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Policymakers, advocates and scholars have long concentrated on the
importance of equal access to primary and secondary education as
a foundation for a democratic and just society. Despite the growing
importance of higher and specialist education in an increasingly
technological and skill-focused global market, tertiary education has
attracted much less attention. And yet universities and colleges are
epicentres of egregious disparities in access, which impinge on tradi-
tionally marginalised communities, such as racial minorities,
migrants, indigenous populations and people with disabilities. By
drawing attention to this issue and assembling first-rate material
from scholars and policymakers across the globe, this book performs
an invaluable service for those interested in understanding and fight-
ing a highly significant violation of educational opportunity and
social justice.
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worked intensively as a Roma activist in local and international organi-
sations focusing on Central Eastern Europe. Her work focuses on over-
coming barriers of Roma in education in regard to institutional racism,
social exclusion and equity in accessing the mainstream school without
segregation, bullying/discrimination and low quality of education.
Tanja’s area of interest is how inclusive education, equity and social
inclusion play a key role in reducing poverty and in overcoming the
socio-cultural-economic obstacles in developing settings such as Roma
community or any other community faced with profound poverty.

richard kazis is a non-resident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution
Metropolitan Policy Program and a senior consultant to MDRC, an
organisation that partners with US organisations and foundations on
education and workforce development reform. He was previously
Senior Vice President of Jobs for the Future, where he led the organisa-
tion’s research and advocacy agenda. He has written widely on commu-
nity College student success, low-wage worker advancement, and College
and career readiness. A graduate of Harvard College and MIT, Kazis has
also taught at an alternative high school, helped organise fast-foodworkers
and built labour-environmental jobs’ coalitions. Kazis currently serves as
Board Chair of The Institute for College Access and Success.

orla kelly is a doctoral candidate and teaching fellow in the
Department of Sociology, Boston College. She is also a research fellow
at the FXBCenter for Health andHuman Rights at Harvard University.
Between 2010 and 2015, Kelly worked as a research associate at the FXB
Center. In this role, she was involved in a number of projects relating to
the determinants of educational attainment among disadvantaged
groups in North India. Based on these projects, she co-authored several
publications on gender and educational exclusion. Kelly’s research
interests include comparative education, gender and development, and
sustainability. Her current research project is a macro-level investigation
into the relationship between national educational attainment rates,
well-being and environmental stress. She holds an LLM in international

xviii Notes on Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108496889
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49688-9 — A Better Future
Edited by Jacqueline Bhabha , Wenona Giles , Faraaz Mahomed 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

human rights law from NUI Galway and an MSc in international
business from University College Dublin.

wangui kimari recently received a PhD in anthropology from York
University in Toronto and is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the
African Centre for Cities (ACC) at the University of Cape Town. She
is currently working on an ethnography that elucidates the layered
socio-ecological strategies, survivals and memories of residents in
Mathare, a ‘slum’ in Nairobi. Her work draws attention to how an
increasingly militarised urban governance (re)produces what she calls
‘ecologies of exclusion’. She was also a teaching assistant and instructor
for the Borderless Higher Education for Refugees (BHER) project in the
Dadaab camps in Kenya between 2014 and 2018.

aditi krishna is a social epidemiologist with experience in global health
and international development, working in the areas of education,
maternal and child health, nutrition, child development, family plan-
ning, reproductive and sexual health, and water, sanitation and hygiene
(WASH). She is the Director of Research at Iris Group, a woman-
owned consulting firm specialising in social inclusion in international
development. Aditi has conducted research on the impacts of gender-
transformative interventions on adolescent health and maternal and
child health, as well as on the effects of menstrual hygiene management
on women’s economic empowerment. She supports the WASH portfo-
lio through her work on two USAID-funded projects. Prior to working
at the Iris Group, Aditi conducted primary research on women’s educa-
tion and adolescent reproductive and sexual health services and used
complex statistical methods to analyse data from large, secondary data-
sets. Her work has been published in leading peer-reviewed journals
(International Journal of Epidemiology and American Journal of Clinical
Nutrition, among others) and presented at academic conferences
(Stockholm World Water Week 2019, UNC Water and Health
Conference 2017 and 2019). Aditi earned a Doctor of Science (ScD) in
Social and Behavioural Sciences from theHarvard T. H. Chan School of
Public Health, a Master of Science in Public Health (MSPH) in Health
Policy and Management from the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill and a BA from Carleton College.

frans lelie is a Fellow at the Department of Sociology at the Vrije
Universiteit in Amsterdam. A social worker by training, she worked with
women and their families with a migration background. In the last

