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Female Characters in Fragmentary Greek Tragedy

How were women represented in Greek tragedy? This question lies at the heart
of much modern scholarship on ancient drama, yet it has typically been
approached using evidence drawn only from the thirty-two tragedies that
survive complete – neglecting tragic fragments, especially those recently dis-
covered and often very substantial fragmentary papyri from plays that had
been thought lost. Drawing on the latest research on both gender in tragedy
and on tragic fragments, the essays in this volume examine this question from
a fresh perspective, shedding light on important mythological characters such
as Pasiphae, Hypsipyle and Europa, on themes such as violence, sisterhood,
vengeance and sex, and on the methodology of a discipline which needs to take
fragmentary evidence to heart in order to gain a fuller understanding of
ancient tragedy. All Greek is translated to ensure wide accessibility.

 .  .  is Henry Overton Wills Professor of Greek and Head of the
Department of Classics and Ancient History at the University of Bristol. He has
published Sophocles (2019) in the series Greece and Rome New Surveys in the
Classics, as well as editions of Sophocles’ Oedipus the King (2018), Ajax (2011)
and Electra (2007), of Stesichorus (2014), and of Pindar’s Pythian Eleven (2007)
in the series Cambridge Classical Texts and Commentaries; has (with Adrian
Kelly) coedited The Cambridge Companion to Sappho (2021) and Stesichorus in
Context (2015), and edits the journal Classical Quarterly, all with Cambridge
University Press.

  is Lecturer in Ancient Greek Language and Literature at the
University of Bristol. Her research focuses on lost and fragmentary ancient
Greek tragedy and satyr play. She is writing a commentary on Sophocles’
fragmentary Trojan plays, and is coeditor (with Anna Uhlig) of Aeschylus at
Play: Studies in Aeschylean Satyr Drama (2019).
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Preface

This book has its origin in the conference ‘Fragmented Women: The Female
Characters of Fragmentary Greek Tragedy’ co-organised by the editors at the
University of Nottingham in July 2016; the papers presented there have been
revised for this volume (with the exception of papers by Lucia Athanassaki,
Marco Catrambone and Erika Weiberg, which are to appear in other
venues), and augmented by two further chapters, by K. O. Chong-Gossard
and Caleb Simone. We are most grateful to Cambridge University Press for
publishing the volume, to the two anonymous referees and to Michael Sharp
for his advice throughout the publication process.

The conference was funded by the Leverhulme Trust through the award to
Patrick Finglass of a Philip Leverhulme Prize; the Trust’s generous support
allowed us to offer many bursaries to postgraduate students and early career
researchers, especially from overseas. Lyndsay Coo’s participation in the con-
ference, as well as that of two Bristol PhD students, was funded by the Institute
of Greece, Rome, and the Classical Tradition at the University of Bristol. We
thank administrative staff at the University of Nottingham, both at the School
of Humanities and at Nottingham Conferences, for their support of the event.

Tragic fragments are cited using the numeration of Tragicorum Graecorum

Fragmenta, although individual contributors take responsibility for the actual
text that they print and are not bound by any editor’s decisions. A dot under a
letter indicates that it is not certain; a dot under empty space indicates that the
letter in question cannot be identified. Gaps on a papyrus (or inscription) are
represented by square brackets, [ ]; scholars’ attempts to fill these gaps are found
within the brackets. Angular brackets, < >, signify letters not found on the
papyrus; curly brackets, { }, signify letters erroneously included on the papyrus.
When a gap on apapyrus coincideswith a quotation found in an ancient author,
the text thus added to the papyrus text is placed within half square brackets, ⸤ ⸥.
Ancient dates are  unless otherwise indicated. Cross-references are given by
citing the author’s name in small capitals, with a page reference if needed.

PJFF
LMLC

Bristol, June 2019

Patrick Finglass’s work on this book was supported by the award of a
Philip Leverhulme Prize by the Leverhulme Trust.
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