 60 ); domestic violence   ( Chapter 61 ); 
honor- based violence   ( Chapter 62 ); child maltreatment   ( Chapter 63 ); and children and 
international criminal justice   ( Chapter 64 ).  

   Part IIc :  International Justice focuses on major developments in international crim-
inal justice, including the role of the United Nations   in preserving security and peace 
worldwide ( Chapter  65 ) and a discussion of treaties   and international criminal law   
( Chapter 66 ).  Chapter 67  focuses on the newly introduced International Criminal Court   
(ICC) and describes its functioning; h e ICC and the Darfur Investigation: Progress 
and Challenges ( Chapter 68 ) explains how serious international crimes are investigated 
and how the ICC processes the cases  ;  Chapter 69  discusses the attention paid by the 
ICC to victims’ rights and the workings of major international criminal tribunals   and 
international hybrid courts   established in response to specii c international crimes, 
including Nuremberg  , Tokyo  , Rwanda  , Yugoslavia  , and Sierra Leone   ( Chapter  70 ). 
Further,  Chapters  71 ,  72 ,  73 , and  74  describe the development of Human Rights 
Commissions   and the Truth Commissions   in South Africa and Guatemala and dis-
cuss the role of NGOs in international criminal justice  . Finally,  Chapter 75  discusses 
the need for restorative justice   for transitional settings   that are heading toward 
transformation.   

 Part III : International and Transnational Crime Research  . Measuring the nature and extent 
of transnational and international crime is a prerequisite for the scientii c discipline of inter-
national criminology  .  Chapters  76 –   81  review the main sources of crime and delinquency  , 
victimization data   that exist at national and international levels, and the role of qualitative 
methodology   in studying the evolving nature of international and transnational crimes. 

 Further, this section describes information resources for international crime and justice. 
 Chapter  82  describes the world criminal justice library network   and  Chapters  83  and  84  
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provide specii c instructions for i nding ICJ- related information from journals, databases  , 
the Internet, and the mass media, and the role of Grey Literature   in criminal justice research  .  

  CONCLUSION 

 h is short introduction has described the scope and coverage of the book. It has explained 
what is meant by transnational and international crimes and it has drawn attention to the 
rapid emergence of international crime and justice as an important new sub- i eld of crimin-
ology and criminal justice. In particular, it has explained how some pioneering criminologists 
and criminal justice scholars have responded to the growing realization of the threats to 
world order posed by international terrorism and transnational organized crime, scourges 
that have been enabled and facilitated by the acceleration of globalization. It has explained 
how this new i eld of study encompasses and enhances previous comparative research and 
why it demands the contribution of scholars from a wide range of disciplines. 

 It would be remiss, however, if this introduction closed without exhorting more scholars 
to follow the example of the pioneers who have expanded their horizons and broadened 
their focus beyond crimes occurring at the neighborhood and city levels. While these crimes 
continue to demand attention, the personal and i nancial harms they cause to their victims 
pale into insignii cance compared with the gross violations of human rights, the suf ering of 
millions, and the vast numbers of violent deaths resulting from international crimes brought 
daily to our attention in our comfortable homes by newspapers, television, and the Internet. 
As scholars, we can no longer ignore these crimes, but must i nd ways to use our disciplinary 
knowledge and skills in helping to prevent and control them. h e chapters in this book point 
the way and provide a sure foundation for our future ef orts.   
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