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PREFACE

This book is the second instalment of a project, begun in 2013–2014,
to publish the correspondence of the French ambassadors in the
early Elizabethan period, between the relatively well-documented
eras of the embassies of François and Gilles de Noailles in the
1550s and that of Bertrand de Salignac de La Mothe Fénelon in
the 1570s. This was part of the preliminary work for a sequel volume
to my Francis I and Henry VIII: The Final Conflict, published in 2011.
Research began with a detailed examination of Paul de Foix’s let-

ters now in the Bibliothèque nationale de France, prompted by the
need to give a research paper on him at the University of Kent in
June 2016. More than anything else, though, it goes back to my
early days as a research student in Cambridge when, in the summer
of 1971, I visited the beguiling fifteenth-century chateau of Villebon,
on the borders of Perche and the pays Chartrain, and was allowed by
its then owner, M. Pierre Pénin de La Raudière, to study the
L’Aubespine papers in the chartrier of the chateau, kept in a coffer
of the tower room off the superb long gallery. Villebon belonged
to the Estouteville family in the sixteenth century and then passed,
via the duc de Sully, to the comtes de L’Aubespine in the
seventeenth.
M. de La Raudière, an elderly and scholarly man who, sadly, died

three years later, had reassembled many of the papers that had been
sold in 1903 and, indeed, they proved to be a remarkable source: in
effect the papers of one of the great French secretaries of the state of
the sixteenth century, Claude de L’Aubespine as well as those of his
brother Sébastien, bishop of Limoges, ambassador and trusted
servant of Catherine de Medici.
Some of these I published, with the help of photographs taken by

the late Jean-Daniel Pariset, in a Camden Miscellany volume (Fourth
Series, Volume 29). I subsequently realized that that archive had
been initially dispersed in the 1830s, a period in which the chartriers
of many aristocratic families were coming onto the market. In fact,
Paul de Foix’s letters in the Bibliothèque nationale stemmed from
this sale and Louis Paris in 1841 had published a thick volume of
papers on the reign of Francis II, based on his exploration of the
same archive. However, much remained and the further sale of
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1903 was continued in 1992 with that of masses of the remaining
‘autograph’ letters, thankfully photographed before dispersal, with
copies now kept at the Archives nationales. Some of this material
has also proved invaluable for my current project on the letters mis-
sive of Francis I. Part of the passion behind the present volume was
fuelled by the thrill of the chase in pursuing items of the correspon-
dence of de Foix which had ‘escaped’ into other collections during
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Light continues to be thrown
on the character of Paul de Foix himself in the course of other
research I am doing. In a fascinating document which throws light
on Paul de Foix’s religious reputation, I recently came across the
remarkable assertion by Giulio Alvarotti, the ambassador of
Ferrara at the court of France, in a despatch of 17 May 1562, on
de Foix’s conduct in England: ‘dicono non veder mai messa, et vivere
quivi piu alla Hugnotta, che noi alla Catholica’. Alvarotti’s informant
added in June that de Foix had said publicly in England that the
Queen Mother was a Huguenot (‘che la Regina nostra si hugnotta’)
and had written behalf of the prince of Condé to the German princes
for help (Archivio di Stato, Modena, Estero, Francia, busta 37, fo.
29, 41v).
My thanks are due to Andrew Spicer for steering this book through

the Royal Historical Society Publications Committee and to Miranda
Bethell for her meticulous work in copy-editing.

PREFACEviii
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