Notes on Contributors xix

www.cambridge.org/9781108496889
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49688-9 — A Better Future
Edited by Jacqueline Bhabha , Wenona Giles , Faraaz Mahomed 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

fifteen years she has worked on the topic of education of the children of
immigrants in two major international projects: TIES (The Integration
of the European Second generation) and ELITES, Pathways to Success.
She produced five short movies looking at role models belonging to
the second generation, telling about their pathways to success in
Belgium, France, Germany and the Netherlands: www.elitesproject.eu
/educational-kit. Currently, she is the project manager for the ERC-
advanced grant project BAM on people of native descent in majority-
minority cities in Europe. She is also a matchmaker for Takecarebnb,
pairing people who obtained refugee status but are still waiting in the
asylum seeker centres for a house with local families.

faraaz mahomed, ma, drph, is Clinical Psychologist and a visiting
research fellow at the Center for Applied Legal Studies at the
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. He received
a Doctor of Public Health Degree from the Harvard T. H. Chan
School of Public Health focusing on mental health and human
rights. In addition, he received an MA in clinical psychology from
the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa,
and an MA in international policy from the Middlebury Institute of
International Studies in Monterey, California, as a Fulbright
Scholar. In addition to his position at the University of the
Witwatersrand, he is a research associate at the FXB Center for
Health and Human Rights at Harvard University and the Harvard
Law School Project on Disability. Currently, he works with the
Public Health Program of the Open Society Foundations on mental
health and rights. He has been a research consultant to the UN
Special Rapporteur on the Right of Everyone to the Highest
Attainable Standard of Physical and Mental Health, assisting with
the drafting of the report on the right to mental health of people on
the move. He previously held the positions of Senior Researcher for
Equality at the South African Human Rights Commission and
Clinical Psychologist in community health settings in
Johannesburg and Cape Town, South Africa.

gabriele marconi works in the OECD Directorate for Education and
Skills, where he has been involved in drafting and developing the
statistical framework for several projects and reports, including the
OECD Benchmarking Higher Education Systems Performance report.
He has a PhD in education economics from Maastricht University and
has worked for the Center for European Policy Studies and Empower

xx Notes on Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108496889
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49688-9 — A Better Future
Edited by Jacqueline Bhabha , Wenona Giles , Faraaz Mahomed 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

European Universities before joining the OECD. His main research
topics are education policies and statistics, unemployment and eco-
nomic growth.

margareta matache is a Roma rights activist from Romania, Director
of the Roma Program at FXB Center for Health and Human Rights at
Harvard University and also a Harvard instructor. In 2012, she was
awarded a Hauser fellowship at Harvard FXB and founded the Roma
Program. She co-edited Realizing Roma Rights (University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2017) with Jacqueline Bhabha and Andrzej Mirga.
The volume investigates anti-Roma racism and documents a growing
Roma-led political movement engaged in building a more inclusive and
just Europe. From 2005 to 2012, Matache was the executive director of
Romani CRISS, a leading NGO that defends and promotes the rights of
Roma.

melvin e. monette-barajas was raised on the Spirit Lake Reservation
in North Dakota and is an enrolled member of the Turtle Mountain
Band of Chippewa Indians. He attended the University of North
Dakota (UND), where he earned a BS in (elementary) education.
While pursuing his master’s in educational leadership, he served as
a student affairs officer for UND’s American Indian Student Services.
Melvin completed his master’s while working for the Minnesota
Department of Education, Office of Indian Education. He then
returned to campus-based work at the University of Minnesota School
of Public Health. Melvin later took a job at the American Indian
Graduate Center in Albuquerque, NM. In 2016, he founded
Indigenous Education, Inc. – Home of the Cobell Scholarship –

where he is President and Chief Executive Officer.

prem kumar rajaram is Professor of Sociology and Social
Anthropology at Central European University. He is also Head of the
university’s Open Learning Initiative (OLIve), which ran education
programmes for refugees and asylum seekers in Hungary until the
government’s anti-migrant laws in the summer of 2018 forced the
university to stop these programmes. Prem is also Project Leader of
the Refugee Education Initiatives (REIs), an Erasmus+ Social Inclusion
programme that runs refugee education projects in Austria, Greece,
Germany, the United Kingdom and Hungary. REIs also advocates for
change in European policies to foster access to higher education for
refugees and for inclusive university environments and pedagogic
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practices. Prem’s research interests are in capitalism, colonialism, migra-
tion and their intersections.

