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The campaign of Sennacherib against Judah is one of the most
widely researched subjects in Biblical Studies and Ancient Near
East, and one that also poses scholarly challenges. Allusion to the
event is found in Isaiah, Kings, and Chronicles, but there is no
correlation between the Assyrian and Biblical descriptions of the
same event. Dan’el Kahn offers a text-critical analysis of these
Biblical passages that allude to the military events. Detecting
repetitions, breaks in the narrative, contradictions and inconsist-
encies in the texts, he traces and reconstructs different and discrete
sources. Kahn demonstrates that the Biblical passages are based on
earlier sources that were later edited and revised by a third hand.
Based on historical events that are found in non-Biblical texts, he
also offers new dates for the sources. He claims that the narrative
was written for the book of Isaiah, arguing that it predates the
version found in Kings.

Dan’el Kahn teaches in the Department of Biblical Studies at the
University of Haifa, Israel.
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6.5 Rāb-�saqê’s Speech to the People on the Wall

(Isa 36:14–20): Source BI 133
6.6 Delivering the Message to Hezekiah and Isaiah

(Isa 36:22–37:4) 133
6.7 Delivering the Message to Isaiah Again (Isa 37:5) 133
6.8 Isaiah’s Response: A Reassuring Prophecy (Isa 37:6–7) 134
6.9 The Fulfillment of the Prophecy (Isa 37:9, 36–38) 139
6.10 Conclusion 148

7 The Historical Background of Source BII
(683–671 BCE) 150
7.0 Introduction 150
7.1 The Murder of Sennacherib 150
7.2 The Resumption of Kushite Military Activity

in the Levant during Taharqa’s Reign 152
7.3 The Assyrian Defeat in Egypt in 673 BCE 157
7.4 Assyrian Political Reaction to the Defeat in Egypt

in 673 BCE 161
7.5 Reaction in the Levant to Assyria’s Defeat according

to Assyrian Sources 165
7.6 The Assyrian Conquest of Egypt 166
7.7 Conclusion 167

8 The BIII Strand 169
8.0 Introduction 169
8.1 The Religious Reform (Isa 36:7) 169
8.2 The Response of the Judean Delegation (Isa 36:11):

A BIII Interpolation? 172
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PREFACE

I have been studying Sennacherib's campaign against Judah for
many years. I first encountered it as a first-year student at the
Hebrew University. The Biblical and Assyrian texts were taught
extensively in the departments of History of the Jewish Peoples,
Biblical Studies, Archaeology, and Ancient Near Eastern Studies.
I then taught the Biblical text for many years.
Initially, I accepted the scholarly consensus that the Sennacherib-

Hezekiah narrative was first composed for 2 Kings and was later
inserted into the Book of Isaiah. During the writing of the book,
I cited the verses according to the narrative in 2 Kings 18–19. Only
when I reached the final chapters of the book did I realize that the
Hezekiah–Sennacherib narrative was first integrated into the book of
Isaiah and only then copied into the book of Kings.
At first, I also accepted the division of the narrative in Kings into

Source A (2 Kings 18:13–16), and Sources B1 (2 Kings 18:17–19:9a,
36–37) and B2 (2 Kings 19:9b–21a, 35 with later insertions in 21b–
31, 32–34) as delineated by Stade, Childs and others. When teaching,
I concentrated on Sennacherib's inscriptions, Sources A and B1.
I never had the time in class to delve into the compositional problems
of Source B2.
In 2012, I went on sabbatical. My initial intent was to write a

monograph about texts in the book of Isaiah, which, based on the
historical reality in the texts, may have been edited during the
seventh century, mainly during the reign of Manasseh. However, in
order to include the Sennacherib-Hezekiah narrative, I had to iden-
tify the alleged source, and date it correctly, and deal with the
question of the parallel accounts in 2 Kings 18–19 and Isaiah 36–37.
The appearance of הקהרת Tirhaka (Kushite Taharqa) as king of

Kush, even though he ascended the throne 11 years after Sennacher-
ib's campaign to Judah, and the mentioning of Sennacherib's murder
in 681 BCE made it clear that the narrative must have been written

xix
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(or at least updated) after these events. How long after the events?
The key to this is the mentioning of Taharqa in the text. He would
not be identified as a savior against the Assyrians after he was
crushed by the Assyrian forces and Egypt was conquered by them
in 667 BCE. Taharqa's memory was erased by the new 26th Dynasty
in Egypt, and could not be regarded as a possible savior by the
Judeans after his crushing defeat.
I realized that, in order to deal with the editorial layer of the

Sennacherib-Hezekiah narrative, I would need to identify the exact
boundaries of the layer and the verses that belonged to it.
I started to mark the many repetitions; numerous breaks in the

narrative and contradictions in the text.
This was the time to analyze the long neglected by me Source B2.

The date of composition of Source B2 was debated. The articles of
Naʼaman (2003) and Baruchi-Unna (2015) clarified the historical
background of Source B2 (basically the list of conquered kingdoms
and cities in 2 Kings 19:12–13/Isaiah 37:12–13) during the Neo-
Babylonian Empire.
The earliest historical period reflected in the Hezekiah-

Sennacherib narrative was Isaiah 36:18–19, which mentioned a list
of conquered kingdoms that were subjugated in the days of Sargon II
(720 BCE).
I started to write the book in 2012 following the premature death

of Jonathan, my youngest son. It will be published in mid-2020. So
why did it take so long to publish the manuscript? I began writing
just months after the passing of my youngest son, Jonathan z"l at the
age of eight years, on holocaust remembrance day. The writing was
therapeutic, and helped me to return to normal life. I received the
reviews of the lectors during early 2014. I planned to work on the
comments during the summer vacation. Afterwards, my middle son
Gilead z"l was diagnosed with cancer. Two years he battled with
cancer until he passed on March 1, 2018, during the feast of Purim.
Only then could I return to the comments of the lectors and finish
writing the book.
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