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CARIBBEAN LITERATURE IN TRANSITION,
–

Volume 

The years between the s and s are pivotal in the development of
Caribbean literature, as they produced the founding canonical literary
texts of the anglophone Caribbean. This volume features essays by major
scholars as well as emerging voices revisiting important moments from
that era to open up new perspectives. Caribbean contributions to the
Harlem Renaissance, to the Windrush generation publishing in England
after World War II, and to the regional reverberations of the Cuban
Revolution all feature prominently in this story. At the same time, we
uncover lesser-known stories of writers publishing in regional newspapers
and journals, of pioneeringwomenwriters, and of exchanges withCanada
and the African continent. From major writers like Derek Walcott, V. S.
Naipaul, George Lamming, and Jean Rhys to recently recuperated figures
like Eric Walrond, Una Marson, Sylvia Wynter, and Ismith Khan, this
volume sets a course for the future study of Caribbean literature.

  is Professor of English at Bucknell University. His
most recent book, American Imperialism’s Undead: The Occupation of
Haiti and the Rise of Caribbean Anticolonialism (), won the
Caribbean Studies Association’s  Gordon K. and Sibyl Lewis
Award for best book about the Caribbean. He is author of Caribbean
Literature and the Public Sphere (), editor of Bourdieu and
Postcolonial Studies (), co-editor of Haiti and the Americas
(), and co-author of The Latino/a Canon and the Emergence of
Post-Sixties Literature (). He serves on the editorial advisory board
of the Journal of West Indian Literature.

  is Professor of Caribbean Literature at Howard
University. Her academic publications include From Nation to Diaspora:
Samuel Selvon, George Lamming and the Cultural Performance of Gender
(), which won the University of the West Indies prize for Best
Research Book. Her numerous published essays address diverse issues
in Caribbean literature, theory, and cultural history. She serves on the
editorial advisory board of the Journal of West Indian Literature and
Anthurium. As a creative writer, she has authored several books, including
A Tall History of Sugar (). Her short fiction has appeared in anthol-
ogies and literary and academic journals.
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General Editor
Alison Donnell, University of East Anglia

Caribbean Literature in Transition ambitiously redefines received ideas of this
region’s literary traditions to present a significantly expanded terrain for critical
intervention. By extending the chronology back to , before either the
Caribbean or Literature had been imagined in their present currencies, challeng-
ing narrow definitions of literary production, and reaching across linguistic
divides, the critical interventions that comprise this series deliver a substantially
new framework for future study and research. Boldly inclusive, Caribbean
Literature in Transition attends to transformations in genre, language, form, and
platform as well as to the intricate creative intersections between oral, performa-
tive and literary cultures, the intensity of cultural encounters and exchanges that
have forged creolized sensibilities, and the complex patterning of local and global
diasporas that have remained central to Caribbean experience and have continued
to shape the production and reception of its writings. The essays collected here
explore how Caribbean literary history is marked by returning creative and critical
preoccupations, as well as overlapping local and global connections inscribed by
thick histories of oppression and resistance. The series importantly refreshes
understandings of this history for the twenty-first century by drawing on the
invigorating theoretical insights of black Atlantic studies, queer studies, eco-
criticism and the digital humanities, as well as historical materials newly restored
by the archival turn in Caribbean Studies. In sum, Caribbean Literature in
Transition both generates fresh approaches to familiar works and brings over-
looked and forgotten works into view.
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   is a PhD student at Howard University. His
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a forthcoming special issue of Parallax titled ‘Performing Futures in the
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nial literatures and theory, diaspora studies, masculinities, and popular
culture. He is completing a book manuscript entitled ‘Transnational
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  is a writer of fiction, poetry, creative nonfiction, and
critical essays. Her current research is on Grenadian students in Cuba
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‘Cultural Expression and the Grenada Revolution: Understanding
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UK, published her biography of Dame Hilda Bynoe, Governor of
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Maryland, USA, and affiliate faculty in the Department of Women’s
Studies and Latin American Studies Center. She is also (since )
director of the university’s Latin American Studies Center.
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  is Professor of English at Bucknell University. His most
recent book, American Imperialism’s Undead: The Occupation of Haiti
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  is Professor, Department of English, University at
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Indian Literature.

  completed her doctoral research at Newcastle University
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previously unknown or seen as peripheral to Caribbean literature. Her
research highlights the need to open up the critical consensus around a
small selection of magazines (Trinidad, The Beacon, Bim and Kyk-over-
al), to consider this wider corpus of periodicals. Her work identifies a
broad-based movement towards magazines by the middle classes,
emerging from a shared aspiration to develop a Caribbean literary
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 .  is Associate Professor of African and African
American Studies at Fordham University. Her research and teaching
interests include black feminism, Caribbean literature and history, black
performance studies, and literatures and cultures of American imperial-
ism. Lambert’s work has been published in journals including
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the Grenada Revolution (), examines the gendered implications of
political trauma in literature on Grenada.

   is Assistant Professor of English at North
Carolina Wesleyan College. She received her PhD from Tufts
University. Her dissertation, ‘Radical Canons: Epigraphic Practice,
Identity Formation, and Caribbean Writers’, explores the rhetorical
and political use of epigraphs in twentieth-century anglophone
Caribbean fiction. She regularly presents at the Caribbean Studies
Association and West Indian Literature Conferences, and her work
has appeared in Caribbean Quarterly.

  is a professor in the Department of Humanities
and Social Sciences in the School of Arts and Sciences, St. George’s
University, Grenada. Published in journals such as the Journal of West
Indian Literature, Callaloo, and Anthurium, Professor MacDonald writes
on contemporary Caribbean women writers, St. Lucian literature, and
Eastern Caribbean popular culture. She is the author of Making Homes
in the West/Indies () and editor of the collection, The Fiction of
Garth St. Omer: A Casebook (). Professor MacDonald is also the
book review editor of the Journal of West Indian Literature.

  is Retired Senior Lecturer in Comparative Caribbean
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Indies Mona. She was Deputy Dean for Graduate Studies, Faculty of
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  is Associate Professor in Modern World Literature at
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News; and in the edited book collections South Asian Transnationalisms
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Literature. She serves as a Senior Editor of the Journal of West Indian
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Indo-Caribbean Feminist Thought: Genealogies, Theories, Enactments
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 .  is an assistant professor at Rutgers University, New
Brunswick. She received her PhD in English and Comparative
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 .  earned her PhD in Comparative Literature, with
distinction, from New York University in . She works on
Caribbean literature and history in English, French, and Spanish and
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Excellence, and the SSHRC Doctoral Fellowship, among other awards.

  is retired Professor of Linguistics at the University of The
West Indies, St Augustine campus. He has had extensive work experi-
ence in teaching at primary, secondary, and tertiary levels in the
Caribbean environment. He has served as head of the Department of
English at the University of Guyana and the Department of Educational
Foundations and Teacher Education at the University of the West
Indies and as Deputy Dean and Dean of the Faculty of Humanities
and Education at the St Augustine campus of the University of the West
Indies. He has been involved in consultancy work on language educa-
tion for the Ministry of Education in Guyana and Trinidad and
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Education Improvement programme in four countries of the Leeward
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Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examinations. Professor Robertson
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