matthew s. smith, esq., has supported cutting-edge disability rights
advocacy in the United States, Bangladesh and Latin America for over
a decade. He coordinates the Supported Decision-Making New York
project for the City University of New York’s Hunter College on
alternatives to guardianship for New Yorkers with intellectual disabil-
ities. As Research Associate with the Harvard Law School Project on
Disability, Smith studies the transfer of rights for special education
students, advises self-advocacy organisations on guardianship reform
and researches Mexico’s mental health system. He also manages
a USAID-funded disability rights advocacy project in Bangladesh for
Blue Law International, LLP. He has authored amicus briefs in domestic
and international cases and has published in journals (ABA Journal of
Labor & Employment Law, Nordic Journal of Human Rights) and books
(Derechos Humanos: Retos y Perspectivas, Oxford University Press, 2012).
He received his Juris Doctor from American University and his bachelor
of arts from Harvard University.

crain soudien is the Chief Executive Officer of the Human Sciences
Research Council and formerly Deputy Vice Chancellor at the
University of Cape Town, where he remains an Emeritus Professor of
Education and African Studies. His publications include three books,
four edited collections and over 200 articles, reviews, reports and book
chapters, including a 2017 publication entitled Nelson Mandela:
Comparative Perspectives of his Significance for Education. He was edu-
cated at the University of Cape Town and UNISA, South Africa, and
holds a PhD from the State University of New York at Buffalo. He is the
Chairperson of the Independent Examinations Board, the former
Chairperson of the District Six Museum Foundation and a former
President of the World Council of Comparative Education Societies.
He had been the chair of the Ministerial Committee on Transformation
in Higher Education and of the Ministerial Committee to evaluate
textbooks for discrimination.

corinne squire is Professor of Social Sciences and Co-Director, Centre
for Narrative Research, University of East London. Her research inter-
ests are in refugee and asylum-seeker education, HIV and citizenship,
subjectivities and popular culture, and narrative theory and methods.
Publications include Voices from the ‘Jungle’ (Africa et al.; ed., with
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Godin, Hensen, Lounasma and Zaman, Pluto, 2017), Living with HIV
and ART: Three-letter lives (Palgrave, 2013), What is narrative research?
(with Davis, Esin, Andrews, Harrison, Hyden and Hyden, Bloomsbury,
2014) and Stories changing lives (ed., Oxford University Press,
forthcoming).

michael ashley stein is the co-founder and Executive Director of the
Harvard Law School Project on Disability and Visiting Professor at
Harvard Law School. Considered one of the world’s leading experts on
disability law and policy, Dr Stein participated in the drafting of the UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; works with
disabled peoples’ organisations and non-governmental organisations
around the world; actively consults with governments on their disability
laws and policies; advises a number of UN bodies and national human
rights institutions; and has brought landmark disability rights litigation
globally. Professor Stein holds an Extraordinary Professorship at the
University of Pretoria’s Centre for Human Rights, is a visiting professor
at the Free University of Amsterdam and teaches at the Harvard
Kennedy School of Government. He earned a JD from Harvard Law
School and a PhD from Cambridge University.

lisa unangst is a doctoral candidate at Boston College’s Center for
International Higher Education (CIHE). Her research interests include
access to higher education for migrant and refugee populations in
Germany and the United States, international alumni affairs and quanti-
tative textual analysis. Lisa worked previously in higher education at
Harvard University, Cal State East Bay and the California Institute of
Technology. She earned amaster’s degree in international education policy
from the Harvard Graduate School of Education and a bachelor’s degree
from Smith College in American studies. Lisa was also the recipient of
a DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service) postgraduate fellowship
from 2003 to 2004. Her work has been included in the Journal of Higher
Education Policy and Management and European Higher Education Area:
The Impact of Past and Future Policies (Springer, 2018).

paloma e. villegas is Assistant Professor in the Department of
Sociology at California State University, San Bernardino. She works at
the intersection of migrant illegalisation, race, class and gender, focusing
on schooling, employment, policing, surveillance, artistic expressions
and affect. Her work is situated in relation to Mexico, the United States
and Canada.
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tahir zaman is currently Deputy Director of the Sussex Centre for
Migration Research (SCMR) at the School of Global Studies,
University of Sussex. He was awarded a PhD in Refugee Studies from
the University of East London in 2013. His work explored the social and
cultural life-worlds of Iraqi refugees in Damascus, where he undertook
fieldwork in 2010 and 2011, and was published by PalgraveMacmillan in
2016 under the title of Islamic traditions of refuge in the crises of Iraq and
Syria. Tahir has since worked extensively with a leading peace-building
and conflict transformation NGO on considering the role of Syrian
Diaspora actors in responding to mass displacement and contributing
towards peace-building. His current research interest focuses on the
intersections of displacement, humanitarianism and social economy.
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