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World War One

World War I and its aftermath witnessed a global revolution. This was 

reflected in the revolutionary war aims of most of the belligerents, the 

technological revolution that made the war so deadly, the revolutionary 

sentiment that grew among ordinary combatants, and the revolution-

ary pressures that led to the collapse of the Romanov, Habsburg, and 

Ottoman empires. In this revised edition of World War One, Lawrence 

Sondhaus synthesizes the latest scholarship on the war and incorporates 

insights from the vast body of work published during the war’s cente-

nary. He charts the political, economic, social, and cultural history of 

the war at home and on the front lines as well as the war’s origins, end-

ing and transformative effects on societal norms and attitudes, gender 

and labor relations, and international trade and finance. The accessible 

narrative is supported by chronologies, personal accounts, guides to key 

controversies and debates, and numerous maps and photographs.

Lawrence Sondhaus is Gerald and Marjorie Morgan Professor of 

European History at the University of Indianapolis. His publications 

include German Submarine Warfare in World War I (2017), The Great 

War at Sea (2014), Strategic Culture and Ways of War (2006), Naval 

Warfare, 1815–1914 (2001), and Franz Conrad von Hötzendorf: Architect 

of the Apocalypse (2000).
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The goal of this book is to provide a global history of World War I, useful to general 

readers as well as to students of history. The thoroughly revised second edition aims 

to satisfy all readers seeking an up-to-date synthesis of the latest work on the subject. 

Revolution provides the unifying theme, including coverage of the revolutionary war 

aims of most of the combatants, the technological revolution that made the war so 

deadly for those in uniform, the revolutionary sentiment that grew among ordinary 

combatants (manifested most dramatically in wartime mutinies), and the revolution-

ary pressures that led to the collapse of the Romanov, Habsburg, and Ottoman empires. 

Beyond the military, political, and diplomatic realm, the book addresses the war’s 

transformative effects on societal norms and attitudes, gender relations, and labor rela-

tions, especially in the urban areas of Europe and America, and on international trade 

and finance, with the rise of the United States to replace Britain as the center of the 

global economy.

Among general histories of World War I, this book is distinctive in the man-

ner in which it reflects my insights into the Habsburg Empire and the relationship 

between Germany and Austria-Hungary. The alliance of the Central Powers not only 

made possible the start of the war, but also shaped its course and outcome more than 

most historians (especially those writing in the English language) have recognized or 

acknowledged. Most Anglophone historians of World War I have completely misunder-

stood Austria-Hungary and the dynamic between the Central Powers and, as a con-

sequence, have to some extent misunderstood the war. Among the competing works, 

even those marketed as “global” still reflect either a strong emphasis on the Western 

front or a greater depth of understanding of the Western front when compared to the 

other theaters of the conflict (the Eastern, Italian, and Balkan fronts, and the action 

at sea or beyond Europe). I have endeavored to produce a superior summary account 

especially of these other theaters as well as the naval war.

With an eye toward making the book as useful as possible to its intended audiences, 

I have included features that are linked to, but can stand apart from, the main nar-

rative of the text. More than fifty “boxes” provide excerpts of primary documents or 

voices of individuals, the latter including the broadest possible representation of roles, 

ranks, classes, and genders, as well as of combatant countries and theaters of action. 

Six  chapters include “Perspectives” boxes providing examples of scholarly debate on 

Preface
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prefacexvi

the war’s most controversial aspects. Each of the fifteen chapters includes a timeline 

and captioned illustrations, and ends with a list of suggestions for further reading. 

The number of chapters allows roughly one chapter per week for a course offered 

in a semester format. The relatively short chapters, further subdivided, should allow 

instructors great flexibility in assigning readings that match up with their lectures or 

class topics. Finally, ten topical essays offered in online format shed further light on the 

human experience in areas such as life in the trenches or aboard a submarine, as well 

as the learning curve of strategists and tacticians in their use of artillery, air power, and 

tanks, and the development of combined arms approaches. Such features, supplement-

ing an engaging narrative, should make this book appealing to general readers as well.
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